








MEMOIRS

OF TUOF

COURTS

OF

SERLIN, DRESDEN, WARSAW,
AND VIENNA,
IN THE YEARS 1777, 1778, AND 1779.
peg—
By N. WILLIAM WRAXALL, Esq.
L —— 3
IN TWO VOLUMES.
VOL. I
aHE THIRD EDITION.

e ——

LONDON:
Printed by Luke Hanfard, near Lincoln’s-Inn Fields,
FOR T. CADELL, arp W.DAVIES, STRAND:

‘' 1806,






PREFACE:

uESE MEcamoilrs were originally col-
le¢ted, with a- view to publication;
but, a rela@ance to difclofe anccdotes and
fuéts relative to fo many diftinguifhed living
charaéters, induced me to pofipone the ac-
complifhment of my intention, to a diftant
period. The lapfe of more ‘than twenty
years has fully emancipated me from thofe
refiraints 3 the deceafe of the King of Po- )
land, and of the Archduchefs Chrifiina, both
which took place during the courfe of lafi
year, having withdtawn the only remaining

A2 impediments



iv PREFACE.

impediments to their appearance. The de-
pofition, added to the misfortunes, of Sta-
niflaus, rendered him peculiarly facred ;
and had he been flll alive, I fhould yet
have delayed publifhing thefe Memoirs.

However remote the time may appear
fince they were written, I have fiill chofen
to be wholly filent on many points equally
curious and interefting. The perfonages
themfelves, to whom that remark applies,
are either dead or forgotten; and motives
of refpeél induce me to let them remain in
oblivion.

In unveiling the errors, or difclofing the
foibles, of Princes and of Minifters, we
muft confider them as incident to the frail-
tjus and infirmities, infeparable from human
uatuce, But, their gredteft faults will be

19 & obliterated,
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obliterated, when compared with the atro.
cities, and contrafted with the exoefies, of
the prefent felf-created Sovereigns of France.

How moderate will appear the ambition
of Jofeph the Second, in the affair of the
Bavarian fucceffion ; and how mild muft be
accounted the moft defpotic alts of Fre-
deric, towards the Saxons, or the Poles;
on a comparifon with the flagitious enor-
mities now committed, under the banner of
Liberty and Equality, in Switzerland, in
Rome, and in Piedmont! Even in their
moft arbitrary proceedings, Jofeph and
Frederic refpeting the rights of human
nature, of religion, and of nations. In
the condut of the * Direftory,” we ex
perience their emancipation from all re-
ftraints of private honor, of public faith,
and of moral obligation. They have made

A3 the
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the beft apology for defpotifm, as well
as for fuperftition ; and have compelled
us to look back with envy or regret, to
ages of the earth, which the philofophy
of the prefent time has endeavoured to re-
prefent, as only deferving of oblivion, or

worthy of compafiion.

CHINSTERFIELD-STREET,
BerRULEV-sQUART,

April 2, 1790,
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LETTER I

Anecdotes of Frederic the Second, Landgrave of
Higfe.—Hanover — Elcétrefs Sophia.— S phia
Dorothea, Princejs of Zell, wife to George
the Firft.—Relation of the principal circum-
Slances uttending her imprifonment, and the
death of Count Konigsmark.—Ezxamination

of that tranfuilion.— Particulars of the laft
#luefs and deatk of King George the Firf.

Haxover, Sept. 9, 1777.

HE line of inquiry and refearch
which you fo warmly recommended

to me at my leaving England, is undoubt-
edly far more interefting, as well as im-
portant, than the dcfcription of palaces and
cities. But, it is likewife more difficylt,
and in fome refpefts I might add, more
invidious. Kings and miniiters are neither
us acceffible as the buildings they inhabit,
VOoL. I. B nor
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nor can we venture to fpeak of them while
alive with the fame freedom. . . Pericu-
“ l¢fic plenum opus Alew, liftoriam fui
“ temponis feribere.”  Even Burnet and
Clarendon, who wrote < of. the events of
their own times, did not efcape the penalty
infeparable from fuch an attempt. 1 an
however, on the other hand, fenfible, that
it is only from contemporary authority
we can derive the moft authentic, as well
as the moft curious materials of hiftory. The
minute and perfoual anecdotes of illuf-
trious men foon fade under the touch
of time, and arc oblitcrated. In order to
be preferved and tranfomtted to pofierity,
they muft be colleCled at the moment.
The letters which 1 propofe to addrefs to
you, from the various courts which I may
chance to vifit while on the continent, will
therefore be direied, though not exclu-
fitely, yet in a peculiar manner, to thdt
object. If fometimes, when furveying
feenes or countries remote from the com~
mon track I may feem to deviate from my
19 : . original
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priginal defign, the digreflion will only be
¥ fhall pafs over the time that clapfed
between my landing at Calais early in July,
and my arrivg] at this place, as furnithing
little towards my prefent defign; and ¥
fhall therefore neither detain you at Ant-
werp, at ithe Hague, nor on the Rhinc.
Remounting that River from Dufft!dor! to
Mentz, I croffed the dominions of Helle, to
Caficl.  The Landgrave may be uccountcd
one of the richeft, as well as moft powerful
Princes of the German Empire, after the
temporal Ele@lors : the Dukes of Wirten-
berg and of Mecklenburg Schwerin alone,
among the Princes of the fecond order,
can conteft with Inm in extent of terri-
tory, in revenues, and im political im-
portance.

Frederic the Second, reigning Landgrave
of Hefle Caflel, is at this time about fifty~
feven years of age, of a middle fige in-
clining to robuft, and of a manly figure.

Qver his wniform he ufnally wears the
B 2 Order
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Order of the Garter; but, his treatment of
the Landgravine his firft wife, who was a
daughter of George the Second, did not tend
to cement the alliance which he had formed
with the King of Great Britain. They
were feparated from each other during
many years. The infelicity of his firft
nuptials has not however prevented him
from contraling a fecond marriage, as
foon as the neceflary forms of decorum
permitted. Captivated by the attractions
of the Princefs of Brandenburgh Schwedt,
he efpoufed her about four years ago.  She
1s a collateral defcendant of the Prufiian
Houfe, and is fiill at this time a very beau-
tiful woman. But, the Landgrave feems
either not deftined, or not calculated, for
matrimonial happinefs. They live in a
ftate of alienation and eftrangement, in
the fame palace and capital, without iffue,
or almoft intercourfe of any kind.

For this domeftic misfortune, he confoles
himfelf in the fociety of Mademoifelle
¥F——, whoft perfonal charms are heightened

by
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by all the fafcinating coquetry of a Parifian .
education. She was miftrefs to the Duke
de Bouillon, and arrived here only three
months fince. Two thoufand Louis-d’ors
were allowed her for the expences of her
Journey from Paris to Caffel; and her aétual
eftablifhment falls little fhort of fix thoufand
pounds a-year. As if all thefe remunera-
tions were below her merit, fhe is treated
with ftill more flattering marks of diftinc-
tion. At the public theatre her box is
placed clofe to the ftage, in a confpicuous
part of the houfe. Ifaw her there laft night,
when the Landgrave and Landgravine
were prefent at fhe performance. This
contempt of decency, fo repugnant to our
manncers, 1s not uncommon in the German
Courts, and derives a fort of fanflion from
cuftom.

Caffel is in many refpefts a beautiful
city, and embellithed with fome mggni-
ficent buildings. Hanover, on the contrary,
prefents the image of departed greatnefs ;
palaces without inhabitants, a capital with~

B3 out



é MEMO1IRS OF THE
out tiade, dnd an Ele&tordte without &
Sovereign. T is principally by the recok
Te@ion of what it wis, that Hanovér eoh-
tinues o interet an ordinary traveller. To.
an Englithinan it offers ndany curious fub-
je@s of refle@ion connefted with hiftory.
¥ ftudy the local {cenéry with pleafure ; nor
hrave I been lefs atientive to eolleét fonie of
the ariecdotes which tradition flill preferves
relative to the EleCloral Family. At the
palace of Hcrenhaufen, yefterday, a grey-
hicaded domeftic of fourfcore, pointed out
to me the précife fpot in the gardens, where
the old ElcCrefs Sophia, wife of Lrneft
Auguftus, dropped down and expired. That
cvent ldppened in the beginning of June
1714, not cight weeks before the death of
Queen Anne. 1 perfeftly remember,”
faid he to me,  the evening, which was,
 uncommonly ferene and fine. The Eleét-
“ refs appeared to be in perfet health, not-
¢ withftanding her advanced period of life.
¢ She had dined in public; and, invited by
“ the beauty of the weather, walked out,
“ accom-~
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“ accompanied by the ladies and principal
“ perfons compofing her court. Suddenly,
“ without any apparent caufe or attack,
“ the exclaimed, ¢ It rains! 1t rains?
“ and running acrofs the garden, fhe foon
« funk down, “clofe to a little alcove ahout
“ two hundred yards from the palace,
“ where 1n the fpace of a few minutes fhe
‘ breathed her laft, without pang or ef-
“ fort.”

The defliny of this Princefs was very fin-
gular. Youngeft daughter of the exiled
and unfortunate Frederic the. Fifth, Elector
Palatine, King of Bohemia ; brought up in
adverlity and privations ; married to a Prince
of the fanuly of Brunfwick, who had then
no profpett of becoming the head of his
Houfe ; deftined in the evening of life, by a
wonderful concurrence of circumftances,
to the Englith fucceffion, from which fhe
was apparently removed by her birth to an
almoft incalculable diftance ; furviving that
event above thirteen ycars; and at laft car-
ried off by death at the very moment when

B 4 fhe
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the muft have afcended the Britith throne :
fuch were the outlines of her hiftory. We
know, that though above eighty years old
at the time of her deceafe, the felt few of
the infirmities of age; and that far from re-
garding with indifference the crown which
awaited her, fhe anticipated with anxiety
and impatience, the accomplithment of fo
great an expe€tation. It would have beena
fingular fpe€tacle to have beheld the grand-
daughter of James the Firft quitting Hanos
ver at more than fourfcore years of age,
embarking for her new dominions, and
aflfuming the reins of government, at a time
when other princes are ufyally incapacitated
for all the funétions of royalty.

My refearches have, however, been more
particularly direéted to another Princefs of
the Ele@loral Family, lefs generally known
than the Ele@refs Sophia: I mean, the wite
of Qeorge the Firft; for the was never ac-
knowledged as Queen of England, or even
as Ele@refs of Hanover. She is in fa@
chleﬂy remembered by fome imperfect tradi-

17 . tions
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tions of her gallantry and her misfortunes.
The greater part of her life was pafied in a
fort of melancholy fequefiration, at the
Caftle of Ahlden, in the Duchy of Zell. As
only perfons of inferior condition were ad-
mitted to fee her, during the refidence which
fhe made there, it is very difficult to afcertain
with certainty the principal circumftances
of her hiftory. Even relative to the
charge of infidelity brought againft her, it
1s not eafy to fupport by faéts any decided
opinion. Her innocence is matter of in-
ference and belief, more than of pofitive
proof. I have converfed with many per-
fons who recolle@k her death, though
fcarcely with any who ever faw her. On
the nature of her conneétion with Count
Konigfmark, and on the particulars of his
difappearance, 1 have in a peculiar manner
endeavoured to obtainaccurate information.
But, over this tranfaétion fo myfterious a
veil has been drawn that no contemporary
teftimony or evidence, on which implicit
veliance can be. placed, is now to be pro-

cured.
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cured. The Court of Hanover, as might
naturally be expelted, was defirous to fup-
prefs as much as potlible, every circumftance
redative (o the Princefs and her pretended
lover. Even the name of Koniglmark was
nct ‘mentioned here without repugnance,

till within the laft twenty years.
Various . portraits of Sophia "Dorothea,
the wife of George the Furft, fiill exift in the
palace here at Hanover, as well as m that
of Herenhaufen. ¥ have confidered them
with attention: and if I were compelled to
name any .perfon now living, to whom they
bear a particular refemblance, T fhould fay
it was to the celebrated Mrs. Draper, bet-
ter known under thé name of Sterne's
“ Fhza ;” but, the Princefs was unqueftion-
ably by far the moft beautiful of the two
women. In a very capital piClure of her,
which firuck me yefterday at Herenhaufen,
fhe appears to be in the bloom of youth.
The contour of her face 1s more reund than
oval, the features regular, and their expref-
fien gay, pleafing, and animated. Her
eves
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eycs are hazel, and her brown hair plays
. negligently over her forehead. The painter
has drefled her in a lilac-coloured veft
richly embroidered, which is clofely fitted
to her body, angl calculated to difplay the
delicacy of her fhape. Over her left
fhoulder 1s buckled o blue mantle, adorned
with flower-de-luces ; and behind her fiands
a negro girl, who holds out to her a fearlet
riband. This portrait was probably done
foon after her marriage in 1682, when fhe
was about feventeen, and cannot be c¢ons
fidered without emotions of concern for
her fubfequent fate. 1 fhall endeavour to
throw together the moft material fafs
relative to her, which I have colle@ed at
various times, here, #s well as 1o other parts
of the empire. They will ferve at leaft to
give fome general information on which
to form an opinion refpecting that unfor-
tunate Princefs. .
Her father, George William, Duke of
Brunfwick Lunenburgh and Zell, was an
clder brother of Erneft Augufius, Duke of
Hanover
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Hanover, who married Sophia, youngeft
daughter of the King and Queen of Bohemia.
George William was one of the moft diftin-
guifhed Princes of his time, and notlefs known
by his talents for war,than by his political
abilities in peace. He checked the career of
Louis the Fourteenth’s arms, at a moment
when they were every where viflorious, by
defeating Marfhal Crequi at Confarbruck,
in 1675, and by taking him prifoner after-
wards in the city of Treves. In the decline
of life, his profound judgment, added to his
zealous protection of the Proteftant Religion,
rendered him the oracle of all theadherentsto
that faith, and the declared enemy of France.
It was to the Duke of Zell, that Wilham,
Prince of Orange, ufimally had recourfe for
advice, in great or delicate emergencies ; and
before he ventured to embark for England
in 1688, on the expedition againft James
the Second, he confulted George William in
perfon. A range of rcoms in the Caftle of
Zell, is fill called the Prince of Orange’s
apartments, from having been frequently

inhabited
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inhabited by him, and appropriated to his
ufe. Even in the aét of fucceflion, which
called the Houfe of Hanover to the Britifh
throne, William was unqueftionably ac-
tuated in part by friendfhip for the Duke
of Zell ; whofe defcendants, immediate and
collateral, were thereby eventually raifed
from German Princes of the fccond order,
to the rank of Kings.

George William, after having pafled the
meridian of life in celibacy, became at
the age of forty decply enamoured with
Eleanor Defmier, a young lady whom he
faw by accident at Breda in Holland. Her
father, Alexander Befmier, was a French
gentleman, of ancient and honourable de-
fcent, Lord of Olbreufe m the provinee of
Poitou. Being a Hugonot, he had quitted
his native country on account of the perfe-
cution to which he was liable for lis reli~
gious' opinions. If we may believe tradi
tion, Mademoifelle d’Olbrenfe was not fo
dazzled with the conqueft which her
charms had effeCled, as to forget the dif-

proportion
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proportion of rank and birth between her
and her lover. She did not yield to hie
addrefles, till convinced by time of the
fincerity, as well as the warmth of his af-
fection. In the marriage contract, fhe was
qualified ¢ Countefs of Harburg;” it not
being in the Duke of Zell’s power, dccord-
ing to the forms of the German jurifpru-
dence, to elevate her to the dignity of a
Princefs of the Empire, though he could
make her his legitimate wife. But, at his
fohcitation fome years afterwards, the Em-
peror icopold raifed her to that eminence;
and {he was then univerfally recognized as
Duchefs of Brunfwick-Zell.

Sophia Dorothea, the only itlue of
George Willam by Mademoifelle d’Ol-
‘breufe, wus born in 1666, and at an early
age was promifed in marniage to Auguftus
Frederic, fon of Anthony Ulric, Duke of
Brunfwick Wolfenbaticl.  But, this yoang
Prince, who excited great expe(iations, was
<ut off when ouly ninceeen, having died
an confequence of the wounds which he

received
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reccived at the fiege of Philipsburg in 1676.
Erneft Auguftus, Duke of Hanover, who was
prefumptive heir to his brotlrer George Wil-
‘liam in the Duchy of Zell, as being a mafea-
line fief, was likepifenaturally defirous of fe~
curing the allodial or perfonud irherttance of
the elder branch of his family. He demanded
therefore, the Princefs ‘Scphia Dorothea in
marriage for his eldeft fon George Louls,
Hereditary Prince of Hanover. The Duke
of Zel! confented to the propoful; but, 1t 1s
wniverfally affertod that neither the Duchefs
his wife, nor the voung Princefs herfelf,
fubmitted to it without great relutance
and confiderable oppolition. The nuptials
were neverthelefs folemnized m November
1682. In the following year the brought
into the wosld a fon, who was afterwards
King George the Second. His birth was
followed by a daughter, wlio by her mas-
riage with Frederick Wiiliam the Fnfi, -be-
came Queen of Prufiia.
But, ‘the union of the ‘Princefs of Zelt
with the -Hereditury Prince of Hanover,
though
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though produétive of iffue, was by no mesans
happy. It is difficult to afcertain whether
their infelicity refulted from natural incom=
patibility of charater; whether it was prin-
cipally produced by neglect on his part ; or
whether it arofe from Aer heart being pre-
occupied by a paffion for another perfon.
The Court of Hanover was at that period
one of the moft fplendid, gallant, and polifh~ -
ed, of any in the German Entpire, or in the
North of Europe. Erneft Auguftus himiclf
avowedly maintained a commerce of gal-
lantry with the Countefs of Platen ; a woman
of beauty and accomphihments, whofe in-
fluence over him was in many refpelis
almoft without bounds. His fon, the Here-
-ditary Prince, imitated the example fet him;
though he preferved for his wife, and mani-
fefted towurds her, fentiments of perfonal
refpect and confideration. She fecms on her
part to have been a lgh-fpinited woman, of
ftrong paflions, capable ofthe moft violent refo-
lutions ; and not fufficiently circumfpectinher
cohdudl, whatever might be the purity of her
ntentions,
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intentions, in a fituation where culumny
might fo eafily find fubject for attack.
Among the firangers of diftin¢tion who
vifited the Court of Hanover, was Count
Konigfmark, a man whofe crimes, adven-
tures, and tragical end, have rendered him
too much known. He was by birth a
Saxon, though lis family was originally
- from Sweden. Handfome in his perfon,
captivating in his manners and addrefs, he
was formed to fucceed with women. He
had been early known by, and peculiarly
acceptable to, the Princefs of Hanover,
before her marriage, when fhe refided at
Ze¢ll in her fathers palace. It is even
pretended, that fhe had retained a deep im-
preflion of this partiality for the Count,
which naturally revived on {eeing him
again. Komgfmark, whatever perfonal or
external graces he pofiefled, was unquef~
tionably a difiolute, unprincipled, entey-
prizing man of pleafure, capable of the
greateft crimes in the purfuit or attainment
of his views. He had travelled over Europe,
VOL. I. C had
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kad feen fervice in various couniries, and
diftinguithed lumfelf by his gallantry,
magnificence, and courage. In Spuin, where
he had difplayed his addrefs on public occa-
fions, he was honoured: by as public teftimo-
nies of attachment, on the part of the ladies
of the Court of Madrid. When in England,
under the reign of Charles the Second,
he narrowly efcaped an ignominious exe-
cution, for the murder of Mr. Thynne,
1682. His accomplices, for it 1s impoflible
to doubt that he employed or fuborned
them, though the fu¢t could not be judi-
cially brought home to him; were all exc-
“cuted at Tvburn, for that atrocious aft.
He himfelf was referved for a defliny
hardly lefs unfortunate, a few vears later;
and his name 1s now infeparably conneéted
with the Princefs of Hanover, Sophia
Dorothen.

« The Prince her hufbend, who ferved
during morc than one campaign, in the
imperial army againfl the Turks, was fre-
quently abfent from her; a circumflance
' 20 which
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which naturally facilitated Konigfinark’s
accefs to the Princefs. It iy unqueftionable
that fhic entertained for him fentiments of
the moft partial nature, und that fhe w-
dulged them iy a smanner, which, if not
criminal, was at leali imprudent.  She was
accuftomed, two or three times i a woeck,
to feign an indifpotition, under which pre-
tence fhe retired to her apartment.  Ko-
nigfmark was then admitted; they fupped
together, and ufually remamed at table, or
1n converfation, 1ill two or three o'clock 1
the morning.  When he retired, he de-
feended by a little private faircafe, near
the great gate of the Dueual Palace, which
conduéled lum into the town.

Interviews of fuch a nature, at fuch
hours, and in the Princefs’s own apart-
ments, muply great, and one may add,
improper intimacy ; particularly, if Konigf-
mark’s profligute charafler be recolleCted.
1t 1s even diflicult at firft fight, not to con-
neét with them the idea of a criminal con-
neflion. But, on the other hand, there

ce 18
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1s neither any proof that they were fo i
effett, nor was any fuch proof ever at-
tempted to be made out againft her, though
her encmies were deeply intercfted to efta-
bhifh the fudt, if it Lud been poffible. In
addition to this negative prefumption in her
favour, it 1s pofitively afferted that, during
the time when Konigfnark was with her,
they never remained alone together; one
or more of her ladies of honour, and thofe
of the moft unimpeached charatters, being
always prefent. The very mmprudence of
admitting im to fuch interviews, feems to
prove that they were innocent, fince it
was impoflible that they could be altogether
concealed or unknowi.

Unfortunately, Konigfimark’s perfon and
accomplifbments had made an impreffion
not only on the Princets, but ou Madume
de Platen, mifirets of Erneft Augufius.
Whether, as 1s pretended, he had divulged
the favours which fhe conterred on him;
or whether he had returned her purtiality
with indifference and contempt, as other

106 perfons
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perfons aflure, it 1s certain that the deeply
refented his behaviour.  Irmtated at his
preference for the Princefs Sophia Dorothea,
of which fhe was well apprized, and having
fet fpies to watch his motions, {he foon
difcovered his Yeeret interviews with her
rival, of which fie gave mformation to the
Duhe of Hanover. Tt was natural to fup-
pole that he would not tolerate them; and
the Count fvon afterwards reccived an in-
dire@, but peremptory intimation, that his
longer fiuy at Hanover would be dif-
pleating.  As he delayed compliance with
the anpmétion on various pretences, it
was reterated, Ht.) therefore made public
preparations for his departure, fixed the
day and hour, ordered his poft-horfes, and
having commanded his fervants to expeét
him at three o'clock i the morning, he
went privately to the Ducal Paluce.  The
Princefs, wuder pretence of indifpofition,
admitted him as before 1o her apurtmen.t,
where a fupper was ferved, and they re-

c3y mained



o7 - MEMOIRS OF THE

mained for fome hours together; always
however in company with onc or more of
‘her ladics.

No fooner was the Countefs of Platen
apprized that Konigfimark was in the
Princefs’s chamber, than fhe inftantly car-
ried the intelligence to the Duke, and re-
prefented to him the infolence of a man thus
braving, if not dithonouring him i his
own palace. Profiting of his indignation,
fhe ' mduced him to give direttions for
punifhing the Count’s temerity, by an a&
of immediute violence. It is doubtlefs to
be lamented, that Erneft Augufius fhould
‘have fanftioned or authorifed an aflaffi-
nation ; for fuch it muft be deemed: but,
1t *fhould likewife be remembered that he
was a Sovereign Prince, and the provoca-
tion was great, if he really believed Konigi-
mark’s vifits to his daughter-in-law to have
been of a criminal nature. No appeal
could be made to his fon, who was abfent
in Hungary, and the Count was on the

point
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point of leaving Hanover.  Hgw- far thefe
confiderations may feem to, palliate the ad,
I leave mankind to determine. 1

A very gencral idea prevails throughous
Germany, and has been circulated in variois,
publications, that Erncft Augufius having’
caufed four of his guards to put on matks,,
they by his order attacked Konigfmark, as;
he came out of the Princefy’s apartment,.
and killed him on the fpot. I faw tlus
very moruing, the place in the Eleoral.
Palace, where tradition fays the Count
fell. It 15 o paffage almofl deflitute of
bght, not ubove nine or ten paces in length \
A door at one oxhemlty opens into &
large handfome apattment, the'firft of the,
range formc1ly occupied by the. Pripoefs of,
Hanover, and out of which Konigfmark:
paficd, when he quitted her on the night that
he perithed. At the other end is a fecond:
door, near the ftaircafe, by which he was ta
have left the Palace. That this was the fcexte
of his fuizure, there is no doubt; but, the
means ufed to put him out of life were more

c4 fecret,
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sl wére iffted ofi the part of this Ditke
of Hisigver; t the foldier whio mourited guird
agalie Ralaws gate, to flop Konigfinark; ds he
thie private flaircaf® beforernen-

A so:sves bt to follow by menaces

‘oF inhéodiats désth ; asd. then to hut him
into a fabterratiesn vault or cellar, which was
expredily itidicated. - The foldier pun&ually
executed th'd@mxﬂkm' ; but without know-
ing or fafpeGing the confequence. It is af-
arbad thiit & Count neither made, nor even
gtterhpted vefiftance; afact which would feem
UWBM a defet of courage, or a want
of anly thedns of defence; unlefs we fappofe
kit qonﬁg tn his innocénce, he took no
‘for his fecurity, and ‘was unfuf-

Figlidbus of st intention to interrupt hiispaffage
out ofthe Palace.. The vault into which the
ifbrthmate Konigfmark- was - thus forced,
cotldl at pleafure be filled with water, by
mofap:pe '} was in faét a refervoir;

and
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#nd no fooner was he {nrt up i, thanithiey
immediately admitted the whthe, 4ivd drovwi’
ed him. His body on the enfiiing mording
was put into a heated oven, and the mouth
of it bricked up, as the mioft effeflual mesis:
of for ever concealing the whole tranfatioe.

But, though, the precife maturesof the:
means ufed to effeét Komighnwk's death
might not be immediately dmﬂgad* his*
fudden difappearance, and the anxious igs’
ﬁuiries of his fervants, whoafter vainly feek
ing him through the city of Hanover, repain
ed to the Ducal Palace, in order to obtaiy
intelligence of his fate, foon betrayed the’
fecret. It was fpeedily comveyed to the
Princefs, who well—knowmg the xmyhablb‘
¢nmity which Madame de Platen' bore
him, made no doubt that the Count had
fallen a viétim to her vengeance. But far
from’ fubmitting tamely to the power of
Erneft Auguftus, or even confulting hb!‘
own perfonal interefts, the abandoned herfalf
to the moft immoderate tranfports of refént-
ment and indigmation. Neither thé autho=

rity,
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ity the prefence, nor the menaces of the.
Ele@or, could, fubdue her unconquerable
fpirit. She treated him as a monfter and
an, afiaflin, declared that fhe would no longer
remain emong barbarians and murderers,
and even appeared ready to'make fome at-
tempt op her own life, in the violence of her
defpair, Afier fo public and {o fcandalous a
{cene, it became impoflible either to conceal,
or to pafs over the tranfation in filence.
Erneft Augufius ordered the Princefs there-"
fore, to be conduéted to the Paluce or Cufile
of Ablden, fome leaguesdifiant from Hanover,
where fhe was ever after retained in a fort of
honorary confinement. Two ludies and a
chamberlain were named to attend on her,
and to compofc her houfehold.  Thus extra-
ordinary event took place in 1680, at a time
whenKonigfmark was about thirty-one years
old, and when Sophia Dorothea could not
have accomplithed her twenty-firft year.
‘How far the Duke of Zell her father ap-
proved ar condemned the condué of Ernef}
Auguftus his brother, docs not appear; nor,
i
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if it were known, could .we form any ground
oh which toinfer withcertainty hisdaughter’s
innocence or criminality. That her hutband,
the Prince of Hanover, ‘was in no manner ac»
quainted with, or privy to the death of
Konigfmark, is tlear to demonfiration; fince
it was a fudden a& of refentment, committed
during the time that he was abfent in Hun«
gary. ' He even fubmitted, it is certain, with
confidergble: reluance to the Duke his fa~
ther’s defire, that he {hould for ever renounce
the Princefs; Erneft Auguftus exacted of him
that mark of fikal obedience, if not of ap~
probation. In December 1694, a fentence
of feparation was pronounced between the
Prince and Princefs. But no divorce, in the
moft extenfive fenfe of the term, as totally
difiolving the marriage between them, and
enabling each party to marry again, ever
took place. Sophia Dorothea continued to
refide at Ahlden, till the death of her father-
in-law, the Duke of Hanover, which happenéd
in 1698; and from the time of her being firft
transferred thither, to the end of her life, fhe

was
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was ‘commonly known under the name of
“ Princefs of Ahlden.” .

After the deceafe of Erneft Auguﬁus,
George, then become Eleétor of Hanover,
made propofitions to the Princefs, for an
oblivion of paft animofities, and for a re-
conciliation. It is difficult to fay whether
a conviftion of her innocence, a fentiment
of affeCtion, or motives of intereft and
policy, were moft prevalent in this propo-
ful. But, it is certain that fhe rejefted the
offers, and replied, that “nothing could in-
“ duce her to live in a family of affaffins.”
A fa& miuch more incredible, but which
refts upon the firongeft evidence, is that
after the death of Queen Anne, when the
Elector was called to the throne of Great
Britain, he renewed his propofuls to her for
the fame purpofe. A deputation, compofed
of Englith Peers and Gentlemen, by tlie new
King’s defire, waited on Sophia Dorothea
at Ahlden, and acquainted her that they
wiftied to be permitted to approach her as
their Queen. They reprefented to her the

njurious



COURT OF BRRLIN, ETC. - 19
yyjurious confequences which her fepara-
tion, and her ftate of mifintelligence with
the King her hutband might produce,
peculiarly to her fon. And they remind-
ed her that for flighter caufes, the bll‘th.
of Jame; the Second’s fon had been called
in queftion. Far from yielding to thefe
arguments, or bemg dazzled by the prof-
pect of a crown, the peremptorily rejetted
the overture: “ If,” faid fhe, “I am guilty
“ of the crime imputed to me, I am un-
“ worthy to be your Queen. If I am
“ jnnocent, the King is unworthy to be
“ my bufband.” A woman cgpable of
fuch a renunciation, muft either have been
animated with implacable refentment for
the affaflination of Konigfmark, or muft
have been confious of her own nnocence,
and of the malignity of her perfecutors.
Of the fatt itfelf 1 haye feen and heard
fuch proofs, as it fegms impoflible to call in
doubt..

Sophia Dorothea, during her confinge-
ment at Ablden, was, treated with every
' mark
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mark of refpe@ due to her rank. The two
ladies of her houfehold, the chamberlain,
and the officer who commanded the guard,
conftantly dined at her table. She was’al-
Yowed to go in her coach, to the diftance of
a league from the Caftle. Perfons of in-
ferior condition, workmen, and - tradefmen,
had free accefs; but no man or woman
of confideration was allowed to approach or
fpeak to her. After Emcft Auguftus’s
death, who was her declared enemy, fhe
might have obtained, if not her 'liberty, at
leaft an alleviation of the reftraint and pri-
vations impofed on her. But fhe difdained
to make any application for the purpofe.
By the concurring teftimony of all perfons,
fhe bore her misfortunes with dignity and
equanimity ; never vented herfelf in re-
proaches againft thofe who had injured or
opprefled her; and preferved the cheerful-
nefs of a mind.ferene and ‘mnocent, in the
midft of her hard condition. Even her
beauty remained in a great degree unim-
paired, to a late period of her life.- - - -
b T Blondel,
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Blondel, who was ‘the French Miniftér
at_the Court of Hanover, from 1715 to
1726, a period when fhe was ftill lving,
“and who had every opportunity of inform-
“ing himfelf of the particulars of her hiftory,
‘ c'onﬁrms all the principal faéts which I have
cnumerated refpetting her. In a very
"curious account which lie drew up of the
whole tranfaction, he declaresthat he derived
his information relative to Sephia Dorotheé,
from the mouth of the fecond Countefs of
Platen, miftrefs to George the Firft. Blondel
protefis likewife, that he had himfelf feen the
very fo'ldier of Erneﬁ Auguﬁ-u's s gua.rds, who
“affured Blonde] that he fhould never forgive
himfelf for havmg had any {hare in fo abo-
“minable an a&.  “Such,” adds he, “wasthe
' ¢ uniform gaiety and ferenxty of the Princefs’s
"¢ temper durmg her ‘refidence at Ahlden,
“ a5 to imprefs umverfally with a'Gonvie-
"¢ tion of her pofieffing a qulet'confclen&
« Thofe who faw’ her, if they judged frofn

“ appearances, would even- have fuppofed
- ¢ that
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4 that ihe was not dlﬁ.ontcnted with her
“’ﬁtpatwn and fortune.”

In 1705 her father George William
Duke of Zell died, at above eighty years
of age,ami fhe .then fucceeded to all the
per;fomd property, which was very ample.
It was commonly afferted and believed,

. that fhe contrived to remit large fums an-
_nually, arifing from her feparate income, to
, her fon, Georgg the Electoral Prince. When
he afterwards became, by his father’s eleva-
tion to the Britith Throne, Princé of Wales,
Sophia Dorothea continued to fupply him

liberally with money from her own purfe.

'She maintained with him a regular inter-
courfe by letters, and exprefied towards him
. the warmeft fentiments of affeflion. 1Itis
m‘qbable that fach proofs of it, however na-
. tural and meritorious, did not tend to heal
the breach between her and her hufband.
.She remained till the period of her death,
sonfined at Ahlden; nor did George the Firf,
,who furvived her about eight, months, wear
moum;p g for her as hxs wife, hutas hlS coufm,
it ‘ though
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though he permitted his fon and the other
branches of the Royal Family; to mourn as
for their mother and grandmother.

© When we confider' the principal cire

cumftances of the princefs Sophia Doro«
thea’s hiftory, we can fcarcely form other
than one opinion refpecting her.  She was
doubtlefs highly imprudent, and therefore
in fome meafure culpable; but it feems
impoffible not to acquit her of crime. Even
if all the fadts which I have enumerated,
do not imprefs the conviétion, there flill
remain others hardly lefs forcible, draw .
either from the internal evidence of the ftory,
or refting on the firongeft teftimony. She
herfelf, during the long term of her deten=
tion at Ahlden, conftantly and invariably
perfifted in afferting her innocence. As
often as the received the facrament, which
was frequently, fhe repeated the proteftation;’
and the confirmed it when near her end.
She is faid to have admitted that her heart
was not indifferent to Konigfmark, but the
maintained that her honour was unfullied.
VOL. I. D The
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The lady, who was in attendance aboyt her
-perfon, on the fatal: night when Konigf-.
mark perifhed, and who let him out of the.
Drincefs’s. apartment, confirmed: the fame
affirance. © As an accomplice or partici-.
patrefs in her miftrefy’s fuppofed: guilt,
this lady was imprifoned by order of Ernet,
Auguftus: but fhe protefted that:neither at
the laft interview of the Count with Sophia
Dorothea, nor at any of their preceding
ones, had they ever been left alone for an
nftant together.

It is very commonly afferted here at
Hanover, that Madam de Platen was pur-
fued by remorfe during her whole life,
for having infigated . Erneft- Augufius to
take vengeance on Konigfmark: and they
add, that during her laft. illnefs fhe imagined
continnally that {he beheld his fpettre near
her bedfide.  But, if George the Firft had
really believed- his wife, guilty, in the full .
extent of. the term, iould he ever have
condefcended folemnly to propofe a_recon-
cilitaion to_her? The very circumflances

18 : of
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of Konigfmark’s end, rather mark a fudden
tiandport of mdlgnatlon, or a fally of anger,
than the fpirit of fober punifhment. It has
left a ftain on the temory of a Prince, other-
wife highly umjablé in his chara@er; and
whatever may be faid in its extenuation,
the aét can no more be juftified, than the
murder of Monaldefchi by Chriftina, in
the gallery at Fontainbleau.
Before I' quit the fubjet, let nie add
a few words relative to the death of George
the Firft himfelf ; an event which happened
only feven or cight months after that of his
wife. It is generally afferted, and all our
hiftorians inform us, that His Majefty ex-
pired at Ofnabrugh, on his way to Hano-
ver. I have been-more than once in the
apartment of the Epifcopal Palace at the
former city, where they pretend he breathed
his laft. But the faét was neverthelefs, F
apprchend, otherwife. I will relate the
particulars of his laft illnefs; as ¥ received
thiem fome time fince, from an ancient do~
meftic, who -a*tended him on his journey,
D 2 and
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and which I confider as particularly authens
tic. His own words will convey the moft .
accurate idea of the fat: * On the 20th of
¢ June 1727, in the evening,” faid he, * his
“ Majefty arrived at Delden, a little town
“ near the frontiers of Germany, but belong-
“ ing to the Republic of Holland. At that
¢ time he appeared to be in perfeét health.
“ He was entertained at the feat of a No-
* bleman, about twenty miles from thence;
* and after fupper he eat of fome melons,
“ which doubtlefs caufed the indigeftion
‘ that proved fatal to him. He returned
“to Delden the fame night, where the
% Duchefs of Kendal expgéted him ; for fhe
“ accompanied, or rather followed him, as
“ fhe travelled with pott-horfes ; while the
“ King, by means of relays placed on the
“ road, was enabled to proceed with more
 expedition. Having taken fome hours
¢ repofe in the inn, he continued his journey
% for Hanover very early on the enfuing
¢ morning, the Duchefs of Kendal remain-
“ing behind at Delden. Previous to his .
. : “ fetting
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o fettmg out, he drank half a cup of choco-
“ late, and foon afterwards found himfelf
“ indifpofed. When he arrived at Bentheim,
“ a town about twenty milesfrom Delden, he
“ was already ferioufly ill ; but his apxiety
“ and impatience to pufh forward to Ofna-
“ brugh, prevented his having recourfe to
“ medical affiftance. An cmetic, had it
‘ been adminiftered at that time, might, it
* is probable, have faved him.

“ At Rheine, the next flage, which is
¢ fituate in the dominions of the Bithop of
« Munfter, his Majefty continuing very
“ unwell, the perfons who accompanied
“ him, entreated him to fiop and to call in
“ help; but as he peremptorily rcfufed, they
¢ proceeded, He grew perceptibly worfe
¢ every minute, and before he got to Ippen-
“ buren, a little town of Weftphalia belong-
“ ing to his Pruffian Majefty, the King was
“ become lethargic. One of his arms furtk
“ down, and all the endeavours made to
% revive the limb, by chafing and rubbing
¢ jt, proved ineffeCtual. The moft ferious

D3 ¢ alarmg
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o ,;alarms began to be entertained by the
« perfons who attended him; but he per-
“ fifted in his with to proceed without
“ delay. At Ippenburen, they held a fort
“ of confultation on the meafures praper
“to be adopted; and a meflenger was
“ difpatched to acquamnt the Duchefs of
“ Kendal with his Majefty’s illnefs. He
¢ met her about two miles beyond Rheine,
“and on receiving this information, fhe
“ made all hafte to come up with the
“ King.
“ No remonftrances or expoftulations
“ could prevail on him to flop at Ippen-
“ buren. . He had only eighteen miles
“ from thence to his brother’s Palace at
% Ofnabrugh, where he knew that every
“ accommodation and aid could be pro-
“cured. His tongue began to fwell,
“his fenfes to fail, and his articulation
“to became indiftint. But, as long
“as he could make himfelf ynderftood,
“he continued to repeat, ¢ Ofnabrugh !
‘ “ Ofnav.
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Ofttabrugh ' They therefore hurricd
on, in hopes of reaching that city
while he was fiill alive, though the King
was fallen totally fenfelefs into the arms
of one of his attendants, a gentleman
named Fabrice. The place where- he
expired, is difficult to afcertain ; but it is
believed that he breathed his laft, ag the
carriage mounted the high hill out of
Ippenburen.  The body was, indeed,
filll warm when they arrived at Ofha-
brugh, wherc his veins were opened, and
every method was vainly ufed to recover
him, us he never gave any fign of life
or perception, after leaving Ippenburen.
About half-way between that place and
Rbheine, a fecond courier, difpatched from
Ofnabrugh, announced to the Duchefs
of Kendal, that George the Firft was no
more. She received the intelligence with
demontftrations of violent grief, tearing
her hair, and exclaiming that fhe was
undone. When her firft emotions had
fubfided, fhe difmiffed the_ladies who

D4 . “accoms
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 accompanied her; and not venturing,
% or not choofing, to proceed to Hanover
% at fuch a mament, fhe took the road to
¢ Brunfwick, where fhe remained for three
% months afterwards.”

My next letter will be from Zell,
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LETTER 1L

Defeription of the Cayftle of Ahlden.—Reflections
on the death axd hiffory of Sophia Dorothea,
Princefs of Kell and of Hanover.—Cayfile of
Zell.—Account of the Danifk Revolution in
1772.e—Particulars of the arref of Caroline
Matilda, Lueen of Denmark, of Struenfee,
and of Brandt.—Removal of the 2ueen to
Zell—Her lap ilinefs and death.— Detail of
thofe events.—RcfleCtions om her charaller
and misfortunes,

ZrLL, Sept. 13, 1777.

PROMPTED by curiofity to fee the Caftle

in which Sophia Dorothea, the wife of

George the Firft, refided during fo large a

portion of her life, I took the road to Ahlden

on leaving Hanover. It lies acrofs an un-
frequented part of the Eleétorate, through

a dreary tra&t of country ; and the diftance

is not lefs than thirty miles. Ahlden

has no title to the appellation of a Cafile,
except that it is furrounded with a double
meoat,
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moat, acrofs which are thrown drawbridges.
The building itfelf is compofed only of
brick and wood, reiembling rather a large
farm-houfe than a Ducal feat, and de-
feribing three fides of a fquare In figure.
1 obferved on one part, the date 1579;
and over the principal cntrance are the
arms of the Houfe of Brunfwick, with the
year 1613 infcribed beneatl;.  The whole
manfion has an air of antiquity fpread over
it, mixed with melancholy fequeftration ;
and the rooms are neither numerous nor
elegant, though fuperior to what the exter-
nal appearance feems to announce. Ina
large fquare apartment, which was formerly
the eating-room,are preferved two portraits :
one of George the Firft at full length, in his
robes of ftatc ; the other of Sophia Dorothea
herfelf. This laft pictare 1s very ill exe-
cuted ; but it refembles all the other pors
traits of her which I have feen. She is
reprefented in a fort of fancy drefs em-
broidered, and her hair ornamented with
flowers. . The face is .charming, and there

1s
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is in its expreffion a wildnefs or playful-
nefs, which adds to its effeét.

Adjoining to the above-mentioned apart-
ment, and on the fame floor, are three rooms,
one within the other. They command a
tolerable profpe@t to the North, over the
meadows in front of the houfe, through
which runs the river Aller, at the diftance
of three hundred paces. In the innermoft
chamber, the unfortunate Princefs of
Hanover expired on the 13th of Navember
1726, at ¢leven o'clock at night. She was
then fixty years and nine months old, of
which fhe had pafied’ near forty at Ahlden.
From the Gazette of that year, we are only
informed that her preceding indifpofition
was fhort. Many of the villagers remem-
ber her; and they confirm the fa& of
George the Elettoral Prince her fon, (af:
terwards King George the Second), having .
attempted in vain to obtain accefs to her.
Anxious to fee his mother, he fwam hig
horfe acrofs the river Aller, and unaccoms-
panied by any perfon, reached the Caftle.

o He
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He even paffed the outward moat, but was
flopped at the drawbridge of the inward
moat, by the Baron de Bulau, under whofe
care Sophia was placed. He drew his
fword, informed the Prince that he had
orders to refufe all admittance to the
Princefs, and compelled him to retire
without accomplifhing his purpofe. Her
dcath, which as I have already faid, pre-
ceded the deceafe of Geotge the Firft about
eight months, unqueftionably prevented
her fon from reftoring her to the honours
of which fhe had been fo long deprived.
Very late the fame day on which I +i-
fited Ahlden, I arrived at this city, where
every obje&t reculls the image of another
Princefs, fcarcely lefs unfortunate than
Sophia. I mean, as you will eafily ima-
gime, her defcendant, the late Queen of
Denmark, Caroline Matilda. It is curious
and atfeting to contemplate the fimilarity
of their hiftory. Both were precipitated
in the prime of youth from their elevation;
and their pretended lovers equally fell by
. « the
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the hand' of the affaffin, or of the: exé‘;‘.
cutioner. The two Princeffes alike ex--
piated their imputed errors, in imprifon-
ment or in exile; and they now repofe to-
gether in the fame, vault, where their remains
are depofited fide by fide. Hiftory, from
Julia, the daughter. of Auguftus, down
to the prefent hour, is little more than
a repetition of the fame fuppofed crimes,
accufations, and punifhments. It is only-
changing the name of Pandataria, to that -
of Ahlden, or of Zell. Sempronius
Gracchus, the lover of Julia, perithed
by a violent death, like Konigfimark and
Struenfee. The Semtramis of one age, is
the Catharine of another. |

This place 1s no longer to be recognized
for the fame city as it was three years ago,
when it exhibited the afpett of gaety,
amufement, and pleafure. Now all is filent .
and defert. Not a carriage is to be feen -
or heard in the frects; grafs already .
grows in the area of the Caftle, and hardly
@ human creature is to be found within

its
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its walls, I wandered yefierday for a con<
fiderable time through the' chambers and
 galleries, without being able to mieet any:
perfon; &ill on entering one- of the rooms,
I difcovered at the fartheft extremity a
nifan, whom I foon recognized to be Man-
tel; the late Queen’s faithful valet-de-
chambre. He condutted me over the’
Caftle. In the range of apartments which
was occupied by the Queen Matilda, every
thing remains exactly as it was left in May
1775, the period of her death. The Caftle -
of Zell, which s ftill-a noble edifice, worthy
the refidence of a fovereign Prince, 1is
a Gothic fortrefs, of & fquare figure, fur-
rounded by a deep moat, having ramparts -
and baftions for its defence. In the center
is a quadrangle, and the whole firuture
fotcibly reminds the beholder of thofc an-
tique deferted caftles, fo ﬁ"equently defcribed
tv'romance. Though part of it is near four
hundred years old, and tending to decay,
yeét the far greater portion, which was rebuilt,
or:at leaft modernized by George William, :
Duke
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Duke of Zell, in the laft century, continues:
in perfet prefervation. The ‘apartments,
inhabited by the late Queen of Denmark,
may almoft be termed magnificent ; but in
a few years they will probably fink into a.
ftate of neglett and dilapidation.
You requeft ‘me to relate .the hiftory of
that, Princefs. You defire to know the
“principal circumflances of the Danith re-
volution ; the manner of the Queen’s fub-
{equent hife at Zell : finally, the particulars
of her luft illnefs, death, and chara&er.
Many reafons muke me unwilling to gratify
your curiofity. The revolution of Den-
mark in 1772, as it*is commonly termed,
was not, like that of Sweden in the fame
year, a political or confiitutional - revolu-
tion, which altered the form of the go-
vernment : it was only a convulfion of the.
Court, produced by the indifcretion of a
young and unexperienced Queen, facilis
tated by the imbecility of a weak and cre-
dulous King, who permitted his mother-
in-law and brother to fieze on the admi-
‘niftration,
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itration, which he was himfelf incapable
of. exercifing ‘in perfon. When Guftavus
the Third effeted the revolution at Stock-
holm, every circumftance was tranfutted
in open day, and became matter of no-
toriety. But, the arreft and imprifonment
of the Queen Matilda, of Struenfee, and “of
Brandt, were performed in the night ; and

the fcene was the Royal Palace at Copen-"

hagen. The fats attending that extraor-
dinary tranfuétion, are befides too recent,
to jufitfy their entire difclofure. In com-
pliance neverthelefs with your defire, I
fhall fiate to you the leading events, which
preceded and followed ‘the Danifh revolu-
tion. If I do not relate every thing that
has come to my knowledge, you may ‘on

the other hand be aflured, that the faéts

which I record, are authentic.
The marriage of Chriftian the Seventh,

King of Denmark, with the Princefs Caro- |

line Matilda of England, was one of 'thofe
aliances in which neither fimilarity of dif-

pefition, nor any other requifites were

found,
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found, to-enfure nuptial felicity. * - The King
foon abandoned himnfelf to irveguldrities of
every kind, too puerile, effaminate, and difs
folute for' commemoration. - Nor .was the:
Danith Court lefs a fcene of univerfal diffi~
pation, calculated at once to corrupt the
heart, and to contaminate the manners. A
young and amiable woman; who faw herfelf
‘neglefted by her hufband,while fhe was at the °
fame time an obje& of refpect and homage to:
every other perfon that approached her,
could fcarcely be fuppofed to efcape the
moral contagion of fuch a fcenme. Yet,
previous to the King’s journey ‘in 1768,
when he vifited England, France, and other
parts of Europe, the Queen had fo conduét-
ed herfelf, as if,-not wholly to efcape de-
traétion, to preferve, however, a great fhare
of general affeCtion and popularity. The
birth of the Prince Royal, which preceded
the King’s departure from Copenhagen, .
augmented the attachment of the people ta
her perfon and dignity. ,

VOL. I. E It.
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- Jt:was at this time that Struenfbe, defs
%ined afterwards to make too ¢onfpicuous
s figure in the Danifh annals, firft became
known to Chaiftian the Seventh. The father
of Struenfee was only a,deacon of Renf-
bourg, a little towa in the Duchy of Slefwick,
where he fiill continues to refide. He en-
tertained little affetion for his fon, and
frequently, during the fhort term of Struen- -
fee’s elevation, foretold or apprehended his
approaching fate. When the King of
Denmark determined on vifiting fome of the
Courts of Europe, Struenfee was appointed
to attend his Majefty, in quality of phyfician;
he having previoufly prattifed medicine with
a degree of reputation and fuccefs, at Altona.
Brandt, who fuffered at the fame time with
Struenfee on the fcaffold, and whofe two
names are now become infeparably blended
in hiftory, was of a more elevated extrac-
-tion. His family, though not noble, was
very -refpe&able, originally from Holftein,
in the vicinity of Hamburgh, where his
: 17 - - anceflors
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wheefiors were eftablifred. He poiffeffed
many qualities caleulated to advamce theit
pofleffor in 4 court; his manneérs being
polithed, his addrefs eafy, and his convers
fation lively, as yell as amufing, Througha
out his life, no lefs than at his death, he
inanifefted perfonal courage; but in prims
ciple and virtue he was totally deficient.

Among the favourites of Chriftian the
Seventh, who were the companions of his
pleafures, Brandt occupied a diftinguithed
place ; and he was commonly feleted frome
among the crowd of courtiers, to make ohé
of the party at the King’s private fuppers
Having been appointed a Gentleman of the
Bed-chamber, he flattéred himfelf that he
fhould be placed on the Iift of thofe, whom
his Danifh Majefty named to dctompany
him on his intended travels; It was not
therefore without equal furprife and mottis
fication that Brandt found his name exe
cluded. Attributing his rejeftion to the
enmity and rivality of the young Count
Holcke, who had fapplunted: Him, us fie
’ ' Es con~



52 - MEMOIRS OF THE

oonceived, in -his Sovereign’s favour ; and,
flung with a’ preference fo injurious to his
views, Brandt endeavoured to procure the
difgrace of Holcke, by means of an anony-
mous letter addreffed to the King, accufing
that favourite of dlfaﬁ'e&lon But, the at-
tempt proved ruinous to himfelf: the letter
having been foon traced to its real author,
Brandt received an order to quit Copen-
hagen in twenty-four hours. He obeyed,and
retired to Paris, where he remained in ob-
fcurity as well as indigence. When the
King of Denmark arrived at that city,
Brandt found means to reprefent his po-
verty, and obtained fram his mafter a pre-
fent of a hundred Louis-d’ors.

Struenfee meanwhile had accompanied
Chrifian the Seventh on his travels. He
and Brandt meeting at Paris, they formed
a fort of .compa@, by which it was agreed
that if Struenfee, on his return to Denmark,
thould attain fufficient credit at Court, he
would ufe it to obtain the recal of the
oﬁher During the King’s ftay in France,

- . Struenfee



COUVKT OF BERLIX, ETC. [{]

Struenfee had rifen to a confiderable degres
of favour; and his Majefty. foon after .his
arrival at Copenhagen prefented him to
the Queen with his own hand; recom-
mending him at the fame time to her as
u man of talents, and as peculiarly fkilled
in the profeffion of phyfic. He was pro-
moted immediately to the place of a Privy
Counfellor, and foon became as acceptable
to the Queen, as he had been to her
hufband.

Reafons of a very dehcate and pecuhar_
nature, facilitated his progrefs in that
princefé’s. good opinion. The King and
fhe having been alienated from each other,
in confequence of his excefles, and having
ceafed to cohabit together, Struenfee unders
took to reconcile them, and fucceeded in
the attempt. He received every day from
‘both new marks of confideration and
efteem. Brandt, by his endeavours, was
recalled to Court, reinflated in office, and
they were fhortly afterwards raifed at'the
fame time, to the rank of Counts. , Struenfee

EJ in
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in-paiticiler become pot only the declared
favourite, but was conftituted firt minifter,
with almoft unlimited political power. Se
rapid end extraodinary sn elevation, nes
ecflarily excited many comments ; andenvy
ormdnynty added a thoufand reports, mv
)unous to the honour of the Queen.

- It muft he admitted even by thofe te
whom her memory is moft dear, that her
imprudence was great and inexcufable.
Not only in private, but at the theatre, in
the fireets of Copenhagen, and before mul-
titudes of fpeiators, fhe manifefted &
very injudicious preference for Struenfee.
He was himfelf fenfible of her Majefty’s
indiforetion, and endeavoured, but withont
effolt, to induce her from prudential mo-
tives, to moderate the tefumonies of her
partiality towards him in public. The
levity of her condu&t was augmenmted by
the impropriety of her drefs on many oc-
cafions. She was accuftomed to ride out
with Struenfee, habited completely in men’s
Mes, -without any mixture of female
. attire;
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attiret and though this mode is feithet
uncommon among ladies in the notth of
Eutope, nor implies ahy infsédefly of
teportment, yet it tended to intreafe tha
populdr clamout and mifréprefeitatiofi,

The King wed a paffive and quiet fpeed
tator of Struenfee’s favour, as well as of
the Queen’s attachment te him. Though
indifferent towards his wife, he neverthelefs
efteemed her; nor did he feel or exprefs
the flighteft refentment at her bebaviour.
His mind and body, equally debilitated
by excefies of every kind, left him without
afivity, and almoft without perception of
fentiment. He funk into a flate of im-
becility, which while it rendered him
capable of receiving the worft impreffions,
difqualified him from appreciating their
truth, or taking any part in the manage-
ment of public affsirs. The adminiftra-
tion devolved therefore on the Queen,
Struenfee, and their adherents: but the
Court was plunged in diverfions and im-
merfed in pleafures, which were foon to

L4 be
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‘be: fucceaded by fcenes of a vefy different
natggg. . .
. Struenfee. Was nnque{honably a man- Of
ab;lmes, cepable of great apphcahon to
bufinefs, rapid and decifive in his . refolu-
tions, as well as_enlarged-and patriotic in
his views. Many of his meafures tended
tp the amelioration, 1mpravement, - and
pggrandizement of Denmark, But he
neither poffefied the profound policy, the
fevere vigilance, nor the fuperior judgment,
requifite for maintainjng him in his fudden
elevation.. Towards the clofe of his mi-
niftry, heafted without forefight or addrefs;
as if, with the difficulties which augmented
round: him, he loft the ftrength and prefence
of his underflanding. At the head of his
enemies, who were numerous, powerful,
.and implacable, appeared the Queen Dow-
ager, and. her fon Prince Frederic. The
former, Juliana Maria of Brunfwick Wol-
fenbustel, widow of Frederic the Fifth, the
late King, had affuredly not received from
mtmﬁ any pre-eminent qualitics for governy
ment,
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ment. -Her fon, who feemed fill lefs
formed to occupy a diftinguithed place in
the hiftory of his country, infpired little
refpe@ or apprehenfion. But the indif-
cretion of the young Queen, and the fatal
fecurity of Struénfee, fupplied every defet:
Patience and perfeverance were alone ne-
ceffary in order to ripen the machinations
prepared for their deftrution.

Several perfons of the firft quality and
confideration in Denmark, impelled by am-~
bition, indignant at the preference thewn to
an obfcure ftranger, or irritated by their
exclufion from office, joined the Queen
Dowager’s party. Among the chief, were
Counts Rantzau and Oftein, General
Eichficd, and Colonel Koller Banner:
Various confultations were held by them,
.relative to the meafures proper to be pur-
fued; and towards the clofe of the year
1771, they finally determined to proceed
to altion without further delay. On the
fift day of January every year, it was
cuftomary at Copenhagen for the populace

ta



58 MEMOIRS OF THE

to affemble pear the Royal Palace, where
80 0X, roafted whole, was diftributed among
them. As the Court and Royal Family
ufually affifted at this feftivity, the Queen
Matilda had fignified her intention of being
prefent, accompanied by ‘the King, and
their ordinary attendants. Such an occa.
fion appeared too favourable to be neglett~
ed. The partizans of Juliana Maria and
Prince Frederic, having gained over a fuf-
ficient number of the foldiery, came to a
refolution of breaking in among the crowd,
arrefting their opponents, and even of
putting them to death upon the fpot, if
any refiftance were attempted. Nothing
could have apparently prevented the fuccefs
of the plan, which would have heen greatly
facilitated by the confufion arifing from the
affemblage of peaple: but it was difcon-
certed when pear its execution, by an ano-
nymous warning fent to a nobleman in
the Queen Matilda’s houfehold, enjoining
him to be abfent, if he regarded hus fafety.
He immediately communicated to her
‘. Majefty
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Majefty this alarming intimation, which
fhe by no means defpifed; and on pretence
of indifpofition, {he announced her refolue
tion not to be prefent at the ceremany.
So unexpetted a failure on her part, frufe
trated the proje&t, without infpiring ber or
her adherents with fufficient caution againft
future attempts of a fimilar nature; while
their enemies, difconcerted, but not dife
heartened, prepared to renew their attack
under more favourable circumftances.

They at length refolved to feize on the
Queen Matilda, and the principal perfons
attached to her, at the clofe of a mafked
ball, which was to be given in the Royal
Palace, upon the 15th of January, 1772.
Count Rantzau undertook the delicate com-
miffion of perfuading the King to fign the
order for the purpofe, and of putting it
afterwards into execution. To Koller
Banner was affigned the important talk of
arrefting Struenfee; and all the inferior
arrangements for enfuring fuccefs were
fettled with great dexgenty., They were
. never-



Po ' MEMOIRS OF THE

‘ieverthelefs on the point of being overs
“turnéd, at -the. very moment when all was
“vipe for aCtion. Rantzau, upon whofe
courage, fidelity, and fecrecy, no reliance
could be’ placed, determined ‘not only to
'withdraw his affiftance from the party in
which he had enlifted, but to reveal the
‘whole confpiracy to Struenfee. On the
-afternoon of the 15th of January, only a
few hours before the ball was to begin,
he wrote to the minifter, defiring to fee
‘him at his own apartments, upon bufinefs
of the utmoft importance.  Struenfee in-
tended to have gone thither; but, being
detained by a variety of affairs till it grew
late, he went firait to the ball, and thereby
Joft the faireft occafion of extricating him-
felf from deftruétion.

Rantzau, thus difappointed in his defign
of betraying his aflociates, was not however
the lefs refolved to renounce all further
.participation in their fchemes. He fent a
meflage therefore to the Queen Dowager,
acquainting her that he fhould beunable to
. come
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come to the Palace, or to execute the part
affigned him in the projefted revolution,-
on account of a violent attack of the gout,.
to which difeafe he was conﬁituﬁoniHyL
fubjet. Inorder to fupport the deceptxon,.
he caufed his legs to be wrapped in flan-
nels. This meflage, at once embarafling
and unexpefted, threw the perfons to.
whom it was addrefled, into the utmoft
confternation. But, the {pirit and decifion’
of Koller -Banner foon furmounted Rant-
zau’s pretended indifpofition. Having en-
treated the Quecn Juliana Maria not to
be alarmed, and confcious of the mo-
tives from which Rantzau aéted, Koller
Banner fent his own fedan chair to the
Count’s houfe. It was accompanied by
two grenadiers with their bayonets fixed,
who had pofitive orders to put him into
the chair at all events, and to condut him
to the Palace without an inftant’s de.ay
They were authorized to ufe force, if necef- "
fary ; but Rantzau, aware that refiftance

was vain, fubmitted, was carricd to Court,
and
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und performed the fervice expetted from
hkim. Koller Banner was indeed the ani-
mating foul of the enterprize, to whofe cool-’
nefs, prefence of mind, and intrepidity, its
fuccefs muft be principally attributed.
During the whole night, while at the ball,
he maintained the utmoft ferenity of de-
portment, and played at the fame game of
cards with Monfieur Berger, whom he im-
mediately afterwards arrefted.

" Two circumftances which took place in
the courfe of the evening, excited remark,
end ought to have awakened fufpicion.
The King, Queen, and their attendants,
entered the ball roor before ten o’clock ;
but Prinee Frederick, contrary to his ufual
cufiom, and in fome meafure contrary to
the refpeét due from him towards their Ma-~
Jefties, did nat arrive till more than an hour
kater. His countenance was fluthed, and
 his difordered looks betrayed the agitation
of his mind. As foon as he came, the Queen
advancing towards him faid, “ Vous venez
“ d’arriver bien tard, mon frere: Qu'avez
: “ vous?”
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¢ vous?’--- C'eft que j'ai en des affaires,
¢ Madame,” replied he. “Il me femble,”
anfwered fhe gaily, * que vous. .auriez
“ mieux fait de penfer a vos plaifirs qu’a
“ vos affaires, pendant une foiree de bal.”
The Prince made little or no reply, and the
converfation ended. The other incident
was ftill more calculated to have alarmed
Struenfee, if he had not overlooked it, or
had not with a fort of infatuation omitted
the neceffary precautions for his fafety. As
he was confcious of his own unpopularity,
and dreaded fome commotion among the
people, he had furrounded the ball-room
with guards, on whoie fidelity he knew, or
believed, he could rely. But, the officer who
commanded them, having been gained by
the oppofite party, changed the foldiers, fub~
flituting others in their place. The alteration
was even noticed by fome of Struenfee’s
friends; though, which feems ftill more exs
traordimary, it did not imprefs them' with
fufficient apprehenfion to produce any in-
quiry in confequence.

Between twelve and one o’clock the King
' quitted



64 MBMOIRS OF THE

guitted the room, and retired. The Queen,
who continued there to a later hour, fup«
ped with a lai‘ge party in her own box, to
which Prince Frederic was not admitted,
nor invited. After dancing the greater
part of the night with Struenfee, her
Majefly and he both withdrew nearly at
the fame time, about three 'o’clock.” The
company foon followed, and the iwo laft
perfons who remained in the ball-room,
were Brandt and the Countefs d'Oftein,
between whom there fubfified an attach-
ment. They were engaged in converfa-
tion, when the mafter of the revels went
up to Brandt, and faid, “Every one is
gone; I muft order the lights to be extin-
guithed.”—“1T will give direfiions for thut
purpofe,” replied Brandt; ¢leave it to me.”
A fingular fatality feems to have attended
the Queen and her friends. In order to
feize upon fo numerous a hody of men,
many of whom, it was unqueftionable,
would attempt refiftance, if they were not
taken by furpnfe, and feparatcly; it was re~
qmﬁte toattack them when unprepared and

alone.
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alone. The Countefs d’Oftein hed invited a
fele company of ladies and gentlemen,
among whom were Struenfee and Brandt, to
drink teain herapartments, after the con-
clufion of the ball. If this party had taken
place, it would have fruftrated the plans of
the Queen Dowager and her fon. They
would probably have efteemed it too dan-
gerous, to attack feveral of the firft men in
Denmark, collefted together in one room,
who were capable of defperate refiftance, and
might have either efcaped, or have defended
themfelves fuccefofully. In the progrefs of
fuch an attempt, the Royal Palace, where
the principal among,them were lodged, muft
no doubt, have been rendered a fcene of
carnage and horror. But cne of the ladies
who was invited, Madame de Schimmelman,
having a violent head-ach, excufed herfelf:
Madame de Bulow, unwilling to go without
her friend, made her excufes likewife ; and
the Countefs d'Oftein being then the only
‘remaining female of the party, it was re-
nounced. Every perfon retired to their re-

. VOL. I. F fpettive
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fpedtive apartments, and left the chiefs of
the enterprive free to commence their ope-
cations.

The moment for aClien was now arrived.
Rantzau, without lofs of tine, emtering
the King's bedchamber, awoke him, and
scquainted him that there exifted a con+
{pmracy againft his perfon and dignity, =t
the head of which were his wife, Stru-
enfee, and vartous of their affociates. He
then befought his Majefly to confult his
own fecurity, by inftantly figning an order
for their arreft, which Rantzau tendered
hum; yfmg every argument to enforce
bis foliatations. But, Chrifiian, though
teeble in mind, and taken by furprize, not
enly lhefitated, but refufed to aflix his
vame to the paper. The Queen Dowager
and Prince Frederic were therefore ealled in
to his bedfide ; and by means of expoftu~
lations, fupported by exaggerated or fulfe
reprefentations of the danger which he
ncurred from delay, they at lemgth pro-
cared his rolutunt conlemt. He figned the

21 erder,
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order, ‘which was :imme'diately .eartied into
ekecution.

. Koller Bammer repairing to S&ueni‘ees
chamber, forced open the doof, and feized
him in his bed. He was afleep. when tthis
event took place, for which he was fo totally
umprepared, that having' no clothes near
the bedfide, except his mafquerade drefs,
he 'was meceffitated to put on the domino
breeches which he had worn at the ball,
for want of any others. The weather
being extremely cold, he. was permitted
to wrap himfelf in his fur eloak, and they
then -conveyed him in a coach to the
citadel. While Koller Banner arrefted
Struenfee, Beringfhold, a man of a defpe~
rate but intrepid charafler, accompanied
by fome foldiers, entered -the room in
which Brandt was lodged. Unlike Stru-
enfée, he ftarted up, feized his fword, and
prepared for refiftance ; but on the foldiers,
by Beringthold’s orders, levellmg theu'
pieces, and threatening to fire on him, he
gave uwp his fword, and furrendered him-

F2 - fRlf
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JeIf prifoner. ' In the fame manner as Lis
companion in misfortune, he was inftantly
:'condu@ted under a guard, in a coach, to
.the citadel. Various other noblemen and
. gentlemen, their mlhq(‘ents, where at the
- famg time put into a ftate of arreft, or had
.centinels placed at the door of then' apart-
ments. '

But the moft dangerous and important
at’ of. the enterprife ftll remained to
‘perform ;' that of arrefting the Queen
‘Matilda. After retiring from the ball, fhe
continued fome time in her own room,
‘beforé e went to bed, occupied in fuckling
her litile daughter, who was fiill . at the
breaft. - Struenfee’s chamber being fituated
dire€tly under the Quecn’s, the noife which
"Koler Bannér made-in feizing his perfon,
was indiftinétly heard by her Majefty. Un-
fortunately fhe by no ineans however attri-
buted it to the real caufe.  On the contrary,
' unagmmg that the difturbance was occafion-
ed by the company, which, as the knew, was
tomeet inthe apa,rlmout of Madame d'Oftein,

and
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and which party fhe concluded, had been
transferred to that of Struenfee, fhe ordered
one of her women to go down, and .to.re-
queft them to be lefs intemperate in their-
mirth, as they would otherwife prevent her
from taking any repofe. The woman did
not return: the noife ceafed; and the
Queen, wholly unfufpicious, having foon
retired to reft, fell into a profound fleep.

It was about five o’clock in the morning,
when fhe was awakened by a Danith fe~
male attendant, who always lay in the ad-
joining room. Holding a candle in. one
hand, fhe held out a paper to the Queen
in the other, whichy with marks of agita-
tion, the requefted of her Majefty to perufe.’
It contained a requeft, rather than an order,
couched in very concife, but very refpeéiful
terms, ftating that < the King of Denmark,
for reafons of a private nature, wifhed
her to remove to onc of the Royal Palaces.
in the country for a few days.” The
Queen, fcarcely awake, in her firft furprize
imagined that the note which the faw in her

F 3 woman’s
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womans hand came from the Baron de
Bulow, her mafier of the horfe; and that
its purport was to inquire, whether it
was her pleafure to hunt on that day.
But, no fooner had fhe caft her eye over
the paper, and read its contents, with the
Royal. fignature annexod, than fhe inftant-
ly comprehended the nature and extent
of her misfortune. Confcious that if {he
could: only gain accefs to the King, fhe
fhould' be abe in a moment to overturn the
Plans of her enemies, the fprung out of bed ;
and without waiting to put on any thing ex-
cept a petticout and fhoes, fhe rufhed into
the antichamber. There, the firft obje&
which met her view, was Count Rantzau,
feated: quietly in a chair. Recolletting
then her. dithevelled. ftate, the exclaimed,
“ Eloignez vous, Monfieur le Comte, pour
Tamour de Dieu, car je ne fuis pas prefen~
table,” She immediately ran back into her
chamber, and-haftily threw on fome clothes
aflifted. by her women,

’ On
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On attempting a fecond time to ledve
ner room, fhe found that Rantzaw had
withdrawn himfelf, after Ratoffing an
officer in the door-way, who oppofed Ke#
further paffage, Rendered almoft frmtie
by this infult, added to her diftrefs, fhe
feized him by the hair, demanding to fee
Count Struenfee, or the King. * Ma.
dam,” faid he, «“I only do my duty, and
obey my orders. There is no Count
Struenfee now, nor can your Majefty fee
the King,” Having however puthed him
afide, the advanced at the door of the an-
tichamber, where two foldiers had crofi~
ed their firelocks,ein order to ftop her
progrefs. The Queen commanding them
to let her pafs, and adding promifes of re-
ward if they obeyed, both the foldiers
fell on their knees; and one of them faid
in Danifh, “Jtisa fad duty, but we muft
perform it; our heads are anfwerable, if
we allow your Majefty to proceed.” As no
one, however, dared to lay hands upon

F 4 the
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t.he Queen, the ﬁepged over the mukets.
wﬁ;ch were croffed, and ‘ran half wild,
along the Corridore leading to the King’s
apartment. She even forced her way into
it-by violence ; but her cnemies, aware that
The.might try to gain admittance, and juflly
apprehenﬁve of her influence over him,
had taken the precaution of removing him
betimes, to another part of the Palace. -
Exhaufted by the agitation of her mind,
and by fuch exertions of body, the Quecn
attempted no further refiftance. She re-
turned to her own chamber, where the was
aided to drefs herfelf, and informed that fhe
muft inftantly quit Copenhagen.  Rantzau
had the infolence to fay to her, alluding to
his gouty feet, * Vous voyez, Madame,
que mes pitds me manquent ; mais, mes
bras font libres, et jen offrirai un & votre
Majefté, pour l'aider, & monter en voiture.”
She was then put into a coach, which
waited. for her at the door near the
chapel of the Paluce. Two ladies, a maid
fervant, the little Princefs her daughter,
whom
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whom fhe fuckled, and a Major in the
Danith fervice, got into the carriage with
her. They took the road to Cronfbourg,
a diftance of about twenty-four miles from

the Capital ; which, as they drove at a great

rate, they foon reached, and in which for---

trefs the Queen was confined.

Having thus minutely related the parti-
culars of that extraordinary night, it is not
my intention to enter on any of the events

which followed. They were in general.

matters of notoricty. All Europe knows
the tragical cataftrophe of Brandt and Stru-
enfce; the former of whom fuffered for

his political and priyate connetion ‘with-

the Minifter and favourite of the Queen

Matilda. It was not the blow given by

him to Chriftian the Seventh, that brought
him to the block. That imprudent att
ferved, indeed, for a pretext on which to

found the accufation ; but was not his real -

crime.  While in prifon, Brandt was always

gay, and never appeared to apprehend that -

he thould be put to death. His flute con-

fututed his principal refource, and he was -

accuftomed
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W frequently te play the air in thé
« Deferteur,” beginning, Mourxr, ceft
notre dernier reflort,”

Struenfe was as much his fupenor in
talerits, as he fell heneath Brandt in per-
fomal courage, While confined in the
citadel, Struenfee drew up his famous cor~
foffion ¢ & cempofrtion' which did more
henour to his ability as a writer, than to his
conftancy or fortitude as a man. Init he
avowed, or divulged, more than his enemies
probably expefted:; perhaps, more than was
even trué, At the feaffold he manifefted
contrition; as well as pufillanimity ; while
Brandt met s punithment with a fort of
carélefs and unprincipled intrepidity, The
fate of the imprifoned Quecn was long
doubtful, and fhe probably owed to her
near alliance with the King of Great Bri-
tain, tliat meafures of extreme feverity
were not adopted againft her, by the new
miniftry’ of Denmark. It was propofed to
immure her for life, in fome of the prifons
of ftate ;' and the Caftle of Aabourg in-the
peninfula-of Jutland, a folitary and fequef~

tered
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tered province of the Danifh dominions,
was once deftined for thé purpofe. But,
the powerful and fpirited interpofition of
the Britith Crown procured her releafe,
after paffing moye than four months in the
fortrefs of Cronfburgh. She embdrked:
from Elfinenr in the end of May 1772,
and landed at Stade in the Hanovesian
dominions, where fhe was received with
diftinguithed honours.

- Tt was neverthelefs matfer of embarraff~
ment and difficulty, to fix the precife place
for her future refidence; as neither the
ftate of her finances, nor the peculiar cir-
cumftances atteriding her fituation, feemed
to dictate Hanover for the purpofe. The
Cafile of Zell, more retired from public
notice, feemed better adapted in many ref-
pects.  But, it had not been inhabited, ex-
cept at fhort intervals, for near {eventy years,
and required confiderable repairs in order to.
render it commodious. The Queen there-
fore was carried during the fummer, to a
little hunting feat, in a remote part of the
Blettorate, not far from the banks of the
Elbe
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'Elbe ‘named Geeurde; belonging to her.
'l’)rotber, His Britannic Majefty. She re-
mained there in profound retirement with,
only @ few attendants, till the autumn,
‘when fhe repaired to the Caflle of Zell,
which had been mtennedlately rendered
fit for her reception. The liberality of
the King of Great Britain provided her a
becoming houfehold, compofed principally.
of Hanoverian nobility of both fexes..
The Queen,” who was under no fort of re-
ftraint or confinement, except that which.
her rank and dignity neceffarily impofed,
held .frequent drawing-rooms, at which
perfons of condition yere prefented ; and
a theatre was fitted up for her amufement
in the Caftle, wherc dramatic picces were
frequently performed.

~Her table, if not fplendid, was ele-
gant; and the Queen’s affability, added
to her natural cheerfulnefs of temper,
rendered her little Court more than com-
monly agrceuble. Her pleafures, ‘indeed,
were extremely limited, from the nature
of her pecuniary refources : for fuch
. : was
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:was the generofity of her difpofition; that
.it exhaufted her means, .and frequently left
.her almoft deftitute of money. ' But -flm
.was well repaid by. the general attachment
-which fhe infpired. Never was any Princefs
more univerfally belo\ed and never.were
the advantages of adv. erfity, on a2 mind na-
turally firong, .well difpofed, and good,
more firikingly. exemplified than in her!
She poffefied cxcellent talents, numerousy
refources, and great accomplifhments. . Had
her life been prolonged, fhe would no
doubt have made ample atonement for the
-erroxs, into which youth, inexperience, and
flattery, had precipitated her while on the
throne of Denmark. She was unfortu-
nately fnatched away in the prime of life,
at twenty-four years of age, and after
a refidence of fcarcely more than two
years and a half at Zell. I drew from
Mantel, her valet-de-chambre, whom I
have already mentioned, and who attended
her to the laft moment, the minute detail

-of all the circumftances attending her illnefs
and
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‘snd death. They are too interefting, us
well as aunthentic, not to preferve ithem,
‘as mearly. as poffible, in Mantel's exat
words. The fimplicity of the narration
8 . moretﬂh&mg, than any ftudied re-
ettad. -

% The Queen,” fuid he, who was of
“ @ plethoric habit of bedy, had been
% always conflitutionally fubjett to inflam-
¢ matidns in her throat; and the weather at
“ the time when fhe died, was uncoramonly
“ warm. On Thurfday the 4th of May
44 1775, fhe rofe, as was her cuftom, rather
“ early, and walked out. The ladies who
“ accompanied her Majefty, though they
% ufed many entreaties, could not prevail
“ on her to wear a capuchin, and fhe re~
“ tarned after a long walk of about two
“ hours. When the entered the Caftle, I
*“"met her. Letting her arms full, as if
« fatigeed, fhe faid; * Mantel, I am not
% well; I am exceedingly tired, and huve
 pafled a refilefs night.” 1 brought in
* breakfaft, and the continved very.lan

46 gﬂld 3
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“ guid; but neverthelefs, made’ her np~

“ pearance at dinner, though fhe est little
% or pothing. In the efternosn, fhe. some

* plained for the firft time; that her throat
“ gave her pain, and felt inflamed.. When
“ the card tables were placed in the even-
“ ing as ufual, the was too much indife
“ pofcd to beable to take any pant of the
“ diverfion. The ladies about het, gwoe
“ pofed therefore, to have a fofa brought,
“ in order that fhe might lie down, and
“ look on while they played. Peroeiving
“ that the Queen was very ill, I prefumed
“ to offer my advice, that fhe thould
“ go immediately to, bed, to which fhe
“ confented, and ordered her women to
“ undrefs her. I then implored her te
* fend for Leyfer her phyfician, which the
“ at firft refufed ; but on my repeated im-
“ portunity, permitted me to call him in te.s’
“ her affiftance, As foon as he had felt her
« palfe, he was greatly alarmed. “ Mgmgl," '
“ faid the Queen to me, when he was
“ gone, * Iamwvery ill, and 1 fully be~

*“ licve
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. % lieve I fhall die.” Though I affeted to
* treat her opinion as unfounded, I was
“ not the lefs deeply impreflfed with 4
* conviCtion, that {he was in imminent
« danger. )

“ On the enfuing day the fymptoms
# became worfe, and upon Saturday, erup-
* tions appeared all over her body. Zim-
“ merman, the celebrated phyfician, being
¢ fent for from Hanover, arrived on the
 Sunday ; but, her diforder, which was a
 putrid fever of a very malignant nature,
“ already affumed the moft alarming afpect,
“ and left fearcely any hopes of her re-
“ covery. On Monday, the Queen’s voice
“ began to grow inarticulate, but fhe pre-
“ ferved her fenfes perfeétly. I fat by her
“ Mujefty continually, night and day,
“ though fhe many times commanded me

+% {0 leave her, and go to reft, as I muft
“ have need of fleep. I was however ab-

T« fent,’only o few minutes at intervals,
% in order to take fome refrefhment. At
* length, on the Tuefday, which was the

“ day
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day preceding her death, as all bher
female attendants were exhaufted with
watching, and I was become myfelf- al-
moft incapable of further exertion or
fervice, a common  Fille de Garderobe”
was permitted to attend her Majefty.-
This girl was the only perfon who caught
the Queen’s diftemper, though it was
certainly malignant and infeCtious in
a high degree. She was feized with
a violent fever, the {ymptoms of
which exaltly refembled thofe of the
Queen’s maludy ; but, after firuggling
with it for three weeks, the girl re-
covered. .

“ During the two laft days, the phyfi-
cians pronounced her Majefty’s cafe
defperate and hopelefs. Her firength
gradually failed, her voice became quite
extinft, and her fenfes alone remained
perfett. On Wednefday, the 1oth of
May, I plainly perceived her diffolution
approaching ; and that night, about ten
minutes after eleven o’clock, fhe ex-
VOL. I. G “ pired.
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% pired. “Her women would not, how-
¥ ever, be perfuaded that the was dead;
% they laid her head en the pillow, and
¢ drefled her, fiill ﬂattering themfelves
“ that the had life remaining. But fhe
"¢ was fearcely cold, before the body began
“ tochange. At five o'clock on Thurfday
“ momning, the elteration was very per-
« ceptible; and all the fpots on her face
% and neck, which while fhe was alive,
% were red or purple, affumed a black
“ colour. So rapid and univerfal a.morti-
& fication fucceeded, that it became im-
«. praflicable to preferve, or to embalm the
“ body. She was, therefore, put into lead
¢ without delay, and ‘her funeral was per-
¢« formed on Friday the 12th, at midnight.
“ It was an awful and affeéting folemnity,
¢ the corpfe being followed by an immenfe
“ multitude of weeping attendants. All
% Royal honours were paid her, and fhe
“ was d¥pofited in the vault of the Dukes
« of Zell, near the coffin of Sophxa, Princefs
* of Hanover.”
SR Thefe
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Thefe were the exatt particulars of the
Queen Matilda’s death, as Mantel related
them tome. When he had concluded, I
afked if there was any fbundation for a
flory, which had, been circulated in London,
and to which fome credit was attached ;
that the had caught her illnefs from one of
her pages whorn fhe had vifited, and who
was carried off by a fimilar malignant
diftemper? ¢ There certainly was,” an-
fwered he, *in her houfehold, a page, who
« died eight days before the Queen’s' fei-
“ zure. The diforder which accafioned
“ his death, was a very fcorbutic habit of
“ body,- attcnded with ulcers and fwelling
“ in the legs. As he expired in the Cafile
¢ of Zell, the corpfe, when about to be in-
“ terred, was laid out in a coffin not clofed
“ down, and placed in a fmall room of one
* of the towers, over which was auother,
“ where her Majefty frequently
“ The two apartments commumied by a
“ little winding flaircafe. Before the fune-
“ ral commenced, the Queen exprefied a

G2 ¢ great
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¢ great defire to look at the body; but, her
“ Jadies oppofed it, and reprefented to her
“ how injudicious, as well as hazardous,
“ fuch a curiofity might prove. Indefiance
“ of their remonftrances, the perfifted ne-
¢ verthelefs in her with, and went down
¢ with that intent, to the chamber in which
¢ the body lay; but, aware of her defign,
% I had locked the door, and removed the
“ key. When fhe demanded it, I affured her
¢ that it could not be found; and after feve-
¢ ral vain endeavours, fhe therefore return-
 ed to her own room. It happening in the
“ afternoon, I brought tea to her Majefty.
¢ We thought that fke had given up any
“ further intention of looking at the page ;
“ when, in a few minutes fhe fuddenly
¢« ftarted up, and beforc any of the ladies
¢ prefent could interpofc to prevent or
“ fiop her, fhe ran down to the chamber
“ where_lay the corpfe. Unfortunately,
“ the l‘kor was then open: fhe ftept in,
“ and ftaid about a minute, not longer, re-
¢ garding it attentively; but, the exprefled

[ no
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* no particular horror or emotion at the
“ fight, more than was natural on con-
“templating fuch an obje&. I neither
“ believe that the body could communi-
“ cate any infeClion, nor is it my opinion
“ that the ftaid long enough, had there
“ been any, for her to receive it. Whether
“ the incident might have made a deep, or
“ injuriolts impreffion on her imagination,
“ is certainly difficult to fay. I cannot
“ however in any degree impute the
“ Queen's confequent illnefs and death, to
¢ this circumftance.”

I defired Maitel 1o inform me, if there
was any fhadow of reafon for fufpelting
that poifon, or other unnatural means had
been ufed, to producc her death. * God
“ only knows,” faid he; ¢1I think, not.
“ The inhabitants of Zell are all as firmly
“ perfuaded of her having been poifoned,
¢ asif they had fecn her fwallow it. They
* accufc an Italian of having adminiftered
“ it to her, though the man had not ap-
« proached her perfon, for near or quite a

G 3 [13 ym
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% Yaur before her deceafe. He had been
% in the fervice of the Great Duke of Tuf-
¢ cany®, and being recommended to her
s¢ Majefty for a fteward, was fent her from
4 Vienna. * He proved to be a moft profii-

“ gate, unprincipled man. When he ar-
“ rived at Zell, he brought with him a
“ yery pretty young woman, whom he
% called his daughter, though the was in
« reality his miftrefs. While he ftayed
¢ here he contrafled a number of debts,
“ and being unable to difcharge them, he
¢ went off with his mifirefs, to Brunfwic
¢ and.Berlin. He has not been heard of
“ fince. The credulous and prejudiced
“ peo;)le accufe him of having been gained
% by the Danifh Court; and they believe
¢ that he adminiftered a flow poifon to the
¢ Queen, before his departure; but, I am
“ not at all inclined to join in fuch a
¢ fufpicion.”

* The same Prince who has since been Emperor, by
the same of Leopold the Second.

If
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If Mantel’s evidence and opinion were
not fufficient to do away;fo-ugjuft and
abfurd an imputation, the circumftazces of
the Queen of Denmark’s diforder, as well
as a. knewledge of the general ftate of her
health and conftitution, would fuffice, in
my judgment, to difprove the idea of
poifon. I have already remarked, that the
was of a very full habit, and -at all times
inclined to inflammatory complaints. She
had been twice attacked with a fever, fimilar
to that which carried her off, in the courfe
of the ycar preceding her deceafe. The
month of May 1775 began with' very
warm weather; and the Queen who was
accuftomed to ufe violent exercife, had pro-
bably over-heated her blood by walking.
When thefe particulars are impattially
confidered, they fufficiently explain the
caufes of her death, without having re-
courfe to poifon or to infection.

In her perfon fhe was more than agree-
able, and might be pronounced handfome,
had fhe not been too large. It is probable,

G4 if
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.if fhe had lived many years, the would
have become corpulent, though fhe endea-
voured by temperance and fevere exercife,
to reprefs that tendency. Her complexion,
like all the Princes of her Houfe, was very
fair, her nofe well formed, her eyes elo-
quent and expreflive, her under-lip too
'large; and in fpeaking, fhe had a degree
of quicknefs, which neverthelefs became
her. She had fine teeth, fmall and regular.
Of her manners, as well as of her talents,
accomplifhments and qualities of mind, I
have already made mention. When her
hiftory is better known, and more im-
partially appreciated. pofterity will do
juftice to her memory. They will place
her, if not among the number of great,
yet certainly in the lift of amiable and
unfortunate Princeffes. They will con-
fider her errors as the refult more of
fituation, example, and court-fedution,
than of charatter or intention. That they
were overbalanced and obliterated by her
misfortunes, cannot be denied. Her early

death
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death renders her peculiarly an objedt, at
once of commiferation and regret. It
took place at a very critical moment, and
is not the leaft fingular circumftance at-
tending her deftiny. 1 fhall probably renew
my correfpondence from Berhin.
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LETTER III.

Brunfwic— Reigning Duchefs of Brunfiic
Wolfenbuttle~—Berlin—D«fcription of that

Capital. * °
BenviN, October 19th, 1777.

¥ ™ journey from Zell to this city, I
pafied three or four days at Brunfwic, on

all of which I dined or fupped at Court. The
Hereditary Prince, to my great regret, was
abfent; his military duty and rank in the
Pruffian forces obliging him to be at Potz-
dam, where the reviews and maneuvres
are about to commence, which are per-
formed there every autumn. The Heredi-
tary Princefs, to whom I had the honour
of being known, during the hfe of the
late Queen of Demark, at Zell, reccived
me very gracioufly: but I fhould be un-
grateful, if I did not mention m a dif-
tinguithed manner, the marks of attention
which I received during my flay, from
the reigning Duchefs of Brunfwic. She
is
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is a fifter of the prefent King of Pruffia,
and poffefles no inconfiderable portion of
the genius, as well as fuperiority of mipd,
which in this age peculiarly charatterize the
Family of Brandenburg, as they did in the
laft, the Houfe of Drange.

Time has by no means enfeebled her
mental powers, r diminifkied the animation
which prevades her difcourfe, though fhe
has already paflfed her fixtieth year. She
did me the honour to converfe with me
repeatedly and unrefervedly, upon many
topics.  Hiftory, polite letters, poetry,
philofophy, travels, were all familiar to
her. 1 have fcarcely, ever met with a wo-
man in any walk of life, who poffeffed an
underftanding more enlarged and culti-
vated. She remembers George the Firft,
whom fhe had feen in her early youth at
Berlin; and fhe recounted to me fome
interefting wnetdotes relative to him, as
well as to the old Eleftrefs Sophia, her
great grand-mother. More than once, in
the courfe of our converfation, fhe lamented

' the
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the fetters that her rank impofed on her, and
the inability which it inflited of vifiting
the various countries of Europe. ¢ How
“ much,” faid fhe to me, “do I envy
“ you that gratification, the renuncation
% of which is dearly purchafed by all that
= birth, or fortune, or elevation can be-
% flow!” T was 23 much penetrated with
ber condefoenfion and unreferve, as 1 was
charmed by her capacity and love of know-
ledge. If fhie had been placed on a more
confpicious theatre, fhe would, I am per-
fuaded, have acquired great celebrity: but
fhe 1s loft in a German Court of the fecond
order, fuch as Brunfwic. Who would
ever have heard of Catherine the Second,
had fht remained at Stettin, or at Zerbf,
in her origmnal obfcurity? It 1s fortune
slone which can call out extraordmnary
abilities, and place them in their proper
fphere.  Neither Richlien, nor Colbert,
nor Alberoni, however eminent their ta-
lents, would have denied their obligations
"to that goddefs.

1 have
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I have faid nothing to you of the Reign-
ing Duke of Brunfwic, who is now about
faxty-four, and in a ftate of great caducity.
I was prefented to him ; but he no longer
eats in public, {ince he has been vifited
by a paralytic firoke, fifteen months ago.
It is neverthelefs eafy to perceive, in fpite
of his perfonal infirmities, that he has
formerly been handfome and well-made.
His articulation is become very indiftin&,
and lus conftitution totally enfeebled. I
could not look at him, without refletting
on the different deflny of hus two brothers.
One, the unfortunate Anthony Ulrick,
(father of the more wretched Ivan the
Third Emperor of Ruffia,) fill, I believe,
exifts in exile at Kolmogory, ncar Arch-
angel, among the perpetual fnows, in the
vicinity of the Arétic Circle. The other,
Prince Ferdinand commanded, as you will
recolle&, with diftinguithed reputation, the
allied armies, during the laft war inGermany,
and is now altogcther retired from public life.
On quitting Brunfwic, which I could not
do without regret, the Hereditary Princefs,
as
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as a mark of her proteftion gave me letters
of introduction for the Hereditary Prince,
her hufband; as did the Princefs Dorothea,
for Prince Frederic of Brunfwic, her brother.
To the politenefs and attention of the latter
Prince, L have great obligations, for rendering
my ftay in Berlin agrecable, as well as ufeful.
He is, like all the Princes of lus family,
in the fervice of Pruffia; and during the
greater part of the yeur, he refides in this
capital. But, he has apartments likewife at
the Phlace of “ Sans Souci,” and is one of the
few whom the King diftinguifhes by marks
of his peculiar regard and affeftion. Itis
from Prince Frederic of Brunfwic, that I
have received the only minute detail of his
uncle’s private life, occupations, pleafures,
and manner of appropmating his time;
particulars, on the accuracy and exa&titude
of which the moft perfe€t reliance may be
placed, and which are objets of the moft

matural, as well as liberal curiofity!
I muft here premife, that I have not
“been prefented to his Pruffian Majefty ;
@ misfortune, as well as a diftinétion,
for
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fur which I am indebted :to the ' Tour

* round the Baltic.” - The freedom - with

which I ventured to animadvert:in -that
work, on the partition of Poland, :and puk
ticularly on the treatment of the city of

Dantzic by Fredenc, have excited his Ma-

jefty’s refentment. It was fignified, through -

the medium of his minifter, to.the Britith
Envoy Mr. Elliot, that my being prefented
at Court would not be agreeable. Iam ata
lofs to determine, whether.I ought to con-
fider fuch an exclufion as fubjef of pride,
ar of mortification; fince I :certainly can-
not either repent, or retralt the. fentiments
. which have occafioned it. But, the friend-
fhip of Prince Frederic has procured me
an occafion of feeing the King more at. my
eafe than I could have done at his levee; by
fending an officer who conduéted me, a few

momings ago, to the Princefs Amelia’s Pax

lace, in the “ Rue Guillaume,” where his’

Majefly breakfafted. :
. I had there the gratification of conﬁdei'
ing him for a_few minutes, divefted .of the

- 14 . - reftraint -

i-
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refiraint impofed by the forms of a Court.
The King of Pruffia, unlikesmoft of the other
Sovereigns of Europe, is neither to be feen,
except on very particular occafions, by vifit-
ing the capital of his dominions; nor is it at
Berlin that his charatter can be ftudied, or
his ations inveftigated. So limited and re-
firained is the communication between
this metropolis and Potzdam, that fcarcely
any thing tranfpires here which is tranf-
afted there, till feveral days afterwards.
The King may be dangeroufly indifpofed,
without its ' being generally known, or
without the nature of his illnefs being well
underftood. At Viepna, and at Drefden,
they are often better acquainted with the
private tranfactions of Frederic, than in his
own capital, only twenty miles from the
place of his refidence. Such is the policy,
and fuch are the precautions of that able
and extraordinary Prince!

Before, however, I enter on the examin-
ation of his charafter, and the leading
events of his reign, I muft fay a few words

relative

-
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relative to Berlin. They fhall be fow,. in
compliance with the general principlérwhich
1 have laid down for my conda@y of defuvils
ing ‘men, not citics. Unlike Paris, Londos,
or Madrid, this place recalls to the belioldde
at every ftep, the image, the genius; atwdithe
aftions of the reigning Sovereign. It e’
fpecies of mirror, in which Fredexic is per-
potually feen, either as the' Genersd, the
Archite®, or the Mafter. Péter the Great
is not more conflantly prefent to the i
nation at Peterfburgh, than is the prefunt
King of Pruffia at Berlin. He is befides, the
Palladio of s own Capital. I have feen
him riding tlowly through the pritteipal
fircets, accompanied only by his* nephew
Prince Frederic of Brunfwic, a General:
Officer, and three or four attendants; giving
exaft direhions relative to every ftruéture,

®und examining with liis glafs at his eye, the:

progrefs of the works undertaken fott its
improvement or embellithment.

. Like Peterfburgh, this city is magni:

ficent, regular, and has {prung upin a great

VOL. I. H meafitre
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meafirre fince the beginning of the. prefent
century. It exifted indeed previoufly; but
only eighty years ago, it contained fearcely
more than twenty-five thoufand inhabitants.
. They now eftimate the population at above
o hundred and twenty thoufand. In the
«oentye of Berlin, a ftranger finds himfelf com-
pletely furrounded by a groupe of palaces
or, public, buildings of the mofl firiking
kind. Several of thefe edifices owe their
conftrution to the prefent King; and on the
front of the Opera Houfe, which he built
at the beginnimg of his reign, we read the
fhort gnd claffic infeription affixed by him-
felf, , Fredericus Rex, Apollim, et Mufis.”
His univerfal and creative gemus has how-
evtr been conftantly intent on maintaining
the fpirit of mihtary enthufiafin, in the midft
of the arts of peace, and among all the dif-
play of architecture, tafte, or magnifience.
We never cgafe to recollect that we are ina
coyntry, ﬁ; from the fovereign to the
peafant, every man is born a foldier. But,
it s in the Garnfon Church, that thofe

feelings
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feelings are peculiarly awakened, animated,
and called into aflion.

I was prefent at the fervice performed
there, fome days ago. Nothing in encient
Rome, or Sparfa, could have been more
ably and artfully calculated to mix the lova
of glory with the rites of religious worthip.
Nothing can be more calculated to raife the
Prufiian foldier in his own cftimation, above
thofe of other European States. No relics,
faints, or fhrines are there to be found:
the mufic, ornaments, and decorations are
all military, and all appropriate. Trophies
and enfigns, gained in battle, float from the
roof in every part of the edifice. They
remind the veteran of his paft exploits, and
carry him, in the midft of devotion, to the
fcene of his valour at Rofbach, at Liffa, or
at Torgau. They foften the anguith of his

* wounds, awaken the moft grateful recol-
le€tions in his bofom, and er him a
participator in the fame of overeign.
The four heroes of the Pruffian monarchy
who fell in battle, Schwerin, Keith,

& H2 Winter-
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Winterfeldt, and Kleifi, are elevated on
four pedefials, furmounted with emblems
of war and viftory. He who can refift
the combined effeét of fo many abjefis,.
a&mg at once upon the fenfcs, the affec-
tions, and ‘the underftarding, muft be en-
dowed with more than common apathy.

If, however, Berlin firitkes by its re-
gularity and the magnificence of its pubhe
buildings, it imprefies not lefs forcibly with
a fentiment of melancholy. It is neither
enriched by commerce, enhivened by the
general rvefidence of the Sovereign, nor
animated by induftry, bufinefs, and free-
dom. An air of filence and dcjeélion
reigns in the fireets, where at noon-day
fcarccly any paflengers are feen except
foldiers. The population, much as 1t has
augmented during the prefeat reign, is
lull very, unequal to the eatent and magni-
tude of the city. Oftentation and vanity,
more v.hni:ility or neceflity, feem to
hawe impelled Frederic to enlarge and em-
bellith his capital. The fplendid fronts of

21 the
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‘the fineft houfes, frequently conceal poverty -
and wretchednefs. A colonnade, hardly -
inferior to that of the Louvre, prbire's Wwhen
infpetted, to be only a cafern, ot a barrack.
We are firft difappointed, and in the end’
difyrufted with this deception. Peteriburgh,
though fituate in a much more inclement
latitude, has a thoufand natural and politi-
cal advantages, which are fought 'in- vain
at Berlin. The Neva itfelf, at the former
city, flowing majeftically from the lake
Ladoga into the gulf of Finland, is at once
a fublime and pleafing objoét, covered with
fhips, and exhibiting a fecene perpetually
vary ing as well as gay. Here, the little
river Spree creeps along, unnoticed and
forgotten.  Like London, Berlin is com-
pofed cntircly of brick; for there are, un-
fortunately, no quarries of ftone in its vici-
nity. They mafk indeed the exterior of
the houfes with plafier or ftuceo; but it
foon falls off, and betrays the orfinal mean-
nefs of the materials. The King too ap.
pears to be more fond of conftruling than
H 3 of
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of ‘repairing, though he compels fuch of
“his fubjets as build, to conform to the rules
"of architeure, and to adopt the clevation
or plan of the adjoining houfes.
Nothing can be more deftitute of beauty,
variety, or fertility, than ‘the environs of
Betlin. " On every fide ftretches an expanfe
of fand, and as foon as a carriage pafles the
gates, it i8 buried up to the axle-trees.
Scarcely any trees, exeept firs, are to be
feen; and even from hence to Potzdam,
the intermediate country is in many parts
almoft a wildernefs. The morafs which fur-
rounds Peterfburgh, is not fo dreary ; and
the favage rocks, deftitute of vegetation,
amidft which Stockholm is built, are at leaft
undulated, romantic, and pi@urefque, Even
Hanover, though ce n.ainly not placed in a
favoured poﬁu(m, or in a fertile foil, yet is
preferable in thefe refpeéls to the Pruffian
capitul. I fhall fay no more however rela-
‘tive to it ; mor fhould I have gone into fo
large a detail, if I did not confider it as in~
timatoly connefted with the charafler and
gemus
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genius of the King. Other cities are con~
firuéted or embelhfhed, atleaft in fome de-
gree, by the people, in proportion to the
commerce, opulence, or grandeur of the
State. But, the mofl beaytiful part of
Berlin, the ¢ Fredericfiadt,” is almoft ex-
clufively the work of Frederic. The ¢ Me-
“ moires de la Maifon de Brandebourg”
are fcarcely more his own produ&ion. 1In-
deed, by no means as much fo, if we may
believe thofe who wifh to détrat from his
hiterary merit. I am however of a different
opmion; nor can I fee any thing in that
performance, to which, without the aid of
Voltaire or D’Aleml.vert, the talents of the
King are unequal. It is only when he con-
defcends to affeél their manner, that we feel
inchined to difpute his originality.
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LYETTER 1V,

Ezamination of the CharaGer and A&ions of
Brederic-the Second, King of Prufia.
. brapn, October 23, 1777.

I;' is difficult to contemplate, and fill
A mope difficylt to dehincate a charaéter
fo interefting s that of the prefent King
of Pruffia, without fecling a degree of en-
thyfiafm allied to partiality. Perhaps, if we
£xeept Cefor in antiquity, no Prince of any
-age has exhibited fuch a combination eof
talents, egually adapted to the field and to
the cabingt, to aftive as well as [peculative
hfe. But, like Cefar, he is not exempt
from nfirmities, faults, and dcfefts of
many kinds; in fome of which he bears
too clofc a refemblance to the Roman
Di&ator., ;,A reign of fesen-and-thirty
years, pafled in perpetual viciflitudes of
war and peace, has given him fcope for

the
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the difplay of all his abilities. His mix-‘
tary fkill and refources have deferthy
placed him among the firft Commandets cf
the prefent century:, while his bold, deci-
five, and vigorous pohcy has added exten-
five provinces td his dominions; and has
raifed him from a Sovereign of .the fecond
order, almoft to an equality with the firft
crowned heads in Eurape. His legiflative
labors, and his beneficial exertions for .en-
riching, peopling, and fertilizing his country
lay claim to our approbation, and are wife, .
as well as highly meritorious. Eveun his lei-
fure has not becn without wtility to the
world, while it has been rendered emi-
nently fubfervient to his own perfonal fame. .
His compofitions, hiftorical, political, and -
poetic, will be read in future times, if not '
with admiration, at leaft with pleafure and
improvement. When we refleét on thefe
circumftances, can we wonder that he has
attratted the univerfal attention,of man-
kind, and that every other contemporary
Prince finks into comparative obfeurity
wear him?

But,”
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' {But, while I admit his chim to im-
mortality, I am not difpofed to be his pane-
gynift; and much as we admire, we are little
tempted to love him. Ambition from the
hour of his acceflion to the prefent mo-
ment, has been his only real paffion. Nei-
ther the faith of treaties, nor the luws of
nations, nor the principles of juilice and
equity, have ever fufficiently refirained
bim from purfuing the aggrandizement of
the Pruffian monarchy. The conqueft
of Silefia, under all the circumitances which
accompanied it, can fcarcely be juftified : the
partition of Poland however its injuftice may
feem to be diminifhed by th~ concurrence
of Auftria and Rufita, was an aét that re-
volted every mind not infenfible to the dif-
tinGtions of right and wrong. His own
glory, more than the felicity of his people,
has conftituted, at cvery period of his
reign, the rule of lus poltical conduét.
Though not cruel, he is ncverthelefs in
fome refpeis oppreflive : though he rarely
permits capital punifhments, Le exalts pe-
cuniary
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cuniary contributions from his fubjefts,
fcarcely lefs fubverfive of their domeflic
happinefs, than would refult from the utmoft
feverity of penal laws. His vigilance, it is
true, never fleeps or intermits ; and he i
felt on the difiant frontier of Courland, or
of Cleves, at the two extremitics of his do-~
minions, almoft as much as here at Berlin.
But, fo was Philip the Sccond, the moft
odious tyrant of modern times. It is for the
prefervation of his own greatnefs alone, that
Frederic wakes. Even his pleafures: are
gloomy, philofophic, and folitary. Love
never invaded the privacy of “ Sans Souci,”
nor fofiened the auftere and cheerlefs hours
of Frederic’s private life. He is great, but
not umiable ; we render homage to his ta-
kents, his reputation, and his victories : but
we defire to live under a more benign and
unambitious Prince. We are pleafed to
vitit Berlin, as an objet of liberal curiofity
but we prefer the refidence of London,
of Vienna, or of Nuaples.

Frederic
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Frederic the Second is the oldefl reigning
Soveteign in Europe, and has ncarly com-
pleted his fixty-fiath year. His comfti-
tation, naturally found, if not vigorous,
fuill retains its force ; and his body 1s accuf-
tomed to, as well as full capable of great
futigue. The gout, and the mfirmities al-
moft infeparably attendant on his period
of life, have indeed cufeebled his legs;
but, when once on horfi-back, aud feated
the faddle, he is equal to prodigious etlorts,
fuftained for a very confidorable length of
time. Heis of a middle fize, inchned to
thin, and he ftoops in walking or in niding.
His face, though now become wrinkled,
more perhaps by fatigues and agitations,
than from the progrefs of auge, or the
effe@s of difeafe, 1s one of the moft ani-
mated and intercfting ever beheld.  There
i in it a fire and an ingelhgence, which
widely diftinguifhes him from common
men. Every lineand cvery feature may be
ftudied, and have their meaning. His eye
N
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is uncommonly clear and brilliant, though
le is fo fhori-fighted, us ufually to bave
recourfe to a glafs, even when on horfe-
back. He has a bold and finely-formed,
but not an aquiline nofe. Of his hair,
time has only fpared fome few thin and
jeattered locks, about the crown of his:
head. In order to fupply the want, he
wears falfe curls and a long queue.

Nothing can be fo fimple as Lis drefs,,
which necver varies. It is indeed fcarely
exempt from the imputation of mean-
nefs, and by no means always intitled to.
the praife of cleanlinefs. His coat is a
plain uniform of commpn blue cloth, with-
out ornament or embroidery of any kind.
On his breaft uppcars the ftar of the Pruffian .
Order of the ¢ Black Eagle ;” but he very.
rurely wears the riband, or other infignia.
He is always booted, as becomes a foldier.;,.
and thofc who fec him conftantly, have:
fcarely ever beheld his legs. Round his
middle is tied his fath. Charles the Twelfth.
of Sweden might have worn Frederic’s.
fword, without. departing from the chara-

. teriftic
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teriftic fimplicity of his drefs. Itis a mi-
litary one, perfeftly unornamented, with
a plain filver hilt, to which hangs a fword-
knot. His hat is of a monitrous fize, fur-
mounted with a white Panache or plume.
Either economy, or carelefihefs, or both,
induce him to wear his cloaths as long as
decency will permit; indeed, fometimes,
rather longer. He is accuftomed to order
his breeches to be mended, and his coat to
be pieced under the arms. It was an un-
ufual mark of attention to the Great Duke
of Ruffia, when he was here laft year, that
the King made up a new umform fuit
and hal, in honour of fo illuftrious a gueft.
To complete the negligence of his appear-
ance, he takes a great deal of fnuff, and
Iets no finall portion of it flip through his
thumb and fingers, upon his cloaths. It
muft be owned that this cuftom gives him
fometimes almoft a difgufling air.  Yet,
acrofs fo much negleét and contempt of
external forms, 1 think one may eufily,
without any aid of imagination, perceive
the bero, the philofopher, and the King.
Through



GOURT OF BERLIN, ETC. 1941

Through every part of the royal houfe-
hold, there reigns a fimiliar fimplicity,
which ftrongly contrafts with the exterior
of Royalty in other Courts. Much of it
doubtlefs originatgs in his diflike of thew,
and fomething muft be attributed to pecu-
niary motives. In divefting himfelf of the
pomp attendant on fovereign power, the
King, befides the emancipation, avoids the
expence connefted with it; and in this
part of his charafler, as in many others,
he refembles his father, much more than
his grandfather. Frederic the Firft, the
moft oftentatious, experfive, and magnifi-
cent of Piinces, delighted in the pageantry
and cercmomal of a Court. Frederic ‘
William, the late King, economical almoft
to parfimony, detefted fuch vain exhibi-
tions ; and was fupremely happy to fmoke
and drink among his officers, in an obfcure
guard-room, or a fummer houfe. Never
was any contraft greater, nor diﬁ}milarity
more complete, than between the two laft
Kings of Pruffia.

When
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When his prefent Majefty is at * Sans
Souci,” he is unattended by any regular
guard. A corporal and four foldiers are
fent there from: Potzdam towards evening
and they withdraw at daybreak. Indeed,
thelr prefence is' not meant for the pro-
teftion of the King’s perfon; but merely
to fecupe. his peaches and apricots from de-
weftetion, to which they might otherwife
be liakle. He repofes in perfe@ fecunty,
if not oo the affeCtions, at leaft on the obe-
dience, fubniffion, and admiration of his
fubje@s. His table as well.as his drefs are
fubje€ted to certain rules, which in fome mea-
fure mark his character, and which become
interefling on that account. No Prince is
better ferved, though without any fplendour
of magnificence. He is, indeed by no means
infenfibls to the phyfical pleafure of eating,
confidered as diftin& from the convivaality
of tho table but, as he does not like to eat
dme, o fmall number of perfons, ufually
officers of rank, are every day invited to his
‘dipher. The Emperor Gallienus was not'a

more
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mbre accurate proficient’ ia;theafience of
cookery, than is Frederic.

true, only elght difhes generally fe
but each is drefled by a'ﬁm%
and each is excellent in its king. W
French, two It&han, and tha
are accommodated, to ,lm Mgaﬁy:
cular tafle. It muft he ;d%,‘* ‘&
much attention to the gmﬂgm‘gﬂiw
petite, favours more of the {choal of Fipr
curus, than of Zeno. Philofophey’ us M
affels to be, the Father m,Pgrnco 8.
not his model.

In his deflers the King i8 expe
fplendid, fparing nejther endeayonrs snor
money, in order to procure the moft deljn'
cate fruits in abundance. Tl;eprodu&qpl
of the tropical, as well ws tempgrate
glimates, are heaped before him. Hﬁ%
plentifully, and drinks gaily as w@k as.

freely, of his favourite wines, . 0.8
Burgundy and Champagne. . M
that he commonly fwallows_near s hottls

9fthe£omer,andofthohmm
VoI, 1. " Halleg



igitge’ . - Mamoids of THL
dsy. But in “liqueurs” he
ﬁd’m@ he tonches no fupper
f#5k flefs vithout either a night-cap, oF
mym about his head. When he
ik the mbitibg, his firft operatidn is to
mmbeforehaqmﬁthebed,
lﬂw his boots over thems, His hair
i M“éﬁpm:hed in a few minttes;
't m valet or footinan who prefents
himfelf ' Thé Prifees Amelia his fifter,
ﬂﬁdm to make his fhirts; but, as
fhe, has -of He years become incapable,
feorosidifesle wpd infirmity, of contmumg
N‘m he is obliged to receive them
Srobe ‘GAlibE hbnds. |
. b afjpropriation of his time, his occu-
b-m ahd smufeinents, is regulated with
AHGHUToul adeuricy, and never varies ex-
%{ ~when he is abfsht from “Sans Soucn‘
&'ﬂ bhele,” %M Prince Fredetic of
hb, * fifes i futher at four
“in , ad ebén in winter at
8 'fivé, of fébn eﬂ’t&wﬁn’ds He bredkfafts
& iilith alma, on chottlate; wad till ten
% o'glock
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o’clock he is entirely octupied in tranf.

o a&mg affairs of ftate, which he difpatches
¢ itt perfon, with rigorous exatitade. From
* that hour till near noon, he goes firft to
* the parade, then walks, or as is mord
** commonly his cuftom, mounts on horfe-
% back, if bis health permit. * He returms
“ to the Palaca of Potzdam, or to * Sans
% Souci,” before twelve, and fits down to
% dinner precifely at noon. After the repaft,
“ he ufually remains fome time @t table,
“ where he unbends himfelf in converfution
« with thofe about him. His afternoon is
“ divided between books and mufic, ip the
% latter of which hd is a conmoiffeur and &
“ performer. At fix, one of his fecrétaties.
% enters, and reads to him fuch letters eg
“ are addreffed to him upop Hterary fub~
% jefts, or any ittelligence relativerto that
¢ line of correfpondeirce, s
% replies immediately. e e
« fapper, but refires to

. ,.,55,‘ and goes diredly to Hed. é&h i
 his conftant mode of life,” -

s - e

_.:.?
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' The empire of the mind over the body»
was, perhaps, never more forcibly exem-
plified than in Frederic. Neither fatigue,
for perfonal infirmity, nor indifpofition,
unlefs of the fevereft kind, feem to have any
power over him. He can force himfelf
to almoft any exertions, and of this faculty
he has given a thoufand proofs. A fin-
gulsr isftance happened only three weehs
fince. The annual reviews and mancuvres,
performed at Potzdam in the autumn, had
been poftponed more than once, on account
of his inability to affift at them in perfon.
His compleints. were of a nature which
vendered. it difficult as well as dangerous for
kim to.appear in public ; his Majefty being
troubled -with boils, that incapacituted him
for. fitting tga horf. -Afier feveral delays,
ey yure howeverat length fixed for

CONNEE: on the ground when the
txoony s NEErawn - up, placed himfelf at
{%:,E“ gsind led them to the charge
5““’3\-.‘ He fupported the firflt day’s

fatigue
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fatigue tolerably well ; but ‘on the fecond,
when he attempted to difieount from his
horfe, fuch was his flate of wea”knefs, and
{o exhaufted was he, that he mxmedtately
fainted. * Thiseffe&t of his exertions did Dot
prevent him from commandmg on the tlnrd
and lafl day, nor from going through ey erye
evolution with his fuldlory :

The annual reviews in the vicinity of
Berlin, which ufually take place in the month
of May,are open to theinfpetlion of firangers,
from cvery European nation; but in thafe,
of Potzdam, the utmofi fecrecy is prefvrved.!
A veil is drawn acrofs them ; and nejther
rank, nor intereft, ner favour, can procure,
admiffion to be prefent at their performandy,:
Any perfon who, incited by curiofity,
fthould venture under a borrowed name, or
in difguife, to intrude a3 a fpettator, would
probably experience a fevere and humi- -
listing punithment. Such examples have,
occurred. The King referv himfelf
and to his general officers exclufively,
manceuvres at Potzdam, as a, fchool where

I3, expegiy
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experiments in the frience of taftics may
be mads, which other Princes and troops
hre only permitted fubfefuently to leam
by their experience or misfortune in war.
Even if the Pruffisn difcipline were not
really fuperior to that of Aufttia, France, or
Ruffig: yet the myftery, and the precautions
that are ufed to conceal it from public view,
cannot fiil to produce a great effet. Ob-
fcurity is one of the fineft fources of the
fublime, and always impreffes with mingled
téfpeG and terror. Frederic has wifely
gvailed himfelf of every circumftance which
may eugment the confidence of his own
foldiers, and intimidate the enemy.

Tt is in the vaft detail of ftate which he
embraces, that we find matter of peculiar
wonder, 4s well as admiration. No Sove-
feign evér knew better the value of time, or
‘apportioned it more fyftematically.  His
"aétive and comprehenfive genius, inured to
the labourof the clofit, carries its refearches
through every department of flate: while
ks flexible talents comprehend objefts the

moft
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moft djmma”o Hﬂ M:M’u.ﬁd w‘“
plies to all difpatches in pexfon, s souch as
it feems pofiible to be done by mian.’ The
meaneft of his fubjeCts can’ addiets tp the.
throne their petitions of complairits, wishaat,
paffing through any official snediom; mg
they are fecure of receiving an agfaer, i
not of meeting with redrefs. Nymberlels
inftances might be cited, to prove the punc-
tuality with which he replies to letters of
every kind. Count Dhons, when gavernor
of Konigfberg fome years ago, 'M&M
a finall fium to his taylor; but whidh, thodgh
frequently folicited, he always w o,
difcharge. The taylor defpeiring of his
awn ability 1o enforce W lddl!ﬂ:e‘d
a letter to the King, flating his cafey snd
imploring his Majefly’s gracigus interfor
ence in his behalf. By .return of poft he
received an anfwer from Frederic, ¢
bim to.wajt on Count Dhona smmedibtely,
who would have been previghfly mada sp-
quainted with his pleafure, and who would
infallibly difcharge the debt. The taylor
14 did
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,did a8 he was commanded, and procured
feom Count Dhona his money. That noble-
".man had met with a fevere reprimand, ac-
companied with a peremptory injunétion not
to delay the payment of his arrear. I Have
foen many of Frederic’s letters written with
his own heod: they are admirably penncd,
ayd frequently contain the moft delicately-
tured compliments. Mr. Collins, an En-
" glith merchant, eftablithed at Konigfberg,
who fends him annually the firfi flurgeon
" taken at Pilaw, never fails to receive an an-
fwer to his lettqr that accompanies the pre-
fent, couched in terms of the higheft good
breeding. Such attentions from a Sovercign,
are very ﬂtt"beting to individuals. Frederic,
who is acquainted with the human heart and
its fecret fprings, knows the value of that
coin, and frequently ufcs it in payment.
Al the fcattered rays and funtions of
royalty are cancentered in his perfon ; and
he can fcarcely with propriety, be faid to
have any great officer of fate, or even any
‘ £t minifter. Nothing of importance is
tranfacted,
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tranfafted, except by his exprefs orders; of
which Count Finckenftein and Hettzberg,
who oftenfibly occupy the firft employments
in the adminifiration, are merely the exew '
cutors. There ig, indeed, a nominal Lord '
Treafurer: but, a huffar, who can hardly
write, or read, fills thut office in effeft. In
what manner the King finds leifure for the
various bufinefs to which he muft neceffarily
attend, may naturally excite furprife: but
the application, order, and method which
charaterize him, partly explain the enigmn,

The Pruflian finances are regulated with
the moft fevcre cconomy; and it is mdeed !
ncccﬁ'ary that they jhould be thus mac *
naged, in order to cnable the Sov ereign to
maintain @ military force fo difpropor- *
tionate to the pecuniary refources of hig
country., It is fuid that Frederic alom: i
precifely acquainted with the annual amount”
of his revenues, as well as with the varions
and intricate nature of the taxes and ron-*
tributions.  So complicated is the fyftem '
of the finances, that I amn affired, it will be'

ue
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no eafy undertaking for his fucceflor to
“alter anry part of it, without danger of de-
frqying and overturning the whole fabric:
fuch is the intimate connection between its
various parts. ‘The King himfelf is errived
@t & period of kife, which in a great meafure
precludes the gratification of aflne or ex-
penfive pleafures. He has, in fa&, very
“few; and even thofe few are indulged
within moderate limits. Elizabeth was not
more frugal of the public purfe. The main-
-enance of his foldiery, the fecurity of
his dominions, the introdu@ion of manu-
faltures, and the fertilization of the barren
or depopulaied parts of his territones ; fuch
are the objelts to which the fuperfluity of
his revenues is generally deftined.
Frederic may be confidered as the only
Piince, who is at this time pol-
“fufitd of a confiderable treafure i rcady
teoncy; and Magdeburg is the fortrefs in
which it is depofited. Its amount is un-
 cortain, and varioufly reported; but that it
s large, and annually accumulating, there
can
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can be no doubt. Certainly, nove of the
Northern Potentates can conteft with him
in pecuniary ftrength. Catherine the Je-
cond, who has not yet by any means reco~
vered her immenfs expenditure in the lata
war againft the Turks, is compelled to apply
to Holland, for affifiance in raifing even
a common loan. Sweden, as well as Dene
mark are poor, and both crowns are in
debt, Poland, fince the partition in 1773,
18 hittle more than a nominal fovereignsy,
nadequate toiisown defence. Even Masia
Therefa poffefies fcarcely any treafure,
though her refources, dominions, and poli-
tical power are very, extenfive. It is diffi-
cult to calculate the prodigions fuperiority,
which fuch a command of money muft
neceffarily confer in the firft moments of a
vupture, particularly under the direftion of
Prince like Frederic. To his fatheys
ngd parfimony, he in falt may be Gid to
owc the acquifition of Silefia, not lefs than
to his own tslents ond decifion. The
Emperor Charles the Sixth af his deceafe,
left
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Jeft his daughter without a florin in the
public treafury. But, the late King of
Pruffia, more provident, had accumulated
the means of facilitating in aétive hands, the
aggrandizement of his family, and the ex-
tenfion of the monarchy.

Mufic forms the only exception to Fre«
deric’s general fyftem of economy. He in-
dulges himfelf in the gratification of this
elegant and favouritc amufement, at a very
~confiderable expence. His opera at Potadam
and at Berlin, cofts lum annually near four
Jhundred ‘thoufand dollars, or about feventy
thoitfpnd'pounds fterling. To ihe influence
-of the paflion of love, he has never, as 1
~otld feem, at any period of hus Iife, been
long, if at ail fub_]eéted Various reafons are
aﬂigned, and various anecdotes are related,
in order to explain fo fingular a defe@ in
his charaéter or conflitution. I do not choofe
to repeat all that I may have heard upon the
fubjeét. There was however a Signora Bar-
berini, an Italian performer in the opera at
Beslin, for whom he fhewed marks of parti-

cular
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calar attention and prefércnce. She was
afterwards married to the Prefident Cocceii, -
and' now lives with her hufband at Gros--
Glogau in Siletia.  Voltaire in his « Pucelle,” -
has tketched the King in a fituation noway
favourable to his reputation as a man of
morals, or of gallantry; but let it bg re-
membered that Voltaire 13 a poet, and an
incenfed one, 1o whofe hiftorical portraits, at
leafl of his contemporaries, little creditis due.
Whether the King’s coldnefs be the refull of
moral or of phyficul caufes, in gnllantry of
mind he is certainly not at all deficient. On
the contrary, it is well known that he is much
more eafily induced to grant a requefl made
by a woman, than by a man; and he fre-
quently accords to female folicitation the;
fame boon, which he had pofitively refufed
to a general or a courtier. It would be eafy,
to cite inftances in proof of the affertion.
His clemency, like that of Cafur, has been
fubjeét of great encomium; and whether we
attribute his contempt of injuries, to a fort
of philofophic indifference, to mugnanimity

of
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of mind, or o refined policy, it fill excites
our refped. Perhaps, it refults in many in-
ftances, from a combination of all thefe fen~
timents. He is too much elevated above
common men by fituationand by charaéter,
to feel the little emotions of vulgar refenit~
ment. The very facility with which he could
punith, probably tends to deprive him of
the inclination. By a fingular paradox, the
greateft freedom, or rather licentioufnefs of
complaint and of animadverfion, is permit-
ted ynder the moft defpotic Prince in Europe,
even in his capitel, and in his very refidence.
He perufes with perfe& good humour, the
anonymous Pafquinades which are often
fixed upon the garden gates at “ SansSouci;”
applouds or criticifes the compofition, and
frequently orders them to remain untouch-
ed. Few reigns have been lefs fanguinary ;
" and public executions are almoft unknown
throughout the Pruffian dominions. His
tréatment of Trenck was undoubtedly very
fevere; perhaps, inhuman. But Trenck was
an intrafiable, defperate, and dangerous

madman,
18
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madman, whom no common teodes of pue:
nifhment could terrify or reftrain: Jnjuries;
and attempts of the moft atrocious natase.
againft his own perfon, he rarely. mﬁeﬂ“
with the feverity prattifed in other courtries:,”
Such lenity may even be. thought jufily een<
farable, fince it tends to sficdurage ctimea,
by holding out a profpect.of itnpunity:. - ,
verbal reprimand, banifliment -from hn!
prefence, or a fhort confinement in the Caftle
of Spandau, the Baftile of Pruflia ; thefe ata
the ufunl marks of his-indignstion, which
feldom proceeds to extremities agamﬁ lhi
moft profligate oflenders. ' :
- It is neverthelefs anly juftice to mnke a
diftinCtion, due equally to Frederic and to
truth. While he overlooks, or fuffefis to pafi
unnoticed, the moft viralent and indesent
attacks oi his own conduct or eharnfied, he
ngorouﬂy chieflifes crimes againft the fave:
His fubjélts, though they ventufe to lutd
him perfonally with invéélives, date nob
tranfgrefs the laws. - Perhaps, the defire of
béing handed down to pofierity, as hotonly
thé gréateﬁ but the thoft inild end plaeable

of
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of Princes, has conduced more than eifher
benignity or'pelicy, to produce the oblivion
of injuries which we fo much admire in him.
It is inconteftable that he has allowed men,
who were convifted of intending to poifon,
or to deliver him up to the encmy, to elude
inquiry ; qr at moft to expiate their crime
by exile and imprifonment. ~ All Europe has
read and heard of thefe inftances, which are
too well known to render it neceffury for me
to commemorate them.

Few Princes ever poffefled 1n a more
confummate degree, the art of winning
mankind, and of making them fubfervient
to his purpofes. Hig converfation, when-
ever he wifhes to pleafe, 1s full of foftnefs;
and even the tone of his voice infpires the
hearer with paytial fentiments. Verfutile,
where his interefts diftate condefcenfion and
affability, he can at pleafure aflume the moft
gracious manners: and he has fucceeded in
animating all thofe whom he employs, with
nn enthufiafm to be found nowhere clfe.
11is officers, as well as his foldiers, concense
themfelves fuperior to_all other troops.

He
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He is certainly better ferved, and more
implicitly obeyed by his fubjeéts, than any
Sovereign in Europe ; though the appoint-
ments of officers, particularly in fubaltern
military employments under the rank of
captain, are extremely narrow. Frederic
knows how to pay, with equal eafe and
dignity, the moft flattering compliments,
where diftinguifhed merit or great attions
feem to claim it from Inm.

When the prefent Emperor Jofeph the
Second vifited him at Neifs in Silefia, jyft
eight vears ago, his Imperial Majefty was
accompanied by feveral Aufirian officers of
diftin@lion.  Among others was General
Laudohn, {0 jufily celebrated for the advan-
tages which he gained over the Pruffians in
the late war, on various occafions. The
King affected always to call him Monfieur
le MMarechal, though he well knew that
Laudohn had not attained that'rank ; and
omitted no opportunity of exprefling the
higheft admiration for his talents, even at
his own expence. When dinner was ferved,
Laudohn, with his ufual modefly, would

vOL. I. K have,
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have placed himfelf on the other fide of the
‘table, at a refpeéiful diftance: but, Frederic
ordered lnm to tuke a pld(,c near himfelf.
« Placez vous @ coté de moi, Monfieur le
“ Marechal,” faid he, “je n'aime pas 3
“ vous voir wiz-d-viv de mon” It is im-
pofiible not to perceive, and not to admire,
the  delicacy of this compliment.  The
.converfation having turned on the princi-
pal cevents of the late war, he feized the
occafion of doing juftice 1o Laudohn’s
merit ; particularly in the battle of Cunerf-
dorf, or as it is more conunonly called here
of Francfort on the Oder; where he was
totally defeated by Soltikoff and Laudohn,
in Auguft 1759. Vous avez bien gald
# ma foupe & Francfort,” faid the King to
him. ¢ Je vonus at toujours trouvé au
“ bout de ma lorgnctte,” added he at
another time. Such recognitions of fupe.
rior abilif’?, mingled with encomiam, de
fearcely lefs honour to the magnanimity of
‘the King, than to the talents and fervices

of the General.
As a man of letters and an author, Fre-

.dgric is before the tribunal of the public,
who
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who have thought his pretenfions to literary
fame by no means without foundation ; though
in his capacity of an’ hiftorian, he is not
exempt from numerous prejudices and pre-
dile€tions. Thdfe to whom the interefls of
revealed religion are dear, will however nei-
ther overlook, nor ought they to pardon, the
evident tendency of his writings; that of
avowedly overturning and ridiculing Chrifti-
anity. Fven his wit 1s too {requently levelled
at the fame objeét. It is difficult to compofe
the hiftory of our own times, and fiill more
fo the hiftory of our own family, without
great purtiulities and imperfetions ; a remark
fully exemplified in *the “ Memoires de la
Maifon de Brandebourg.” He has fpoken
too coutemptuoufly of his grandfather Fre-
deric the Firft; to whole vanity or ambition,
it matters not which, is folely due the crown
now worn by his fucceflors. Hogever litile
or puerile, when firictly apprecia‘*ed, might
be the motives which impelled Frederic to
afpire to the Royal, inftcad of contenting
himfelf with the Elcétoral dignity, his
defcendunts owe him great obligations.

K2 Prince
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Prince Eugene, who was no lefs a ftatefman,
than he was a General, when he was informed
of the Emperor Leopold’s having raifed the
Eleétor of Brandenburgh to the rank of a
crowned head ; exclaimed with reafon, that
“ the Minifters who had given their Sove-
“ reign fuch pernicious counfel, merited
¢ death.” He forefuw, near eighty years ago,
the probable aggrandizement of the new
monarchy to which Leopold had impru.
dently given birth, and time has confirmed
his predi€tion.

The King s {iill continually occupied al
this time, in literary purfuits and avoca-
tions. Like Julius, he means to write his
own “ Commentaries ;” and to tranfmit him-
felf the hiftory of his eventful reign to pofie-
rity. Prince Frederic of Brunfwic affures
me, that he has himfelf frequently feen
the continuation of the “ Memoirs of the
Houfe om;randenburgh,” m the hand.
writing of its author. It comumences with
his own acceffion to the crown; and he
profecutes it not only every year, but al-
moft every day. The Prince adds, that he

18 has
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has neverthelefs his doubts, whether it will
be made public, even after the King’s deceafe.
Biit, may we not fufely truft to the vanity
-of the writer, for its being given to the world?
He will probably take effeftual precautions
to fecure the fame, which he has fo dearly

earned in the clofet, as well as in the field.
The retirement in which he lives, and the
comparatively fmall portion of time that
he pafles here at Berlin, render the particu-
lars of his conduét and private life much
more concealed, than thofe of other European
Princes. Sovereigns, if not perfonally refi-
dent in their capitals, are however always
accefiible in a greut degree, to curiofity und
‘enquiry. They are ufually furrounded with
foreign Minifters, courtiers, women, and
ftrangers, who tranfimit intelligence of their
health, their actions, and their occupations,
by every poft. But Potzdam and “ Sans
Souc1” offer no facilities of the kind. It
13 not permitted to the Envoy of any fo-
reign State, to prefent himnfelf before the
King, unlefs upon fpecial bufinels, and
K 3 after
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after having obtained a formal permiffion
for the purpofe. Neither the Princes, nor
Princefles of the blood, prefume to intrude
on his privacy, except by exprefs invita-
tion. No military ofﬁcer, on the other
hand, dares to be abfent from Potzdam with-
out his Majefty’s leave; and fhould any
one venture to fhew himfelf there, who
did not compofe part of the regular garri-
fon, he would mnflantly be put under arreft,
and fevevely .punithed.  The Prince of
Prufiia, prefumptive heir of the crown, 1s
not lefs fubjeCted to thefe rules, than the
loweft fubje@l. Frederic pafies only a few
weeks of every year at Berlin, dumw the
carnival n  January and February. He
leaves his capital to the Qucen, Court,
and forcign Minifters; but he will fuffer
no privileged fpies about his own perfon,
to fend weckly information of his minuteft
altions Lo their refpeCtive cubinets. This
obfcurity, while it tharpens curiofity, awakens
apprehenfion, and naturally operates to ren-
der him more formidable to thofe who are
at a difiance,

v His
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His military talents and repuation refi
on too firm a bhafis, 1o be eafily fhaken or
contefied. The defeats of Colin, of Hoh-
kirchen, and of Cunerfdorf, though princi-
pally to be altgibuted to the King himfelf,
yet are loft or oblilerated in the long train
of his vitories ; from that of Mollwitz, at
“the opening of his reign, to the one with
which the laft war concluded, at Freyberg,
in 1762. 1o moft of thele altions he was
prefent ;1 many he ‘expolcd s perfon
with as much intrepidity, as Henrvy the
Fourth manifefted at Coutras, or at Jvry,
It was undoubtedly requifite that Frederie
Mould do fo, m grder to cncourage his
troops, who, led on by him, never ealeu-
lated any ditparity of numbers. 1la every
action with the Auaftrians or the Rufiians, he
was always Inferior i force. At Lifia he
was proportionably almoft as much fo, us
Alexander was to Darius at Ifius, or at
Arbela.  He may indeed, perhaps, be
Juitly cenfured for having on a variety of
occafions trufted too much to fortune. A
mulket-ball might in an nftant have de-
K 4 cided
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cided the fate, not merely of a battle, but
in all probability of the family of Bran-
‘denburgh, and of the Pruffian monarchy.
His brother William Auguftus, on whom the
{ucceflion would have deyolved; though
a very amiable and accomplithed Prince, did
‘not pofiefs cnergy and talents adequate to fo
vaft a national emergency as the “ war of
feven years.” His fon, the prefent heir
-apparent, then a minor and unexperienced,
muft (have delegated cvery thing to his
uncle Prince Henry. Had Frederic fallen
at Colin, at Lignitz, or at Torgau, the con-
fequences would have been incalculable. 1
-am aware however, that the fame obferva-
. tion will apply to every commander; but,
not with equal force. More thun twenty
‘mufket-balls paffed through his hat or his
cloaths, in the courfe of the war; undﬁhe
received one ‘on his breaft at Torgau.
Three horfes were fhot under him in dif-
ferent aétions. He feemed to forget that
he was mortal and vulnerable.

It is well known that the French grena-

diers, who admired the heroic intrepidity
of



COURT OF BERALIN, Bfc. 139
of the prefent hereditary Princeof Brunf-
wic, though it was exerted againft them-
felves; ufed to cty out before they fired,
whenever they faw him, “ Monfeigneur,
evitez le fue!” But., the Croats and Cofiacks;
‘with whom Frederic was frequently engaged,
were enemies much more ferocious. They
would not only have fele€ted him as a
mark, and would have deliberately taken
aim at him: his remains would have been
treated by them with no more refpefl or
ceremony, than the body of Richard the
Third obtained from the Lancaftrians, aftet
the battle of Bofworth. Even-the Aufirians
and Saxons were anignated by perfonal anti-
pathy towards him; particularly the latter
troops whofe Sovereign and country, it muft
be owned, had cruelly fuffered under the
Pruffian rapacity or depredations.

It mocks all calculation, when we reflet
that in the courfe of feven fuch campaigns,
as intervened between 1756 and 1762, he
never received a wound of any confequence ;
nor was ever incapacitated by illnefs from

commanding in perfon. Alexander and
Charles



138 _ m:moms OP THE

- Charles the waltth were infinitely lefs
favoured by fortune in;both thefe refpe@s.
Yet Frederic’s courage was equally ardent
and fublime, with-that of the Macedonian,
or the Swedifh Prince; wlule in ‘cool,- deli-
berate, philofophic valor, he pmb’ably exceed-
ed either. He well knew that his indjvidual
fall and that of the ftate were nearly fyno-
nimous ; but fitnated as he was, like a ftag
at bay, he likewife felt that only the moft
defperate efforts could extricate him from
a fituation wlich has not pevhaps its parallel
in the annals of the world. A« a laft refort,
he always carried about him the fame re-
medy, to which Hamibal had recourfe 1
the Court of Bithynia.- He would no more
have been carried prifoner to Vienna, than
would the Curthagintan General have been
led in chains to Rome.

Modern hiftory prefents no objeft fo truly
nterefting as Frederic during the late war,
oppofed to two Emprefles, and threc.
Kings, making head at the fame time,
againft Auftria, Ruflia, Sweden, France,
and Saxony, added to the German Empire.

.The
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The immenfe difproportion of force be-
tween the parties; the length of time wluch
the conteft lafted; the wonderful adlivity,
energy, and refources difplayed by Frederic;
his very defeats and difafiers; finally, his
triumphant termmanon of a war which
threatened the total deftruétion of the family
of Brandenburgh; all thefe circumfiances
tend to aftonith ahd to fafcinate the mind.
It is probable that pofterity will contemplate
them with encreafed admiration, through
the medium of time.

Great, however, as are his military ta~
Jents, and juftly-merited as the encomiurns
on them may be ; we fhould recollet that as
a commander, he fiood upon higher ground
than other men. Amenable in cafe of failure
to no tribunal, he could a@ without control.
and could rifk his crown at pleafure, on
the event of a battle. He did fo in faét
more than once. But, no General Officer
would have dared to take upon him fo awful
a refponfibility, or .to commit to hazard fo
vaft a flake. The fuperiority which his
prefence, altivity, aud'(]eciﬁon of charatter

gave



146 MEMOIRS OF THE

zave him, over commanders afling by €one
fined or deleguted powers, was incalculable.
Nor ought we to forget the difcordant prin-
ciples of the great league which he oppofed
during the late war. Elizabeth, Emprefs
of Ruﬂia, his inveterate enemy, was coun-
teraCted at every ftep, by her nephew,
the unfortunate Peter, heir to the Empire,
whofe fingular attachment to Frederic equal-
led or exceeded his aunt’s antipathy. Daun
and Soltikoff, the Ruffian and Autftrian
Generals, never alted in real ‘union to a
common point, or the Pruffian monarchy
muft have fallen under the preffure. < The
war of feven ycars” excmplifies in the moft
ftriking maimer, how difficult it is for any
combination of States to overturn a fingle
‘Power, conducted with ability, defended with
fpinit, and roufed to great exertions,

His enemies afiert befides, not without
fome color of reafon, that the King was
guilty of many faults in the courfe of thofe
campaigns, which detra8l not a little from
his reputation as a General, and even as a
man. His temerity, his inflexibility, or

his
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his imprudence, produced the greatefl de-
feats which heexperienced. Towards Marfhal
Schwerin, who fell at Prague, he is accufed
of having behaved with injuftice, if not with
ingratitude. His treatment of Finck, in
difinifling him after the furrender of his
army at Maxen, was very fevere, if not crucl.
He more than once cathiered and imprifoned
ofticers of diftingunitlied merit, who had be-
come grey in his fervice, upon capricious,
falfe, and imaginary grounds. It is pre,
tended with fome truth, that he cannot bear
a rival, cven though that sival fhould be a
brother: a fubjet on which I may have
occafion to fay more,swhen I {peak of Prince
Henry of Pruffia. All thefe accufations, how.
ever well tounded they may be, only tend
to prove, that with fome of the greateft quali-
ties, he is not exempt from many of the errors
and defeéts ever attached to humnan nature,

It is a very difputable point, whether
Frederic is naturally generous or penurious,
Perhaps, from charaCter he inclines to
frugality; but from policy at leaft, he
knows how to give with munificence oy

proper
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proper occafions. If we appreciate the
generofity of Princes; if we refle&® from
what fource its means are principally derived ;
and if we confider the objetts on which it is
frequently lavithed ; we fhall incline to ap-
prove, rather than to cenfure, the King’s par-
fimony of the public treafure. He has be-
fides, peculiar juftifications of the moft cogent
kind. His barren provinces, for fuch the
greater portion of them may with truth be
denominated, cannot maintain an immenfc
army, and an expenfive Court. He wifely
facrifices thercfore fplendour, parade, and
oftentation, 1o real greatnefs. Manufaftures,
arts, agriculture, population, are the objets
-on which he expends his revenues. He i«
not only free from debt, and: poffefied of
vaft funds ready for emergency ; but his do-
minions have in a great meafure recovered
from the ravages and calamities of the late
war. A wife adminiftration, in the fhort
fpace of only fifteen years, has rendered hin
capable of bringing into the field a more nu-
merous, and a better appointed army, than
be had at the commencement of hoflilities
. n
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in 1756. Such are the effeéts of ngld and
fyfiematical economy ! : '
. If however, it were neceffary to cite ex-
amples of his generofity towards individuals;
many well-attefted inftances are.to.be pro-
duced. The wife of his friend Guichart,
{whom he named in ridicule Quintus
Icilius, and who 1s better known by that
denomination,) experienced from him great
liberality. Guichart enjoyed during many
vears, a diftinguithed place in Frederic’s
mtunacy, was conftantly admitted to hiy
table, and ufually remained the laft of any
perfon in his chamber, after he was. in bed.
They had frequent quurrels, followed by
as frequent reconcihiations.  After G-
“chart’s death, the King purchafed his library,
for which he patd ncar fittcen hundred
pounds fierling to his widow. He added
belides, a prefent to her of fix - thoufand
dollars, and a pention of four thoufand
more. General Lefchwitz, an officer of
Ligh merit, who had rendered . many
fervices in the courfe of the late 'war, re-
eeived- from him no remuneration during

feveral
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feversl years: but when he lealt exe
peCed it, he was agreeably furprized, hy
a donation of lands from his mafter,
worth more than twenty thoufund pounds
flerling. It was accompanied by a letter
that enhanced its value, couched in the
moft gracious and affiClionate terms. Offi-
cers, whofe condu@t and circumflances
render them proper objeéts of his atten-
tion, frequently reccive pecuniary proofs
of his bounty. It muft however, on the
other hand, be admitted, that he is capable
‘of imbibing very infurmountable pre~
judices. Like his father, he is irafcible,
capricious, inflexible; violent in his aver-
fions; and confequently he is on muny
occafions oppreflive, unfeeling, and unjuft :
infirmities of charafler which augment, as
is too natural, with his years and bodily
complaints,

In no refpe®, perhaps, is his admini-
firation more unwife, as well as more odious,
than in his commercial regulations. He
injures trade, and impoverifhes every clafs
of his fubjets by the impofition of

exorbi-
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exorbitant duties. Even the mode of
their colle®ion is unpopular and impoli-
tic, as he employs French cuftom-houfs
officers, who are naturally objefts of
general deteftation. This fyftem, equally
erroneous and pernicious, to which ne-
verthelefs Frederic pertinacioufly adheres ;
forms a problem hard to folve, in the
condutt of a Prince fo enlightened, and
{o capable of juftly appreciating his true
interefts. The fact is certain, that coms-
merce declines not only at Konigfberg,,
Stettin, and Memel; but univerfally
throughout his dominions. The King has,
it is true, principlds relative to trade,
which if they were only carried into
praftice, are excellent. He profefles to
confider all monopolies as deftructive and
injurious ; yet, by an unaccountable incon-
fiitency, no country abounds in them fb
much as Pruffia, The immoderate duties,
laid upon almoft every article of import er
export, ruin the merchant.

The partition of Poland, five years ago,
by which fo fertile, populous, and extenfive’

¥OL. I. L atrald
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B tral of country wis added tb the Priffian
Crown; it was naturally . fuppofed, would
enrich. the city. of Konigiberg. . That
capital, from its.’ pofition, vicinity, and
loeul advantages, feemed to be fo placed,
as neceffarily to attract the trade of the
newly acquired provinces. I am affured
neverthelefs, by perfons whofe teftimony
is unexceptionable, that fo' fur from
having derived any benéfit by the feizure
- of Polith 'Pruffia; on the contrary, their
.commercial advantages are diminifhed fince
that event. The caufes are fimple and
obvious ;. the part ef Poland which pre-
vioufly furnifhed Konigfberg with the moft
valuable articles of exportation, 18 in con-
dequence of the late difmemberment,
become fubjet to the empire of Rufiia.
-Of courfe, its produftions are carried down
the Duna to Riga, inftead of being tranf-
.ported as heretofore, by.the rivers Ruffe-
and: . Pregel, to Konigfberg. I am far
from afferting that the Royal revenues
have received no increafe by the acqui-
Aition_.of Polith Pmiﬁa, on the contrar},
- they

—-.,-a..: v
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they are much enlarged. Biit, the Sove-
reign.may be. rich, while .the majority of
the people are "poor, opprefied, and wretch-
ed: a political truth which is exemplified
in many .parts of the Pruffian dominiens.

On a review - of the King’s charalter,
‘we cannot miftake the mafter-fpring of all
his aétions. Every paffion ahd every pur-
fuit are evidently fubordinate to. the ag-
grandizement of his houfe ; to the fecurity
and augmentation of his political power.
Ruffia, Saxony, Sweden, England, and
France, have been by turns his allies or
his enemies, as circumftances have varied.
The Cabinet of Vienfia alone he confiders
as {yftematically inmimical. Never was a
Prince more calculated to elevate the family
of Brandenburgh, at the expence of that of
Auftria. Silefia, the firft conqueft of his
arms, has been retained againft the utmioft
exertions of Maria Therefa, by  eléven
campaigns, by torrents of human . blood,
and by the greateft efforts;of ‘military fkill.
He has fince acquired, without drawing. the
- La fword,
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fword, another province fill smore fertile,
‘and hardly lefs extenfive, Polith Pruffia. It
compyehends the courfe of the river Viftula,
from the gates of Thorn te thofe of Dantzic:
and renders him mafter of the moft valuable
exports of Poland. - He has, in 2 word, fince
his acceflion, materiaily altered the balance
of power in Europe; and has nearly doubled
in extent, as well as in revenues, the terri-
tories which devolved to- him at the death
of his father, about thirty-feven years ago.
 Upon no European Sovereign are the
regards.of mankind direSted with fo much
apprehenfion and folicitude, as on Frederic.
From his retreat at * Sans Souci,” though
infirm and declined in years, he fiill awes
‘the Cabinets of the North, who know by
expetience his promptitude and refources.
At this moment he has fomewhat above
two hundred thoufand effeltive foldiers
under arms, immenfe magaznes, experi-
enced commanders, well-regulated revenues,
and an-ample treafire. - If to fo many
.points of fuperiority, we gdd his. perfonal

PR “ o ]Cpu.
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reputation, and the difcipline of his troops,
we fhall not wonder that he is formidable
to his neighbours. To his fubje@s he is
rather an objett of admiration, not wholly
unmixed with _terror, than of affeCtion.
They derive a national vanity from the
fame, the conquefis, and the talents of fo
great a Prince; but they pay dearly for
his celebrity and atchievements. It is
at the price of their tranquillity that he
has gained his laurels; it is by the fame
facrifice that he muft maintain them. .

The augmentation of the Pruffian mo-
narchy brings with it no relaxation of taxes,
no alleviation of burdens. On the con-
trary, new levies and greater armies are
requifite, in order to fupport his acquifi-
tions. He is compelled to ftretch the
nerves of the ftate, and to exert efforts
above its natural firength. The vicinity and
Jjealoufy of Auftria, added to the prodigious
extent of territory poffefled by Maria
Therefa, render his tenure of Silefia in
no fmall degree infecure. While Frederic

‘L3 himfelf
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himfelf furvives, to regulate the machine
which with fo much labour and ability he
has conftrutted, all things may continue
profperous. But, it is difficult to calculate
how far his death will convulfe or disjoint
a complicated fyftem, demanding fuch a
variety of talents. There are not wanting
perfons here, as well as all over Germany;
who confider the- termination of his life,
as the =ra from which will be duted the
decline and fall of the Pruffian monarchy.
Time alone can fhew whether thefe pre-
diftions are founded in truth,

The portrait of Frederic which I have
endeavoured to trace, is, I am confcious,
very defective and imperfe@t. There are
many features of his mind and charaéter, on
which I have not touched, or over which
1 have pafied lightly. In order to do
complete juftice to the merits and demerits
of fuch a Prince, we muft ftand at a greater
diftance from him. It does not belong to
the prefént age to decide finally, whether be
i», or 15 not entitled to the epithet of Greal.

‘ Louis ,
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Youis the Fourteenth has been aIfeady def-
poiled of that title; conferred-on him by the
adulation of his contemporaries. Peter the
Firft feems to have retained it by univerfal
confent. Pofterity will pafs fentence ‘on
Frederic, and will judge of him impartially.
Perhaps I have not been able to do fo al-
together myfelf. If I were called upon how-
ever, to declare whether the piéture which
I have here drawn, is on the whole, a flatter-
ing, or an unfavourable likenefs, I fhould
not hefitate to fay that it leans towards the
former. Or at leaft, that I could without
violating truth, have fomewhat darkened
the fhades, and diminifhed the lights: but
it is an ungra.teful tafk to feek for and to
difclofe the vices, while we dwell with fatis-
fa&tion on the great endowments of the
fovereign and the man,

L4
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LETTER V.

Rewview of the principal campaigns of Frederic
the Second — Mollwitz.~Anecdote of Marfhal
Newuperg —Lowofitz.— Battle of Prague—
Anecdotes refpeiting it.—Charaller of Mar-
Jhal Daun.— Particulars of the battle of
Colin.—Rofpach,— Liffla—Siege of Olmutz.—
orndorf.—Battle of Hohkirchen.—Death of
Marfhal Keith—Particulars of the Battle of

" Cunerfdorf—~Surrender of Finck, at Mazen.
—Landfhut — Lignitz.—=Battle of Torgau.—
Defperate fituation of the King in 1961.—
Dedth of Elizabeth, Emprefs of Ruffia.—
Freyberg.—Peace of Hubertfourg.—Reflec-
tivus on the King's conduét during the war.—
His treatment of the Saxons.—Confitution of
the® Prufian army.— Foreign Troops.—De-
Jertion.—Fews.—Invalids.

Beruiy, October, 29th, 1777.

FTER havmg contemplated the King
A himfelf in fo many points of view, it
may fill be an inftruttive occupation, to
furvey-the brilliant portions of his reign.
The campaigns in which the Pruffian mo-
narchy
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narchy has been hazarded, or b which it
has been preferved and extended fince his
acceffion, are fo numerous, as to furnith
matter of inexhauftible refleGtion. -Of the
officers who diftinguithed themfelves in
the firft and fecond Silefian wars, between
1741 and 1745, few indeed now remain.
Except Frederic himfelf, the old Prince of
Bevern, and Ziethen, hardly a General of
eminence has furvivéd. But, the events
of the late war which began in 1756, are
ftill recent; and they form a pleafing, as
well as a frequent fubje&t of converfution
in every company. Let us caft our eye
rapidly over its principal features, which
offer the moft animating picture ever pre-
fented to the human mind. In Antiquity,
the fecond Punic war can alone be oppofed
to it for duration, as well as for intereft and
importance.

The. great enterprize by which Frederic
rendered himfelf known to foreign nations,
and attratted their notice, almoft immediate-
ly after ‘his acceifion, was the invafion of

Silefia.
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Silefia. We muft not perhaps, examine too
clofely, whether it was perfectly juft or mag-
nanimous to attack & Princefs with whom he
. had ne quarrel; and whofe diftreffed fitna«
tion rather claimed prote&ion, than ought to
have provoked hofiility. His pretentions to

Silefia’ were unqueftionably well founded,

though they were of an antient date, and

wereon! y revived at that junéture,on account
of the apparent facility which the death of
the emperor Charles the Sixth offered, for
making thers effective.  The battle of Moll-
witz, a lhittle village in Upper Silefia, confirm+~
ed to Prufiia' that valuable acquifition. It

took place on the 10th of April 1741, and is
the {irft general aflion in which the King
was ever prefent; theugh he had ferved under
Prince Eugene, in the Imperial army, before
Philipfburg, during the inglorious campaign

of 1734. Marfhall Neuperg commanded

the Auftrinns at Mollwitz ; the fuperiority of
whofe cavalry had nearly decided the fortune
of the day, and perhaps the future fate of-
Frederic himfelf. It is admitted” thiat he-

was



COURT OF BERLIN, ETUC. 155

was borne away in the rout of hifftroops;
and it is not lefs certain that to the abilities
of Schwerin, he was principally indebted
for fnatching from the Auftrian General
the viGtory, which he had almoft gained.
Thofe who attribute the King’s flight to.
a want of perfonal courage, muft how-
ever know his charaéter very imperfectly.
Any fuch imputation 15 contradited by
the whale tenor of his life. But it is
afferted, and I believe not without reafon,
that he never cordially forgave Schwerin
for having rendered a fervice too im-
portant in itfelf, as well as too wounding
to the vanity of a Sovereign fuch as Fre-
deric. ' o
More than two years aftcrwards, in 1743,
his late Britannic Majefty George the
Second, being at his head-quarters at
Worms, a fhort time fubfequent to the
battle of Dettingen ; entertained at dinner
a number of Englifh, Auftrian, and Ha-
noverian officers. The battle of Mollwitz
having been mentioned in the courfe of
eonverfation, the King, either by .accident
or
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or by intention, afked of thofe who fat
near him, what General commanded the
Aufirians in that action? Marfhal Neuperg
was one of the perfons prefent, and imme-
diately laying down his knife and fork;
# Cett moi, Sire,” fuid he, “ qui ai com-
“ mandé dans cette butaille, et je I'at perdu
“ par ma propre faute.” So ingenuous
and fo unexpeted an avowal, produced an
univertal filence. The King himfelf feemed
to be embarrafled and concerned. T re-
“ peat, Sire,” continued the Marfhall, “that
“ 1 loft the battle by my own fault. The
« Croats, upon whofe vigilence and alert-
“ nefs to difcover the motions of the
“ enemy, I relied too implicitly, deceived
“ me. I had pofted parties of them upon
“ every road by which the Pruffians could
« poflibly advance; but they abandoned
« themfelves to pillage and intoxication.
“ Notice was brought me that his Prufe
« fiun Majefty, at the head of his forces,
“ prepared to give me battle. But, nos
“ having received any intelligence from
* my Croats, I could not credit the in-
) “ formation.
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% formation. It was mot till the Pruflian
“ columns were preparing to form, that
“ my own eycs undeceived me. I then
% made the beft difpofitions in my powers
“ and if they were not as fuccefsful as they
“ might have been, I only am to blame.”
A nobleman who was prefent on the occa-
fion recounted to me this fa@&, which re-
dounds highly to the honour of Marthal
Neuperg’s candour and fuperiority of mind,

however it may feem to detraét f{rom hm
military reputation.

The two Silefian wars, as they are com-
monly denominated, from the name of the
province which formed the fubjett of con-
teft ; were fucceeded by a period of repofe:
that lafted eleven years. This is the golden.
age of Pruffia, when the King, in the. prime
of life, covered with laurels carned i the
field,. cultivated the arts of peace, and
feemed: to have renounced a with for fur-
ther conquefts.  Content' with " h-aving
added an extenfive and beautiful province
4o his domxmons. he afpired only to pre-
. ferve,
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ferve, and to tranfmit it to his fucceffors.
But, the Court of Vienna, which never for 4
moment loft fight of Silefia, fecretly medi-
tated, in conjunction with that of Drefden,
to reduce the power of Pruffia. Elizabeth,
‘Emprefs of Ruffia, impelled more by motives
of perfonal animofity towards Frederic, than
from any found political reafons, joined
Maria Therefa. Sweden likewife was in-
duced to declare war,almoft without pretext.
The German empire followed the impulfe of
its Ele&tive Head ; and even France, which
for ages had been the enemy of Auftria, fud-
denly uniting with her adverfary, laboured
to deftroy the only power which could fct
limits to its ambition,

Frederic, inftead of deprecating fo vaft
a combination, or temporizing till the florm
was paffed ; having penetrated their inten-
tions, did not hefitate to anticipate them.
‘With his ufual decition of charaéter, he burft
in upon Saxony during the fummer of 1756,
and made himfelf mafier of Drefden ; while
Augu{’cus the Third, King of Poland, unabletd
. , oppofe
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oppofe the torrent, retired with his forces to
Pirna, where his army occupied a poft deem=
ed:inattackable. The King leaving a body
of troops to block the Saxon camp, rapidly
entered Bohemia, where the Aufirians were
advancing to extricate their allies. Under:
thefe circamftances took place the battle of
Lowofitz, on the firft of OQober. It was
fonght among the mountains and defiles,
upon the direlt road from Drefden to Prague;
and Frederic fhared no lefs the danger than
the honour .of the day. With inferior num-
bers and uniler great difadvantage of ground,
he attacked, broke, and at length drove
the encmy from their pofition. Marfhall
Count Brown, who commanded the troops
of Maria Therefa, has been much cenfur-
ed for the difpofitions which he made at
Lowofitz. He was neverthelefs, a General
of diftinguilhed merit and great expeni-
ence ; though perhaps too altive and en-
terprizing in his temper, when it is confidered
that he was to oppofe fuch an antagonift as

the King of Pruffia.
The
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The battle of Lowofitz cannot by any means
be reckoned among the number of thofe de-
eifive vi€tories, in which the rout of the beaten
army is complete. Far from being vanquifh«
ed, the Auftrians only retired on the enfuing
day, and occupied a new pofition behind
‘the river Eger, a few miles diftant; nor
did Frederic, at fo advanced a feafon, ven-
vture to profecute his advantage. But, all
the fruits of viCtory neverthelefs attended
it, fince he thereby incapacitated Marfhal
Brown from extending affiftance to the
Saxons. That unfortunate body of forces,
furrounded on all fides at Pirna, deftitute of
provifions, and cut off from fuccours ; after
holding out to the laft éxtremity, were re-
duced to furrender themfelves prifoners of
war. Auguftus the Third, King of Poland,
and Ele&tor of Saxony, abandoning his here-
ditary dominions, had previoufly fet out for
Warfaw ; leaving his Qheen and his family
to the mercy of the conqueror, as Darius did
aftcr the battle of Iffus. If Frederic did
not equal Alexander in courtefy towards
his
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his captives; yet, by this able and decifive
firoke, at the commencement of the conteft,.
he turned the weapons of the enemy againft
themfelves ; covered Brandenburgh, while
he became mafter of Saxony; and was
enabled to begin the campaign of 1757,
by offenfive operations in the heart of
Bohemia.

That extraordiniary campaign, the moft
fertile in battles, reverfes, and great events,
of any prefented by modern hiftory, opened
with the memorable irruption of Frederic
into Bohemia, .followed by the battle of
Prague, which was fought under the walls of
the city itfelf on the 6th of May. Few altions
have bcen more obftinately difputed ; and
there was a moment, when vitory feemed
on the point of declaring in favour of the Auf-
trians. Marfhal Count Brown commanded
them, conjointly with Prince Charles of Lor-
rain. Tothe defperate courage, and perhaps to
the wounded fenfibility of Marfhal Schwerin,
the Pruffians were eminently indebted for
the viGory which they gained. It is unquef-
tionable that the infantry under his com-

voL. & M mand
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imand gave way, and appeared ready to
turn their backs. The King indignant et
the fight, and rendered almoft frantic by
the profpett of defeat, rode up to the
Marfhal, and reproached him infevere terms,
for the mifbchaviour of his troops. Touched
to the quick by treatment fo unmerited,
Schwerin inftantly feized the ftandard of his
regiment ; and imitating the example of the
Decii, devored himfelf to death. Rufhing
into the thickeft ranks of the Auftrians, he
called on his foldiers to follow him. They
did fo with enthufiafm, and foon fnatched
from the enemy their temporary advantages.
But Schwerin was killed almoft immediately,
by three balls which he received in the
brealt, one of which pierced his heart. He
was not lefs deeply lamepted by his mafter,
than was, Ie Fort by Peter the Great ; and
Frederic has immortalized the circumftances
ffiat accompanied his death, by ereiting a
flatye to his memory, in one of the
principal fquares of Berlin. Schwerin is
there reprefented precifely as he fell, thé
'?oioﬁrs clafped in his hand, and in the a&t
7 . i : of
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of expiring. The monument commemos
rates at once the frailty of the Savere@n,
and the merits of the Goneral. ‘

Prince Charles Lichtenftcin, who was
prefent in the battle of Prague, and who
held at that time a diftinguifhed rank in the
Auftrian cavalry, has related to me many
interefting particulars refpefting that me-
morable engagement. The weather had
been for fome days previous to it, uncoms
monly hot and dry. Nothing could exceed
the clouds of duft which flew up after the
attion commenced ; and when the left wing,
which was under Prince Charles of Lor-
rain’s command, retréated precipitately into
Prague, the. whirlwinds of duft grew fo
violent, that it became almoft impofiibls
any longer to diftinguifh the blue, from thg
white umforms Marfhal Brown having
received a wound from a cannen -ball,
which fplintered his leg, the confufion
augmented among the Auftrians, who fled
on every fide. Frederie, viftorious, lad
fiege to Prague,-end feemed to be on the
pomt of making prifoners the anny fhut up

M2 . in
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in the city. But, his own temerity, rather
than the inconftancy of fortune, extricated
the Emprefs Queen from a fituation fo full
of danger.

Prince Charles Lichtenftein had a brother
named Philip, who ferved, as well as himfelf,
in the Imperial troops, and who fell in the
attion at Pragug. No Officer in the army
was of more unqueftionable courage, or more
warmly attached to his profeffion. It being
evident; from the rapid march and difpofi-
tions of the King of Pruffia, that he intended
as -foon as he was joined by the column
under Marfhal Schwerin, to attack the
Auftrians ; every preparation was made to
receive them, and every requifite order was
iffued by Marfhal Brown, on the evening
preceding the battle. The principal officers
were enjoined to be at their refpe€tive pofis
by day-break ; and Prince Charles having
been on horfeback for feveral hours, had
retired to his tent, meaning to take fome
repofe. - But, fcarcely had he lain down
and fallen afleep, when he was awakened by
his brother Philip, who thook him, and told

17 _ him
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him that he had fomething to impart of
moment. “ Do it then briefly,” anfwered
he, “ for I am very fleepy, and we fhall
% be called be times to morrow.” ¢ Charles,”
fad Prince Philip, “ I believe you do
“ not queftion my courage, -nor think
“ me capable of being deprefled 1 mind at
“ the profpeft of a battle; but I have been
“ fo unaccountably dejected all this day, and
¢ Tam fo convinced of my falling to-morrow
“ in the field, that I could enjoy no tran-
“ quillity of mind till I had come to you;
“¢ There are fome direftions relative to my
¢ concerns, which I muft entreat you to
“ receive, after which 1 {hall be perfetly at
“ eafe.” Prince Charles, far from comply-
ing with his brother’s defire, and vexed to
be {o difturbed, rallied him on his weaknefs, -
refufed to liften to his flory, and fent him
away to his quarters; defiring that his repefe
might be no more interrupted, as he fhould
have fo much occupation on the enfuing
day. Repulfed in this manner, Philip re-
lu@antly withdrew to his tent; while his

M 3 brother: |
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Erother, like Don Mathias de Sylva in © Gil
$las;” foon relapfed into a found fleep.
. From this. ftate of infenfibility, he was &
"Yecond time roufed by Prince Philip, though
not without difficulty. * It is vain, Charles,”
faid he, “that you treat me with levity ; or
* ridicule : my hour is come, and to-morrow
4 T fhall fall. I muftinfift upon it therefore,
% that you take down my laft requefts, which
# fhall be very brief, and cannot detain you
# beyond a few minutes.” Half a fleep, as
well as out of humour at being fo repeatedly
attacked, Prince Charles at length took a
pencil, and haftily committed to paper fome-
fhort heads of teftamentary difpolitions dic-
4ated by his brother. They refpcéted prin-
cipally hismifirefs and his creditors at Vienna;
¢his done, he again retired. On the follow-
ing day, having been wounded by a mufket
ball, he was carried to his tent ; from whence
after having been drefied, he infilted on
feturning to the field, The furgeon and
attendants endeavoured to withhold him ;
but, neither entrcaties nor expoftilations
%ould prevent his following the impulfe of
- hig
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“his courage and his duty, He foon recsived
a fecond wound, which terminated his Yifein
the prime of youth. Had he efcaped unhurt,
lus predi€lion would have been.confidered
only asan idle dream, and never cominemop
rated. It is the aecidental accomplithment
which imprefies it on the imagination. -
I return to the King of Pruffia, If that
Prince would have becn fatistied to profecute
the fiege of Prague with vigour, jt.is not only
highly probable, but almoft certain, that he -
muft have become mafter of the place, and
confequently have made Prince Chailes of
Lorrain and his numerous army prifoners of-
war. Or, if renouncing the attempt to enter
Prague, he had only purfued without delay’
the flying enemy, during the firft impreffion
of their defeat; it is not lefs probable that he
might l}&ve carried all before him, and have
advanced to the banks of the Danube, or to
the walls of Vienna. The Aufirians required
confiderable time to rally, and to colle&t new
forces; by allowing it them, Frederic com-
mittedanirreparableerror. Relying toomuch
on his palt fuccefs, and trufting to fortune,
M 4 . n
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tradiftion to the remonftrances of
ngl Keith, he ventured to leave a part of
hisarmy before Prague, to continue the fiege,
while he marched in perfon to give battle
with the remainder. At this critical junéture
Daun came forward ; the Fabius of the Auf-
trians, who by his conftitutional caution, wag
wonderfully welladopted to make head againft
a Prince of Frederic’s character. He wasof a
noble family, and had long ferved with dif-
- tinCtion in the Imperial forces. Naturally
phlegmatic, and often irrefolute, he required
to be impelled, rather than reftrained. Of
infurmountable coolnefs, no dangers ruffled,
and no reverfes deprefied him. In his friend
General Lacy, who accompanied him, he
found the qualities which nature had denied
to himfelf; decifion, alivity, and energy.
To Lacy’s advice and exhortations, was in
fa&t due much of the fame acquired by Daun,
who highly efteemed him, and confulted him,
on all occafions of emergency.

The ftories which are related of Daun’s
felf-pofleffion in the article of danger excite a
degree of admiration, and almoft of incre-

dulity,
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dulity. Count Stuart, an oflicer of Jgotch
extraction, who ferved under him during a
great part of the war; affured me thatat the
battle of Hohkirchen in 1758, he faw Daun
giving fome dire&ions to a dMonel of artillery,
when a cannon ball took oft his head. The
Marfhal, though he was {o clofe as ta be co-.
vered with the blood, neither turned afide,
- nor uttered a word, nor made the fmalicit
motion. Perfetily calm, he only addrefied
himfelf to the next artillery officer in rank,
ordering liim to execute the commiffion with
which he had charged the other. It is well
known that on another occafion, riding out
with General Serbelloni to reconnoitre the
Praffian forces, they were repeatedly fired at
by parties pofted in the hedges. The fhot
flying about their heads, Daun was prudently
preparing to retire ; but Serbelloni, pointing
with his finger to an obje€ which he wifhed
the Marfhal to remark, exclaimed, ¢ Cés ne
* font que des mouches.” An inftant after~
wards, amufket {hot fhattered his hand ; when
Daun turning quietly round, only faid,* Ilme
4¢ paroitau moins,quelesmouches ont piqués.”

It
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; It"'as at Colin that Frederic for the firf
gime fully experienced the inflability of for-
tune. His preceding viftorics appear to
have fomewhat intoxicated him, and to have
induced him tdBruft too much to the fupe-
riority of his genius, or his arms. Marfhal
Brown having been rendered incapable of
commanding, in confequence of his wound ;
and Prince Charles of Lorrain being fhut up
in Prague ; Daun collected the feattered re-
mains of the Aufirians, who were foon joined
by new forces. About eleven o’clock in the
aorning of the 18th of June 1757, his
Pruffian Majefty appeared in fight, and in-
flantly prepared for battle. Daun’s head-
quarters were ftationed at the little village of
Chotzemitz, near the town of Colin, on an
eminence ; from whence, with a telefcope in
‘his hand, he calmly und attentively furveyed
every difpofition of his cnemy. He remarked
them long in filence; and at length taking
the glafs from his eye, “ Ma foi,” faid he,
“ il me femble que le Roi doit perdre au-
# jourd’buy.” :
L Frederie
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Frederic commenced the attack; gfter a
wvariety of manceuvres, at two in the after-
noon. The Auftrians, in the beginning were
thrown into_ fuch confufion, that Marfhal
Daun, apprehenfive of an entire defeat, iffued
.orders for fecuring his retreat, and for re-
moving the artillery without delay. But,
two regiments of Saxons newly raifed, con-
fifting principally of young recruits who had
{carcely feen any fervice, were highly inftru-
mental in checking the ardour of the Pruffi-
ans. They repulfed, and ﬁn‘}y drove back
the enemy. Another extraordinary cireums
ftauce impofiible 1o bave been forefeen,
materially contributed to decide ultimately
the fate of the aflionin favour of Daun. One
of the Pruffian columns as it marched up,
was annoyed by a party of Croats ftationed
in a wood, who kept up a brifk fire on their
flank, The King when informed of it, dif-
pached an Aide-de-camp to order a regiment
of the column to enter the wood, and -to
diflodge the Groats. But, the officer who
carried the meflage, forgot, or negletted to
: caufe
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caufe-the column at the fame time to ad-
-vance. On the contrary, it was ftopped for -
a confiderable time, while the regiment fent
to attack the Croats, -executed that com-
miffion. If inftéad of halting, the column
bad rapidly filled up the interval, had ad-
vanced, opened, and formed ; it was fuppofed
they might have done great execution, and
perhaps have totally changed the afpeft of
affairs. When at laft they came up, it was
too late' to be of any effeftual fervice.
The King mggle feveral defperate efforts to
carry by force the Auftrian lines; but, his
troops, difheartened and fatigued, could not
be induced to continue their attacks. To-
wards eight in the evening the aftion ceafed,
the Pruffians fled, and the rout became
general. Frederic, compelled to raife the
fiege of Prague precipitately, evacuated
Bohemia, and retired in fome diforder to-
wards the confines of Saxony.

Never was viCtory more opportunely
gained, nor more important in its confe-
quences. The Aufirian army, inclofed within
the walls of Prague, prefled by fumine, and

’ diminithed
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diminifhed by ficknefs, could not long have
held out the place. Nor, had Daun been’
vanquifhed at Colin, could any new efficient
body of forces have been fpeedily oppofed-
to the Pruffians. They might have advanced
to the vicinity of Vienna, and have drivent
Maria Therefa from her capital, as had been
done fixteen years before by the French and
Bavarians. So fignal a fervice juftly prow
cured Daun a prodigious reputation, and
the death of Marfhal Brqwn naturally placed
him in the fupreme command, of the Auf-
trian armics. Brown expired at Prague, in
confequence of his wound, accelerated by a
confumptive habit—of body. His enemies
pretended that the chagrin which he felt at
Daun’s extraordinary fuccefs, when com~
trafied with his own recent defeats at Prague,
and at Lowofitz, hafiened his end. He affect-
od however, to participate in the general
congratulations offered to Daun on the vic-
tory of Colin; and as a teftimony of his,
efteem for him, Brown ordered his beft Eng-
lith horfe to be carried to that commander,

s
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ds foon as he received the intelligenee, whick
he furvived only a few days. :
A melancholy reverfe now fucceeded to the
late rapid conqueft of Frederic. Inftead of
ever-running Bohemia, and penetrating thro’
Moravia, into Auftria, as he expetted to have
done, he could fcarcely maintain himfelf i i
Saxony. The viétorious troops of Daun not
only prefied him upon his rear, but in a great
meafure recovered Silefia: while on the other
fide, the army of the German Empire, united
with the forces of France, advanced to attack
him through ‘Thuringia. The fame Prince,
who in June appeared to be on the point of
ditating peace as a cohqueror at the gates
of Vienna; before the clofc of O&ober,
doubted whether he thould be able'to defend:
his patrimonial dominions from the attacks
énd inroads of his enemies. But the cam-
paign of 1757 exhibits from its commence-
ment to its termination, an ‘unparalled chain’
of “reverfes and viciffitudes. At the moment
when winter was already begun, and the
refpefitivearmies preparing to retire, Fredericy
by two decifive vi€ories completely extri-
cated
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cdated his affairs, and refumed ali his fezrmerr
afcendancy.
" Retbach, a little village not far from th&
hanks of the river Saal in Thuringia, was
the fcene of the firft of thefe memorable
aflions. Ittoek place on the fifth of Novems
ber; and like the * battle of the Spurs,” in the
fixteenth century, might rather be denomi-
nated a rout than an engagement. The
allied army was led by two chiefs ; the forces
of the Empire being commanded by tha
Prince of Saxe-Hilburghaufen, while the
French auxiliary troops were under the or:
ders of the Prince of Soubife. The fuperiority
of the Pruffian manceavres was aided no lefs
by the temerity of the enemy previous to
the engagement, than by their fubfequent
panic. Scareely did they make any refifts
ance for more than half an hour. During
the interview between the Emperor and the
King of Pruffia, in 1770, at Neufladt in
Moravia, Frederic gave his Imperial Majefs
ty & moft humorous and ludicrous defcripe
tion of the battle of Rofbach ; in the courfe
of which he treated the French with the
utmoft
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utmoft feverity of ricidule. General Noftitz.
who was prefent, affured me of the fact. In-
deed, whatever may be his Pruffian Majefty’s
partiality towards the French language, or
nation, he is known to hold their military
difcipline and tactics in the utmoft contempt,

But the wiftory at Rofbach, however
brilliant, by no means liberated the King
from his difficulties, which appeared to be
}nfurmountuble It was neceffary to gain
another battle not lefs decifive, over the
Auftrians; who after taking Schweidnitz, had
attacked and defeated the Pruffians, en-
trenched under the cannon of Breflau,
That city itfelf, the capital of Silefia,
unable to refift an army of eighty thoufand
men, had furrendered ; while the fhattered
remains of the Prince of Bevern’s fmall
force was reduced to abandon any fur.
ther attempt to flop their progrefs. Such
was ftill the defperate fituation of  his
affairs in Silefia, when Frederic gained
the battle of Liffa, on the 4th of De-
cember.. The’incapacity and mifconducy
. . of
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of Prmce Charles of Lorrain, who com-
manded the Auftrian forces, enabled the
King, with inferior numbers, and in the
fpacc of lefs than three hours, nearly to
annihilate that formidable army. ~Inftead
of remaining within his entrenchments,
where he would have .been inattackable,
Prince Charles unneceffarily advanced, and
offered Frederic battle. Silefia was the prize
for which they contended, and it immedi-
ately returned to the conqueror. Scarcely
could the furvivors of the defeat at Liffa,
reduced to one-third of their original num-
bers, reach Bohemia ; where, I am affured,
twenty thoufand Auftsians were carried into
the hofpitals.

Prince Jofeph Lobkowitz, who was prefent
in the allion at Lifia, was fent on the
following morning to the field of battle;
a fufpenfion of arms for twenty-four hours
having been granted, in order to allow
time to bury the dead. The cold of the
night was extremely fevere; and I have

Yor. 1. N heard
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~heard him fay, that the fpettacle which pre.
fentbd itfelf .te +his wiew, was fuch asmo
language could well defcribe ; great numbers
«of the wten- and horfes whohad fallen on the
‘precedlingday; remaining hard frozen, and
.their limbs fixed in the attitudes of pain or
.diftortion in which they had expired. Nor
fwas the flight of the Aufirians after the en-
.gagement; lefs deftruttive 1o them, than had
-been the a€tion itfelf. Compelled, almoft
«deftitute of baggage or neccflaries, to pafs the
defiles wlich feparate Silefia from Bohemia,
~and purfued by the Pruffians; thoufands funk
under the weight of their arms, and perifhed
-amidft the fnows,of hunger, cold,and fatigue;
or were maffacred by the peafants.  After
‘five great battles,in four of wiich the King
had:been prefent, and ‘in three'of which he
"had been viéterious; he ftill retained pof-
feffion of Saxeny, had rcconquered Silefia,
and menaced the Emprefs Queen with a
new irruption into her dominiens, on the
treturn-of {pring.
un The
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The campaign of 1758, lefs brilliant and
varied than the one which we have juft re-
viewed, difplays neverthelefs the firm cha-
ratter and vaft refources of Frederic, under
circnmftances the moft adverfe, augmented
by defeat.  Afier retaking Schweidnitz, the
only remaining acquifition of the enemy,
he burft unexpeétedly into Moravia, carly in
the fpring, and mvefled Olmuiz, the capital.
Had he fucceeded before it, nothing could
have prevented his penetrating to Vienna.
It is however the opinion of almoft every
officer, Pruffian, Aufirian, or Saxon, with
whom 1 ever converfed on the fubjeét, that
the King afted injulicioufly in direéting his
arms againft Moravia. If, inftead of under-
taking a fiege fo hazardous and difficult as
Olmutz, he had entered Bohemia early in
May, no effe€tual oppofition could have been
made to him by Marfhal Daun, whofe ariny
was ftill almoft wholly in the hofpitals. But
while the Pruffians continued before Olmutz,
that commander afiembled his troops. Lau-
dohn, who afterwards fignalized himfelf fo

Ng much
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much in the fubfequent campaigns, having
defeated a convoy of provifions on its way
to the Pruflian camp, compelled Frederic to
renounce his enterprize. He retired; but it
was the retreat of a Lion, who turns upon his
purfuers. Fruftrated, not vanquithed; for-
midable even in defeat ; carrying with him
all his artillery and his baggage, he left to
Daun little more than u negative triumph.
New and equally formidable enemies
waited for him on the banks of the Oder,
whom it was indifpenfable to expel from his
dominions. The Mufcovites, after ravaging
the kingdom of Pruffia, had entered the
Elettorate of Brandenhwirgh, and were ad-
vancing towards Berlin, conduéted by Gene-
ral Fermer.  Frederie gave them battle at
the little village of Zorndorf, not far from
Cuftrin upon the Oder; and on his fide it
might be termed a carnage, rather than an
aftion. But neither the fury of lus artillery,
the valor and difcipline of his infantry, nor
the repeated charges of his cavalry, could
_compel the Ruflians to recede a foot; much
lefs
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lefs to turn their backs, or take to flight,
During near thirteen hours, from fix in the
morning till feven in the evening of the 25th
of Auguft, they withftood, unmoved, every ef-
fortof the Pruffian tactics. Aftertheflaughter
of twenty-one thoufand men, they fiill dif-
dained to retreat, and night alone terminated
the combat. But the Ruffian commander,
by immediately falling back towards Poland,
while he feemed to yield the honor of the
viGtory to Frederic, allowed him time like-
wife to fly te the afliftance of his brother.

It was become neceffary to extricute
Prince. Henry, whom Daun had already
furrounded in the vvicinity of Drefden.
The King’s approach effeéted this objet;
but, not contént with obliging the Auftrians
to abandon their projc&, he rafhly attempt-
ed to cut oft' their communication with
Bohemia. Regardlefs of the advice and
remonftrances of Marfhal Keith, he per-
fifted for that purpofe to occupy a pofition’
at the village of Hohkirchen, ncar Baut-

'cn, in Lufatia. - Keith predi®ted to him
N3 that
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that he would be there attacked by Daun,
and afferted that the poft was untenable
aguinft fuperior numbers. His apprehen-
fions were {lighted by the King, and the
event foretold by Keith took place. Favor-
ed by the night and a thick {og, Daun, on
the 14th of O¢tober, furprized the Pruffian
camp, drove their troops from the heights
of Hohkirchen, and gained a fignal vic-
tory. But Fredenic’s greateft and moft
irrcparable lofs was that of Keith himfelf,
who, after having rallied the [oldiers, and
performed for more than three hours all the -
funtions of a confummate General, fell in
the church-yard of the village, mortally
wounded.

Marfhal Keith was born in Scotland,
of a very ancient and noble family, which,
unbappily, from principles of generous,
but miftaken attachment to the exiled
houfe of Stuart, engaged in the rebellion
of 1715, againft George the Firft. Oblig-
ed to quit his native country, he cntered
into. the fervice of Ruflia, where he

15 rofe
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rofe to the rank of Figld-Marfhal; and
afterwards pafled: inio thats of Frédesic the:
Second.. By him, +wha knew ‘how. to
appreciate, and to value merit, Keith was-
not lefs beloved .than.:gefpected. - . All his.
exertions to wreft the. vi¢tory from Daun:
at Hohkirchen, were unfuccefsful, : His:
body, after.he fell, ftripped and naked; was
carried into the church of the village, and
laid upon a barrow, covered with a Croat’s:
cloak. When all refiftance on the part of
the Pruffians was completely at an end,
and their army difperfed ; Marfhal Daun,
accompanied by Lacy and feveral  other
officers entered thg church. . Seeing a
dead body expofed.on a barrow, and con-~
ceiving it to be fome perfon of diftinéton,
he enquired who it was? Lacy approached
the corpfe, and after attentively regarding
it, exclaimed with great emotion, *“ Alas.!
’tis my father’s beft friend, ’tis Keith!”
The late Marfhal Lacy. and he had both
been in the fervice of Riiffia, bad made
more than one campaign together, under

N 4 the
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the reign of the Emprefs Anne, and
had ‘lived on terms of intimate friend-
fhip. . At fo melancholy a piece of intel-
ligence, Daun burft into tears, as did Lacy,
and every. perfon prefent. How affe@ting
a moment; and how fublime, as well as
touching a fubjeét, for the pencil of an
artift!

‘While they were paying this tribute of
refpet and fympathy to the remains of
Keith, a Croat made his appearance,
drefled in the Marfhal’s uniform, and hav-
ing acrofs hic breaft the yellow riband of
the Pruffian order of the “ Black Eagle.”
Daun demanding of hiym how he came by
thofe fpoils, “I took them,” anfwered the
Croat, “ from the man who lies yonder,
whom 1 killed and ftripped. I have given
him in return my cloak.”™ The corpfe
was fcarcely i the leaft disfigured, or
bloody ; nor was it without fome difficulty,
and after confiderable fearch, that the
wound which he had received, was dif-
coverable. *A mufket-ball had penetrated

his
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his fide or flank, but the orifice was hardly
perceptible, and only marked by a fmail
purple fpot. As he fell on his back, he
had bled inwardly.

Daun having inftantly ordered out three
regiments under arms, caufed him to be
nterred with all the military honours due to
his high rank and his diftinguithed merit.
On the enfuing day the Marfhal received
a letter from his Pruffian Majefly, brought
by a trumpet. Frederic, after congra-
tulating him on his late viftory, and
complimenting him  on the manceuvres
which had conduced to fo fignal a fuccefs,
requefted him to render every military ho-
nor to the remains of the great man, whom
it had been his misfortune to lofe. The
Auftrian commander in his reply befought
the King to believe, that he had not waited
for his royal commands on fuch a point;
but had already paid to the deceafed Mar-
fhal every mark of refpeét in his power.
Frederic, in his letter to Daun, made ne
mention whatever of Prince Francis of

Brunfwic,



186 , MEMOIRS OF THE

Brunfwic, his own brother-in-law, - who
had fallen in the fame aflion. Sir Robert
Keith, (now envoy at Vienna, and fo well
known by his fpirited condutt in Denmark
during the revolution in 1772,) has lately
ereCted in the church of Hohkirchen, an
elegant marble monument to the memory
of his relation, Marfhal Keith. Every par-
ticular relative to his death, here enume-
rated, was imparted to me by an Auftrian
officer of diftinftion who was prefent at
Hohkirchen.

If the Kiag cannot be exempted from
cenfure for perfifting, in contradittion to
Keith’s advice, to ogscupy the camp at
Hohkirchen, he is not lefs to be admired
for the celerity and fkill with which he
yepaired his defeat. Far from reconquering
Silefia, or even expelling him from Sax-
ony, Daun found him equally formidable
as. before the late misfortune. When he
attemapted: to befiege Neifs, and afterwards
to. attack Drefden, Frederic obliged him to
renounce both enterprizes, and finally to

fall
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fall back upon Bohemia. The army of the
Empire, which nearly at the .fame time.
made a fecbic effort to regain their honour.
loft at Rofbach, was catily vepulfed : while.
the Swedes, who only half & century befars.
had triumphantly overrun Poland, Rufiia,.
and Saxony, under Charles the Twelfth,
were compelled to retire precipitately from
Pomerania. 1f the campaign of 1758 had
been more difafirous to Frederic than the
preceding one, it had likewife manifefted;
in a confpicuous manner his prodigious
refources. The next year was deftined to
put him to full feverer trials.

Daun no longer ¢ngaged in 1750, the
principal attention of the King. Content,
with watching his motions, with covering
Silefia, and defending Saxony, Fredetig
direfted his moft altive exertions agaiaft
another enemy. The Ruffians, led by
Soltikoff, who had replaced their formee
commander; after defeating General Wedel
at Zullichau, near Croflfen on the Oder,
had continued their march toward Berlin.

It
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It was marked by ravages of every kind;
and the King, irritated to a pitch of defpe-
ration at the defeat of Wedel, refolved to
give them once morec battle. The Oder,
which had been twice the fcene of thefe
conflifts, witnefied a third engagement not
lefs fanguinary, and ftill more memorable
from its termination. All the preceding
difafters which Frederic had experienced,
were light in comparifon with the defeat
that he fuftained at Cunerfdorf.
- -Apprehenfive from the motions of the
Pruffian army, that the King meditated
an attack on Soltikoff, Marfhal Daun de-
tached Laudohn to join him, at the head
of twelve thoufund Auftrians and Saxons,
principally cavalry. The juntion was
effeGted, not without difficulty, a very
few days before the engagement. On
the afternoon immediately preceding it,
Seltikoff and Laudohn rode out together,
in order to reconnoitre the enemy. As
it was evident that the King meant to
bring on a battle, Soltikoff took occafion to
' explain
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explain to his colleague, the difpofitions
which he intended to make for receiving
the Pruffians. He pointed out at the fame
time the pofition in which he fhould wait
for the attack, and the point againft
which, as he conceived, it would be princi-
pally diretted. Laudohn, though he coin-
cided with him in opinion, enquired never-
thelefs, what meafures he had taken for
covering or fecuring his retreat, in cafe
of a difufter? “ None whatever,” replied
Soltikofl’; “ the Ruflians are unaequainted
with retreats: they always either conquer
or die.”

On the following orning, the twelfth
of Auguft, Frederic attacked the entrench-
ed camp at Cunerfdorf; his greateft efforts
being direCted aganit their flank, at the
only point where it was acccflible, by
a narrow opening through a morafs. Two
Ruffian regiments flationed in the pafs,
long fuftained without giving way, the
onfet of the Pruffian army: they were
at length put to the fword, and fell in

- their
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their ranks. ' Soltikoff propofed therefore
to Laudohn, that a regiment of Auftrians
fhould march into the vacant fpace, along
fide of a regiment of his own troops.
But the Auftrian foldiers rejected the pro-
pofal with indignation. “Me are ready
to' fight,” cricd they; “but not to be
butchered like vittims.”  Neither re-
proaches nor entreaties could alter their
determination; and they were even fo
exafperated againft Laudohn, that they
threatened to tear him in pieces. Tn order
to avoid their fury, he was obliged to con-
ceal himfclf for a fhort time among the
baggage, till their firft emotions of refent-
ment had {ubfided.

In this- fitwation, unfupported by his
Auftrian aliics, Soltikoff inflantly otdered
two regiments of his own troops to ad-
vance, with drums beating and colours
flying. Likc their predeceflors they were
cut to picces; and were fucceeded by two
more, who underwent a fimilar fate.
Scarcely a man remained alive; but, their

' bodies
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bodics foon formed a ftupendous mound,
completely filling the fpace through which
anlone the cnemy could penectrate. Of the
feventh and eighth regiments, which in
turn occupicd the fame fpot, fo few efcaped,
that the gentleman who related thefe par-
ticulars, affured me, an officer of the name
of Richter, though only an enfign in the
morning, commanded the furvivors at the
¢lofe of the day.

Such troops, though they might be put
to the fword, it feemed impoffible to van-
quifh. The Pruffians, wearied with flaugh-
ter, and {inking under the heat of the
weather, which waes intolerable, began,
after fome hours, to relax in their ardour.
‘Inftead of refting fatisfied with the impor-
tant advantage which he had cheaply
gained, and waiting for a more favourable
occafion to complete the deftruction of his
enemies ; Frederic, in oppofition to all ad-
vice, forced his foldiers to new exertiens.
Laudohn perceiving their exhaufted con-

dition,
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dition, and inftantly availing himfclf of it,
made a defperate charge at the head of the
Auftrian cavalry, which decided the for-
tune of .the day. The Pruffians fled on
every fide, threw down their arms, and
abandoned the field. Tents, artillery, bag-
gage, every thing fell into the hands of the
conqueror.  Scarcely could ten men be
colle@ed together in a body. Frederic,
obliged to confult his fafety by flight,
pafied the might in a hut, only a few miles
from the fcene of his defeat, deflitute of
protection, and almoft without neceflaries.
Laudohn, after exprefiing to the Ruffian
General his admiratiop of the valour and
fteadinefs of his troops, oftered, if Soltikoft
would entruft a few of them to his com-
mand, to go in purfuit of the beaten enemy,
he even ventured to anfwer for bringing
his Pruffian Majetly prifoner into the
«camp within three days. Far from accept-
ing the offer, Soltikoff coldly declined it.
X1 have already gained two battles,” faid
he,
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he, “in little more than a fortnight; let
“ my brother Daun now do fomething in
* the common caufe.”

Inflead of being overwhelmed by fo great
a difafter, as might have been naturally ex-
peted, Frederic foon revived more formida-
ble from his defeat. The inaflion of the
Ruffians happily allowed him time toaflemble
a new army; and Soltikoff neither followed
up his victory at Cunerfderf, nor atchieved
any thing of confequence during the reft of
the campaign. But Drefden, which the
Pruffians had hitherto held; was wrefted {ron:
them by Daun; and as if fomething finifter
prefided in the councils of their Sovereign, he
underwent foon afterwards a humiliation ftill
more poignant than the calamity of Cunerf-
dorf: I mean the furrender of near twenty-
thoufand troops at Maxen ; an event which
may almoft be compared with the difgrace
of the Caudine Forks, fo memorable in the
hiftory of Rome. Ever difpofed from his
turn of mind and charalter, to a& offen-
fively, the King ventured to detach a body
of forces, in order to cut off Daun’s com=

VOL. I, O munication
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munication with Bohemia. They were
commanded to take poft at Maxen; a
pofition capable of being defended againft
fuperior numbers, and from its fituation
admirably calculated to intercept the retreat
of the Auftrians. Finck, a General of expe-
rience and merit, was feleted for this
commiffion; in the execution of which, he
did not, however, by any means anfwer
the expeftations of his mafter.

I have heard the condutt of Finck dif-
cuffed by many Auftrian officers who were
prefent at his furrender; and they in gene-
ral agree, that he not only took a bad pofi-
tion, but that he defended it ftill worfe,
By leaving the heights above his camp
unoccupied, he committed an irreparable
fault, which enabled Daun, after firft fur-
rounding, ultimately to compel him to lay
down his arms.  Always flow, and frequent-
ly irrefolute, Daun hefitated neverthelefs,
whether he fhould make the attempt; but
the exhortations of Lacy prevailed over his
indecifion. Finck, invefted on every fide
by the Aufirians, found efcape impoffible ;

. and
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and Lacy, after having made himfelf maf-
ter of the heights which commanded the
Pruffian camp, fummoned their commander
to furrender. He was not in want of
provifions ; and General Wunfch, as well
as many other officers, indignant at the
idea of fubmitting to an ignominious capi-
tulation, propofed either to cut their paflage
through the enemy, or to perith to the laft
man fword in hand. Finck, though he
rejected the propofal, yet did not furrender
till he had vainly made every effort to libe-
rate himfelf and his unfortunate army.
While the articles were framing, Wunfch
attempted to force his way at the head of
two regiments of cavalry. But, on the
menace of the Auftrians to put the remain-
ing troops to the fword, and at Finck’s ex-
prefs command, he relutantly returned to
the camp. Seventeen thoufand of Frederic’s
veteran foldiers piled up their arms. Lacy
rode in among them, after having con-
cluded the capitulation, and made regi-
ment after regiment prifoners of war.

o2 The
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The King was more deeply fenfible to this
difgraceful and unexpeéted blow, than he
had béen to all his preceding defeats. In
the violence of his refentment, he refufed to
admit Finck to his prefence, or even to hear
his juftification. That officer, who foon
afterwards entered into the Danifh fervice,
is fince dead at Copenhagen. I ought how-
ever to add, that many perfons here at
Berlin, who are well able to appreciate the
conduét of Finck, declare that he was far
lefs culpable than unfortunate. They affert
that he originally remonfirated againit the
meafure of taking poft at Maxen, and only
did it in compliance with hismafter’s peremp-
tory orders. Under this dark cloud termi-
nmated the campaign of 1759, rendered for
ever memorable by the reverfes of Cunerfdorf
and of Maxen. Saxony was likewife wrefied
from Frederic, which had hitherto ferved as
a barrier to his own dominions; while his
enemies, elated by fuccefs, promifed them~
felves to effect his entire deftrution in the
courfe of the enfuing year.

Neither .
19
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Neither Daun nor Soltikoff form the moft
confpicuous figures in the campaign of 1760.
On the contrary, they fink into comparativg
obfcurity ; while Laudohn, who hud fo lately
diftinguithed himfelf at Cuncrfdorf, by the
fuperiority of his views, added to the deci-
fion and rapidity of his movements, conti-
nued to infliét the moft fevere and humili-
ating wounds on the Pruffian Monarchy.
Fouquet, another General of Frederic’s,
renewed in fome meafure at Landfhut, the
ignominious capitulation of Finch at Maxen
He made indeed a more vigorous defence ;
but, the termination was fcarcely lefs dif~
honourable, and, equally calamitous. Of
twenty-one thoufand men whom he com-
manded, not above fix thoufand efcaped the
fword or a prifon; and Fouquet himfelf was
among the number of the captives. Two
fuch difafters following each other at fo
fhort an interval, fullied no lefs the luftre
of the Pruffian arms, than they elevated the
courage of their opponents. Glatz, one
of the keys of Silefia, for which Laudohn

03 and
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and Fouquet had contended, fell to the
former.

- That province, to recover which was
always a favorite objett of Maria Therefa,
became once more the principal theatre of
military operations, where Frederic main-
tained a dcfperate and unequal conflit
againft fuperior forces. On every fide he
appeared to be precluded not only from af-
fiftance, but even from efcape. The Auftrian
and Ruffian Generals having enclofed him,
anticipated his fall or his furrender. They
already meditated tofurprife him in his camp,
and to renew the affair at Hohkirchen. But,
the geniusof Frederic, matured by experience
and misfortune, fuftained, and his celerity
extricated him in this emergency. Without
allowing his cnemies time to complete their
meafures, he marched to mcet the danger;
and fele¢ting Laudohn as being the moft ex-
pofed from his fituation, he attacked that
General at Lignitz on the 15th of Auguft.
After a defperate refiftance the King obtain-
ed a victory fo much the more gratifying, as
it was gained over a commander whofe name;

15
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bind fuccefles had deprefled the Pruffians, It
has been commonly afferted that Lacy, who
commanded a feparate body of troops, and
who was ftationed in the vicinity, might have
advanced in time to Laudohn’s relief; but,
that acluated by a {pirit of rivalfhip or jea-
loufy, he withheld his affiftance. So un-
founded as well as unjuft an afperfion, is beft
confuted by Lacy’s whole life and charater.
Far from fuftaining any diminution of fame,
Laudohn rofe more brilliant from his de-
feat, and glorioufly repaired the diftafter of
Lignitz before the clofe of the war.

Under the ordinary circumftances of con=
tending nations, where the refpective force of
the combatants had been in any meafure ba-
lunced, Frederic’s late victory would have
given him a decided fuperiority over his op-
ponents during the remainder of the cam-
paign. But, fo immenfe was the difparity of
numbers and ftrength, that no common ex-
ertions feemed able long te protraét his total
ruin. Berlin and Potzdam were laid under
contribution by the Ruffians; Iaudohn, not-
withfianding his defeat, ftill maintained him-

04 felf



Loq . MEMOIRS OF THE

felf in the midft of Silefia, while Daun and
Lacy were mafters of Saxony and Lufatia,
It was not enough for Frederic to have forced
Soltikoff to abandon Brandenburgh,and ulti-
mately 1o evacuate the other parts of his do-
minions. Sonie great and decifive viflory
was become neceffary, in order to enable him
again to take up his winter-quarters in Saxony.
Rendered almoft defperate by his {ituation,
and regardlefs of obftacles, Frederic refolv-
ed therefore to attack the Aufirians, though,
they occupied a pofition along the Elbe,
equally ftrong and advantageous. Such
were the circumflances in which took place
the memorable battle of Torgau, on the third
of November. )

In no action of the whole war, not even
at Colin, did the King commit {fo much to
fortune; fince the confequences of defeat to,
him were incalculable. Animated by a fenfe
of the necefiity of conquering, he forgot every
pet fonal conlideration,and expofed himfelf to,
the feverefl fire, while he rallicd and led his
cavalry again and again to the charge. But
tuch were the impcdiments, natural and

artificial
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artificial, with which his infantry had to con-
tend, that though they difplayed the fteadieft
courage, they never could open and form in
face of the Auftrian batieries. Towards
evening, notwithftanding the perlinacious
efforts of the King to tear the viftory from
Daun, he not only maintained his ground,
but had repulfed the Pruffians. Eiglhteen
thoufand of their beit troops were left on the
field, and fcarcely two thivds of that number
had fallen on the other fide. Frederic, un-
able to renew the conteft with any profpect
of fuccefs, muft have fallen back upon Bran-
denburgh: and Daun had already difpatched
acourler, 10 announce to the Emprels Quecn
the intelhigence of a decilive viclory, when
an unexpedted and fortuitous event com-
pletely changed the fortune of ihe day.

Some Prufiian foldiers having accidentally
difcovered that the heights of Sipliiz, which
gommanded the Aufirian camp, were unw
guarded, carricd the intcligence to their
officer.  After afcertaming the fact, he rex
ported it to Gencral Ziethen ; who, equally
aﬁomihed apd delighted gt the nformation,

caufed
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caufed feveral pieces of cannon to be im~
mediately tranfported thither, and occupicd
the poft with a detachment of troops. The
darknefs of the night favoured and facili-
tated his operations. At daybreak fo
tremenduous a cannonade opencd on the
forces of Daun, that he was compelled to
break up his camp, and to retire in the
utmofl confufion, harraffed and purfued by
the Pruffians. A fecond courrier was fent off
to Vienna, to communicate to Maria The-
refa the difaftrous reverfc which had taken
‘place. Lacy alone, of all the Imperial Ge-
perals, retreated in admirable order at the
head of the divifion which he commanded,
along the left bank of the Elbe. In fight
of the vitorious army, on the fame fide of
the river, he made good his retreat for
feveral leagues. Then croffing the Elbe at
the town of Meiffen, he gained the oppofite
heights, and checked the further progrefs
of the enemy. It is univerfally admit-
ted that this manceuvre may rank with
the fineft of the prefent age. But all the
sdvantages of vi€tory remained not lefs to

Frederic,
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Frederic. Laudohn, reluftantly compelled
to quit Silefia, once more abandoned that
Dutchy ; while the Pruffians, favourcd by
their late fuccefs, took up their winter-quar-
ters again in Saxony.

The campaign of 1761, unlike all the
preceding, is ferile in great events, no ge-
neral aftion having been fought anywhere
from its commencement to its clofe. En-
feebled by their paft exertions, and render-
ed mutually cautious by the reverfes of
fortune which they had in turn experienced,
neither party feemed inclined to rifk an en-
gagement. But, it began to be apparent
that the King maft ultimately fink under fuch
an unequal [iruggle, which neither fubfidies,
nor ability however confummate, nor mili-
tary 1kill could much longer portra&. Atno
period of the war does he, indeed, jufily ex-
cite fo much admiration. Five campaigns
had deprived him of his moft able Generals,
and left him little other refource than in
the unfhaken firmnefs of his own charafter.
A Prince of meaner capacity mufl have
inevitably fallen under the weight of his
' enemies
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enemies and his encreafing embarraffménts.
Frederic, by judicioutly protratting the final
mlue, efleCled his extrication. Infiead of
acting offenfively and committing all to
hazard, as he had done more than once in the
preceding campaigns; he feems to have ex-
changed qualiies with his antagonilt, and
to have adopted the phlegm as well as the
caution of Daun.  This verfatility, which 1s
rot the leaft wonder{ul feature of his charac~
ter, proved the prefervation of Silefia, and of
the Prufiian Menarchy. Both mufthave been
lofi by a falic {iep,orby anaét of imprudence.
On the other hand, the Court of Vienna
and the commaunders of the Aufirian forces,
by uot adopting the moft vigorous mea-
fures at this period of the war, were
gulty of an unpardonable error. They
could not be ignorant that their ully the
tmprefs of Rufiia was in a very precarious
fiate of health; they knew that her death
would at leaft diffolve the union between the
two Crowus; and Lhat the acceflion of the
- Lareat. Duke her nephew would convert the
Huffiuns iro open cnemies.  Under fuch
¢Ircums
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circumftances, it feems obvious that Daun
fhould have forced the King to an action,
let the obQlacles have been ever fo great, or
the chances ever fo unequal; fince a fingle
victory over him would have terminated the
conteft, But, though Maria Therefa’s forces
were joined by the Ruffians not far from
Breflaw ; fo ably and advantageoully did
Frederic chufe his pofition, that Daun never
ventured to attack him in his camp near
Sehweidnitz. While his brother Prince
Henry, with mnferier forces defended Saxony
and Brandeuburgh: the King hatlled all the
efforts of Daun to bring on a general engage-
ment, and finally compelled his Mufeovite
allies to retire mto Poland, without effecting
any material objeét in favour of the common
caufe.  If Laudohn had not parily fupplied
Daun’s inactivity, the campaign of 1761
wonld prefent a blank completely defiitute of
events @ but, neither Frederic’s aCuvity nor
his vigilence however unremitted; could pre-
vent that able General, the fcourge of Pruffia,
from at once forming and executing an enter-

prize, in which we are at a lofs whether te
admire
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admire moft his audacity, his rapidity, or his
fuccefs. Schweidnitz, the moft important
fortrefs in all Silefia, defended by a numerous
garrifon,and commanded by a general officer
of approved capacity, fell into the hands of
the Auftrians. Laudohnhavingunexpectedly
marched with the velocity of lightning to at-
tackitonthefirftof Oétober,inftantly planted
his laddersagainftthe walls; and defpifing the
ordinary forms of a fiege, carried it by ftorm,
at the point of the bayonet, in three hours.
So unexpected a difuftcr feemed to prefuge
the approaching fall of the King himfelf,
which every thing announced to be imminent
and almoft inevitable. Charles the Tweltth’s
fituation after his defeat at Pultowa, wus
hardly more defperate than that of Frederic,
towards the clofe of 1761. Another cam-
paign, according to all appearances, mufthave
laid him entirely at the mercy of the vaft
combination which had determined his
deftrution. Maria Therefa, miftrefs of
Schwejdnitz and of Glatz, already anticipat-
ed the reftoration of all Silefia; while the
various Princes and States of Germany, whom
Frederic
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Frederic had either injured or attacked, im-
patiently waited for the accomplithment of
thoir refpective expedtations, in the divifion
of his dominions. Such was-the critical and
almott hopelefs condition of his affairs, when
the death of Elizabeth, Emprefs of Rufiia,
ook place. .

That Princefs, Frederic’s implacable ene-
my, expired at Peterfburgh, of a diftemper
accelerated by her intemperance, on the fifth
of January, 1762. Her nephew and fuccef-
for, Peter the Third, who had fecretly labour-
#d during feveral years toimpede the progrefs
of the Ruffian armies, inftantly manifefted
without difguife, the yiolent predileétion that
he had long nourithed for his Prufiian Majef-
ty; a partiality which rofe toadoration. Not
content with feparating his forces from thofe
of Maria Therefa, he ated as her avowed
enemy, and as the auxiliary of Frederic.
His reign was indeed fhort, and its termi-
nation tragical: But, the great principle of
political conneCtion between Mufcovy and
Aufiria, which had f{ubfifted under Eliza-
beth, was not the lefs diffolved. Catherine
the Second, who fucceeded Peter, though

fhe
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fhe by no means adopted the intemperaté

zeal of her hulband in favour of Pruffia,
was too wife as well as too magnanimous,

to refume the perfonal animofities of Eliza-
beth. She withdrew Lier troops altogether
from the conteft, almoft as foon as fhe
afcended ihe throne. Sweden, wearied
with a war in which fhe had loft her mili
tary reputation, without reaping the finallef
augmentation of territory, had previoufly
eoncluded a feperate peace with the Court
of Berlin.

Thus liberated from iwo of his numerous
opponents, the King in 1762 became fuperior
to Daun in the field ; more howcever, as it
would feem, by the energy of his charaéter,
and the fyftematic caution of the Imperial
General, than from wsy other circumftance.
In face of the Auftrian army, Frederic even
ventured 1o lay regular ficge to Schweidnitz;
which, afier a long and gallant defence,
protracted 1o the laft extremity, furren=
dered, notwithftanding every effort made
for its relief. With the batile of Frey-
berg, terminated the Seventh and laft cam»
paign of this long and fanguinary wars;

an.
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an aflion in which neither the King, nor
Daun, nor Laudohn, had any fhare. The
honour of the day was exclufively referved
tor Prince Henry of Pruffia, to whom his
brother conftantly intrufied the arduous
tatk of repelling the enemy on the Saxon
frontier.. Having attacked the combined
forces of Auftria and the Espire, on the
agth of O¢tober, he obtained a brilliant
vittory. Frederic, who, juftly alarmed for
his fatety, was in {ull march to his affiftance
did not arrive till the day after the engage-
ment  Thofe perfons who fee his charatter
and ationsthrough an unfavorable medium,
affert that he hasenever forgiven Prince
Henry for having fo glorioufly clofed the
war, without waiting to admit a participatos
in his fuccefs.

The Pruffian troops, elevated by their
advantages, once more re-entered Bohemia,
from which they had been fo long expelled ;
while detached partics ravaged the eircle of
Franconia, ranfomed the city of Nurema
berg, and fpread confiernation over every
part of the German empire. In this fitua-
“ vor. I. P tion’
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tion, Maria Therefa, abandoned by Ruitia
and by Sweden, deriving little or no affift-
ance from France, and unable to extend pro-
te€tion to her own dominions, wasneceffitated
to have recourfe to negotiation. After feven
campaigns, and after fufiaining the rudefi
thocks of adverfe fortune, Frederic was full
not only capable of refiftance, but in a fate
to alt every where offenfively. Of all their
conquefls, Glatz alone, together with a por-
tion of the Dutchy of Cleves remained in
pofieflion of the Auftrians. It was requilite
to facrifice them, in order to induce the
enemy to evacuate Saxony, which unfor-
tunate country had feverely fuffered for the
political conneclions of its Sovereign, and
his fteady adherence to the Houfe of Aufiriy,
Thefe confiderations imperioufly dictated
the peace of Hubert(burgh, which reftored
tranquillity to the north of Europe in the
beginning of 1763. Silefia, the principa]
objeét of conteft, remaincd entire to the
Pruffian monarchy; and fcarcely a foot of
territory was loft or gained on either fide by
a war, which had not only caufed fo vaft an

effufiorr
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effufion of blood, but which threatened more
than once the fubverfion of the prefent poli-
tical fyftem of Europe.

When we confider the long refiftance
made by a Prince fo inferior in political
ftrength to his antagonifts; when we appre-
ciate his military efforts, and compare them
with his apparent refourccs, we cannot jufily
refufe to him our higheft admiration. He is
not merely great when crowned with fuccefs.
His reverfes and defeats, his errors and
misfortunes, contribute to elevate him in
our opinion. We follow him with eagernefs
as well as anxiety, through all the trunfitions
of war; and we f¢é him with exultation
emerge again into daylight from his compli-
cated diftrefs. His fortitude, under circum~
ftances of almoft unparalleled deprefiion,

-excites aftonifhment blended with refpeét.
Charles the Tweclfth was little more than a
fuccefsful madman, defiitute of fyftem, im-
pelled by blind animofity, and incapable of
repairing his faults.  After elevating his
country to a tranfitory point of political
greatnefs in the fcale of Europe, he pre-

e P2 cipitated
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cipitated the Swedes into lafting poverty and
oblivion. But Frederic knows how to pre-
ferve, as well as how to conquer. During
a war of fuch duration, marked in many of
its ftages by unprecedented calamities, he
neither impoverifhed, nor even greatly de-
populated his dominions. They are now
admitted to be more flourithing and better
cultivated, than at any period fince his
acceffion. It is true that his policy is not
always the moft upright, beneficent, or
confonant to the diftates of humanity.
And however necefiity, which has been
Juftly termed the plea of tyrants, may
fometimes feem to aequit him; it is an
acquittal with which Priuces fuch as Trajan
would not bhe fatisfied.

__ His treatment of the Saxons during the
late war, fearcely admits of any juftification,
and will, I truft, have no imtators. I do not
merely allude to the fuét of his immuring the
principal inhabitants of Drefden in a public
building, where they were detained till they
had raifed a heavy contribution, and had

afterwards drawn bills on their correfpond-
e
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ents in various parts of Europe. Nor do
1 confider his crufing the fuburbs of that
beautiful city to be deilroyed, in order to
fecure il againfl the approach of the Auf-
trians ; as meriting any fevere cendemnation-
Thefe acts, however harth, may be in a
great meafure juftified by military neceflity.
But, there are others imputable to Frederic,
over which no cafuiftry can throw a glofs.
Whatever might lanve been done by Attila
or by Genferic. Netther the laws of nations,
nor thofe of modern war, allow of tranipor-
ting the male and female manufaéacrs of a
conquered ftate, 1wto the dominions of the
invader. This miradtion of nutural juftice
was neverthelefs committed ar Meitfen in
Saxony; a place famous for the fubric of
porcelain, fo generally admired under the
name of Drefden China. All the befl artifts
forcibly fent to Berlin, were there compelled,
during lite, to continue their labours, and
to exert therr talents, for the profit of a
Sovercign, the inveterate enemy of their
country. They, and their defcendants, or
dheir fcholars, who are fiill here, have be-

T3 come



214 MEMOIRS OF THE
come the involuntary denizens of another
foil, the fubjeéts of Frederic the Second.
Hundreds of Saxon young women, car-
ried off by violence from their paternal cot-
tages, were fent into the remoteft provinces
of the Pruflian Monarchy, and therrmatched
with hufbands provided for them by the
State. The rape of the Sabines in anti-
quity, feems to be the befi precedent for
fuch treatment. In compliance with the
fame fyftem of policy, numbers of the
Saxon youth, cither taken in arms, or
dragged from the domeflic occupations of
hufbandry, were obliged to enter into the
Pruffian fervice, and {o carry deftruétion
into the bofom of their native country.
The Romans, i1t 1s true, i the decline of
the empire, incorporated into their legions
the Barbarian youth of the Rhine and the
Danube.  But, they never forced the Par-
thians, or the Huns taken in battle, to bear
arms againft their own Sovereign, inftead of
fighting for his caufe. Such an experi-
ment might even be accounted dangerous
under a variety of afpeéts; but, Frederie pof-
fe
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feffes the fecret of direting and regulating
a machine, which in common hands would
probably be fatal to its inventor. His army
unlike the military force of other Princes,
is compofed in peace as well as in war, of
many difcordant and heterogencous mate-
rials.  Every European Stale, from Spain to
Ruflia inclufive, may be faid to contribute
towards its formation.  Poland, Germany,
Holland, Denmark, buat ahove all, France
furnith him with recrunts. The French alone
m his fervice may be always eftimated at

five-and-twenty thoufand men.
Neither that patriotic ferntiment whieh we
denominate the loye of our country, nor
even the principle of Jovalty 1o the Sove-
reign, conftitute indeed, here the genersl
bafis of military difapline and adherence.
Frederic contents himfelf with fubftituting
m their place other motives of aétion, lefs
voluntary and lels honourable, but equally
ethicacions. How, in faél, can the native of
Galcony, of Podolia, or of Suabia, entrap-
ped or feduced into a foreign fervice, and
Jdetained in it by force, be animated with
r4 patriotifm,
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patriotifim, affeClion, or even a fenfe of allc-
giance ? Itis enough “if he does not deteft
the Prince and the State for whom he draws
the trigger, or pufhes the bayonet. Aware
of this eriginal defeét in the conftitution of
his military force, the King has recourfe to
other modes of maintaining and recruiting
his army. Never, perhaps, did human
ability, invefted with unlimited power, exert
fo much ingenuity indelaining its captives ;
for, in that light, the far greater part of the
foreign troops muft be conlidered.  This
city, as weli as Potzdam, 1s defiitute of for-
tifications ; but, both are furrounded with
a firong wall, or ftoccage, one of the prin-
cipal objets of which is to prevent defertion.
With a view to increafe the difficulties at-
tending it, all the fentinels on guard arc
commonly placed cither two together, or at
fo fmall a diftance from cach other, as to
render it impraciicable to defert without
being perccived. The line of fentinels being
double, one without the other; and the fol-
diers being called over every two hours ; it
feems nearly impofiible to get, undifcovered,

1 to!
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to any confiderable diftance. If, however,
by good fortune or by fpeed, they fhould
effeCt it, guns are inftantly fired, to {pread
the alarm throughout the country. The
peafants, on hearing the fignal, are obliged
to rife, In order to fecure the unfortunate fu-
gitive; and they arc even perfonally in-
terefied in his recapture, as they muft fur-
nith a fubftitute m the place of any foldier
who efcapes. Yet, in detiance of thefe, and
fimilar precautions, fuch arc the attraétions
of freedom, and the impatience of bondage,
that every night attempts are made to defert.
The frontiers of Saxony are fo near, that
they may be reached from Potzdam in the
ipace of three or four hours.

The prodigious proportion of foreigners.
in the ferviée of Frederic, renders it matter
of calculation at the commencement of a
war, whether one or two campaigns may
not be principally fupported at their ex-
pence, with a comparatively flender facri-
fice of nalive Pruflians. By thus fparing
the blood of lis own fubjeéts, and referving
them for fubfequent emergencies, the King

: 1$
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18 enabled to fitftain the firft fhock of lLiofii-
lities, without materially afteé¢ting the in-
ternal indufiry, cultivation, or population of
his dominions. This is neverthelefs a dan-
gerous inftrument, which may recoil upon its
Inventor, unlefs fuperintended with equal
vigilance and dexterity. The bayonct is
generally admitted to be a weapon more
formidable than the mufket : but, if'it s to
be feared that the foldier wants adherence
to the Prince for whom he fights, its very
advantages become matter of apprehenfion.
Whole platoons, when once mingled pellamiell
with the enemy, may throw down their
arms, or defert 1o the oppofite fide : a cn-
cumfiance wholly impofiible 1o take place,
while the fire is kept up at a dm(nwo be-
tween two adverfe bodics of tmops. This
is a delicate point on which to expluin my-
felf too clearly ; but it is thoroughly under-
ftood here, by every man acquainted with
the formation of the Pruffian army.

The Jews, who ever fince the time of
Adnan, have always manifefted the moft de-
cided inaptitude and antipathy to war, have

neverthelefs¥
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neverthelefs attratted the attention of Fre-~
derie, as capable of being made fubfervient
to the general protetion or defence. After
the partition of Poland, five years ago, find-
ing that there was a very confiderable pro-
portion of them refident in the traf of terri-
tory which fell to his fhare, he determined
to embody them, and to inftruét them in the
fcience of arms.  They vainly remonfirated
to His Majefty, that war was neither analo-
gous to their national genius, nor agreeable
to their private feelings. A corps of fe-
veral thoufund was formed, compelled to
larn the manual exercife, and pafled in re-
view. But, fuch was found to be on trial,
their infurmountable difinclination to bear
arms, that after many vain endeavours, they
were finally broken and difbanded. The
abhorrence of the peafants towards them
being fo violent, that it was apprehended the
Jews might be maffacred or pillaged, in paf-
fing through the villages, to regain . their
refpeflive homes; an efcort of Cavalry was
therefore ordered to condu@ them in fafety
back to their abodes. I believe it is the

only
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only attempt of the kind, which has been
yet made in our times, to bring Jews into
the field ; and having wholly failed in fuch
able hands, we may conjefiure that it will
not be fpeedily repeated by other Princes
or States.

No Sovereign, ancient or modern, has
ever better known how to awaken, and to
animate in his caufe, the vanity as well as
the pride of the foldier. Inall his writings,
in all his addrefies to them, he calls themn by
the endearing epithetsof “ Mescavaliers, mes
enfans, mes camarades.” Thefe appellations,
though they mean nothing in eftet, yet pro-
duce a powerful fenfation on the human
mind, and tend to make fome amends for
the want of more folid bencfits or remunc-
rations. Therc i1s, in taél, 1 believe, no
eftablifhment in the Pruffian dominions,
precifely refembling thofe of Chelfea, or of
Greenwich among us, to which the inva-
lided or the wounded foldier may retire, after
having pafied his life in the aétive fervice of
the State. The veteran muft depend, in a
great meafure, on the King’s ability, incli-

nation,
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nation, and opportunity of providing for
him, when he can no longer carry arms.
His Majefly’s revenues, perhaps, are not
[ufficiently ample to enable him hewever ar-
dently he may with it, to furnifh adequate
fundsfor age and infirmity, in cvery inftance.
Detraction has indeed accufed him of not
defiring to maintain any troops, except fuch
as are capable of appearing in the field : bui,
I believe the infimuation to be no lefs malig-
nant, than it 1s void of foundation. Fre-
derie underftands too well his real intercft,
ever to treat with cruclty or mfenfibility
the fupporters of his owr. greatnefs, the in-

ftruments and companions of his viftories.
Fifteen years have now nearly clapfed
fince the conclation of the peace of Hu-
bertiburg : and 1t is matter of curious {pe-
culation, whether 1n cafe of 4 new rupture,
the Prutiian troops will maintain the afecend-
ancy over thofe of Auftria, which, ull cir-
camftances confidered, they had inconteft-
ably acquired during the courfe of the laft
war. Tlus is however, a queition not likely
to be fpecdily refolved, as appearances feem
to
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to indicate a long continuance of the calm
enjoyed by Germany. Silefia, to the re-
fumption of which the Court of Vienna for-
merly looked with ceafelefs anxiety, is now
confirmed to Pruffia by time and long pre-
feription: The King, who begins to feel
the preffure of age, muft neceffarily wifh ra-
ther to fecure, than to augment, the grandeur
of his houfe. Content with having ereéted
fo vaft a fabrick, his ambition will probably
be fatisfied with devolving it entire to his
fuccefior.



COURT OF BERLIN, ETC. 229

LETTER 1V.

Revicw of the Pruffian Hiflory, previous to the
Acceffion of Frederic the Second—Marriage
¢/ that Prince—2ueen of Pruffia—Charader
and Death of Willium Augufius, the lale
Prince Royal.—His Difpofition and Qualities.

" —Severity exercifed towards him by the King.
—Princefs Royal.—Cheradler, and Expec-
tations formed of Frederic William.—Prince
Henry of Prafia—His Talents and Services.
—Princefs Amclia. —Prince Ferdinand of
Prufia.

Bexrvi, November 2d, 1757,

_lﬂl Gury years havg not yet elapfed fince.
the period when this powerful Mo-
narchy, which now occupies fo difim-
guithed a rank among the States of Europe,
was only a German Eletiorate, whofe
Sovereign was Duke of Pruffia. It would
however be unjuft to attribute to the
talents, or even to the vittories of the pre-
dent King exclufively, fo extraordinary
affd rapid an aggrandizement. The Pruf-

fian greatnefs is the work of four fucceflive
Princes,
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Princes, who, in the fpace of near a hundred
and forty years, availing themfelves of a
variety of circumftances, have clevated their
houfe to its aCtual ftate. Frederic William,
commonly denominated in hiftory, “ the
Great EleClor,” laid the foundations by his
wifdom, valor, and policy. In the courfe
of near half a century, his able adminifiration
repa.red the calamities of the preceding
reign ; emancipated the Dukedom of Pruffia
from its feudal homage to the Crown and
Republic of Poland ; introduced arts, manu-
factures, and civilization among his fubje@s ;
and rendered‘the Ele¢tors of Brandenburgh
the moft powerful Printes of the North, un-
der the rank of crowned heads. When
thefe fatts are confidered, one cannot be
furprifed at the eulogiums conferred on
him by his prefent Majefty, in his writings ;
nor at the popular veneration with which
his name and allions are always mentioned
in this country.

. The vanity of the fon continued and
embellifhed the fabrick, raifed by the ta-
lents of the father. Oftentation, rather
' than
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than'd wife and enlarged ambition, probably
{timulated Frederic the Firft to procure the
exchange of his ele€toral bonnet for a royal
crown: but,itmay be juftly doubted, whether
the deepeft and mofi fuceefsful policy could
have eventually contributed fo much to the
elevation of his family. Whatever degree of
contempt has been thrown on his charaéter
by the prefent King his grandfon, he has
always appeared to me to have juftly chal-
lenged the gratitude of his pofterity. His
perfonal deformity, his love of expenfive
thew, and his puerile attachment to fuvour-
ites, are all expofed with feverity, in the
“ Memoirs of the Houfe of Brandenburgh.”
If, however, we confult other fources of in-
fermation, we f{hall fec him depi@ured as
magnificent, liberal, and humane. It is thus
that Pollnitz has defcribed him; and it is in
thefe colors that I have heard him mention=.
ed by perfons here, whofe fathers occupied
diftinguifhed places in his Court. :
To Frederic the Firft fucceeded his fon,
Frederic William, the moft harfh and une
voL. I. Q amiable
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amiable of Princes, whofe principal felicity
feemed to confift in forming and difciplin-
ing a giant regiment of guards, the wonder
of his own people, and the ridicule of foreign
nations. Parfimonious in every other arti-
ticle of pleafure,and an enemy to all expence,
he retained about him no trace of his father’s
fplendor. Terrible in his anger, inflexible in
his prejudices, and inexorable in his refent-
ment, he punithed the tranfgrefiions of his
fubjeéts, and even of his children, with un-
exampled feverity. His fucceflor, the prefent
King, narrowly efcaped the fate of Don Carlos
inSpain,and of the Czarowitz Alexis in Ruffia,
for a fault which merited only paternal re-
prehenfion.  To the interpofition of the late
Emperor Charles the Sixth, whofe daughtep
_he fince defpoiled of Silefia, Frederic wag : |
nently indebted for his pardon and his life.
R muft be confeffed that over this tranfattion,
as well as over many other cen u?ble parts
of Frederic William’s conduét, HKis fon has
thrown the veil of filial piety and decorum,
in all his wrmngs, while he avows the
: ; indelible
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indelible obligations due to his father’s
economy, his policy, and his attention to
promote the profperity of his fubjeis.

The private felicity of his fon did not form
equally an object of his endeavours ; for no
fooner had he releafed the Prince Royal from
a long and rigorous confinement-to which he
wasfentenced in the Citadel of Cuftrin, thanhe
was compelled by hisfatherto contraét a mar-
riage altogether contrary to his inclinations.
Frederic William’s choice having fallen on
the Princefs Elizabeth Chriftina of Brunfwic
Wolfenbuttle, the nuptials were folemnized in
June 1733; but his parental authority, how-
ever rigorous or defpdtic, never could enforce
the confummation of the marriage. She re-
mains, it is fuppofed, a maiden Queen. At
the time of her unmon withhisprefent Majefty,
fhe neverthelefs pofleflfed perfonal charms of
the moft captivating kind, which might well -
have awakened defire, if not excited attach-

‘ment. She had not completed her eight- -
eenth year, and to a very fine complexion
the added a graceful and clegant figure.
But, thefe attrattions had no influence over

: Q8 her
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her hufband, who manifefted for her an in-
furmountable indifference, which he was at.
little pains to conceal. His difinclination to-
wards the Princefs, was augmented -by his
conterpptof herunderftanding. Asthematch
had been on his part from the beginning, al-
together involuntary, doubts of its legal vali-
dity might have been fiarted not without
fome reafon. It was even commonly fuppof-
ed throughout Germany, that on Frederic
William’s death, and his own acceffion to the
throne, he would avail himfelf of the pretext-
of compulfion; either by immediately difown-
ing her as his wife, or by procuring a divorce.
Frederic has npt however, manifefted the
flighteft difpofition to break the matrimonial
fetters impofed on him by the late King, nor
has he difcovered any anxiety to tranfmit
the ‘Crown to a lineal fucceffor. Whether
a fenfe of honor, refpett to the memory of
his predecefior, or other motives of a per-
fonal nature, difficult and delicate to ex-
plain, may have contributed moft te pro-.
duce his acquiefcence, it is not eafy Yo fay

wzth certainty. One. of his firft als,
Y »



COURT OF BERLIN, ETC. 229

to acknowledge her publicly as Qfieen of
Pruffia; but, fatisfied with that recogni-
tion, he went no further. During four-
and-forty ycars which have fince elapfed,
he has uniformly treated her with externsl
refpeét, civility, and coldnefs. In the
beginning of his reign, when they frequent-
ly appeared togcther on public occafions,
the Queen, naturally timid, felt herfelf
fo much overawed by the confcioufnefs
of her own inferiority of underftanding,
added to her hufband’s negle€t; that if by
accident he addreffed his difcourfe to
her at table, fhe burft into tears, and
was incapable of, reply. This condudt,
far from exciting any emotion of concérn
or compaffion in his bofom, otily aug-
mented his diflike: a fentimient which de-
rived ftrength from the comparifon between
her and the two Queens of Pruffin, het
immediate predeceffors, who were both
very fuperior women. Sophia Charlotte,
wife of Frederic the Firft, the friend and
correfpondent of Leibnitz, cultivated letters
_andgphilofophy as the beft companions of

Q3 the
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the throne, and the greateft confolations
- of human life. . The late Queen enjoyed to
the time of her death, when fhe was more
than feventy, the affeftionate attachment
of her family and her fubjets. Both were
Princeflfes of Hanover; one the fifter, and
the otheér the daughter of George the Firft,
‘King of- Englaud Frederic has immor-
talized the memory of the firft Queen of
'Pruﬂia, in his writings; and he found
leifure even in the midft of his greateft
public difficulties, to pay the tribute of
filial affettion to the virtues of the fecond.
She‘died only ten days after the memorable
defeat at Colin, in June 1757, leaving her
fon and the Pruffian Monarchy itfelf in the
moft perilous crifis.

. The prefent Queen is httle known be-
yond the limits of Berlin, or the palace of
“Charlottenburg, to which fhe commonly
‘repairs in fummer. She enjoys indeed the
_mame and honors of royalty ; but, her life
“ls melancholy, uniform, and infipid. Nor
‘are her appointments adequate ta fuftain-
‘mg the reprefentatmn of a Soverexgn,gq
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manner becoming her dignity. -However
limited may be her talents, fhe merits from
her amiable qualities and virtues, the attach-
ment which is univerfally paid to her. Age-
and knowledge of the world have infenfibly
corrected her natural timidity ; but, with her
hufband fhe has fcarcely any excepta nomi~"
nal conneftion. Equally a ftranger to his
pains and to his pleafures, altogether exclud-
ed from his confidence or fociety, the fees
him only in his occafional vifits te.the capi-
tal, in common with every other perfon-
about the Court. ' ‘

It is no lefs true than incredible, that
in the courfe of near half a century, which
has eclapfed fince her arrival here, fhe
never has been either at Potzdam, or at
¢ Sans Souci.” The mortification of fuch
an exclufion is augmented by the prefe.:
rence fhewn to all the other Princefies of.
the Royal Family, who have been repeat-
edly there, at the King’s invitation, It is
true that fome years ago, Prince Ferdi.
.nand of Brunfwic her brother being arrived-
Q4 K
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at Berlin, his Majefty acquainted him
by letter, that if he had a with to wvifit
Potzdam_ and * Sans Souci,” orders were
given to.fhew him every thing deferving
his. attention. Frederic, who was juft
fetting out for Silefia, added, that “the
“ Queen, if fhe pleafed, might accompany
“ him.”- But, warmly. as the defired to
gratify her curiofity, by the fight of a place
fo interefting, fhe difdained to accept the
permiffion. - “If,” faid fhe, *his Majefly
% does not deign toinvite me to his palace,
“ when he is there in perfon, I will not
¢. profit of his abfence to vifitit.” In con-
fequence of her adherence to this deter-
mination, her brother went there alone.
The late King Frederic William was
. curried off by a dropfy, while flill.in the
vigor of his age, leaving behind him a
" numerous family. His fecond fon, Wil-
liam Awuguftus- is no more; but, it is in
his line. that the crown will probably be
perpetuated. He was the handfomeft
Prince of the Royal Houfe, of agreeable
mannej
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manners, and of an amiable charaller;
though in talents civil as well as military,
and in firength of mind, he could ngither
he compared with the King, nor with his
younger brother Henry. His father felected
for him another Princefs of the family of
Brunfwic, Louifa Amelia, fifter to the prefent
Queen of Pruffia; but William Auguftus was
not diftinguifhed either by his continence
before marriage, or by his fidelity to the
nuptial bed. Unlike Frederic in that parti~’
cular he manifefted a decided pafiion for the
pleafures of love; and his gallantries with
women of diftinétion, were no lefs public than
they were numerous.» Carried off by a pre-
mature death, in the midft of the great war
that feemed to menace the deftruhon:of the:
Pruffian Monarchy, the event of which he 1.
faid to have deprecated ; he had not the fatis-
fachion to witnefs the triumphant mamer in:
which it was tecrminated. He expired indif~.
grace, at the age of thirty-fix, fcarcely more.
than nineteen years ago; and hisend:is jufthy:
fuppofed to have been accelerated, if not
occationed
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‘occafioned by the poignancy of his own
feelings, to which he fell u facrifice.

After the memorable defeat which his
Pruffian Majefty fuftained at Colin, in June
1757, he was obliged, as we have feen, to
retire with precipitation towards the confines
of Saxony. In this critical fituation, hav-
g haftily raifed the fiege of Prague, he
thought proper to divide his forces; en-
trufting to his brother William Auguftus
a confiderable corps, which was pofted in
one of the northern circles of Bohemia.
Frederic, whofe maxim has always been,
that an army afling on the defenfive in
an enemy’s country, melts away by de-
fertion and by ficknefs, more rapidly than by
by the fword ; enjoined his brother to fpare
no efforts, in order to impede the progrefs
of the Aufirians, who were advaneing
rapidly into Lufatia. In his inftruCtions
he added, that it would be better at all
events to lofe his foldiers in attacking and
heraffing Daun, than to fuffer them to
moulder away in retreating béfore a vic-.

B torious
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torious General. Whether from want of
military fkill, or as other perfons here
affert, from inferiority in numbers, and in
‘the quality of the troops under his com-:
mand ; it is certain that the Prince did not
execute the commiffion given him, in a fatis«.
faGtory manner. Daun having paffed him
and got into his rear, entered Lufatia, where
he bombarded the town of Zittau. The
King inftantly difmiffed William Auguftus
from his fervice ; would liften to no juflifis
cation or explanations; and when they met,.
he contemptuoufly turned away his horfe’s
head from the unfortunate objeét of his re
fentment. On the Brince’s attempting to .
excufe and to juftify his conduét, “Si je vous
“ traitoils comme vous mentez,” anfwered.
Frederic with indignation, “ je vous ferois
“ decapiter ; et j'enverrois votre téte 3 tous .
“ les Généraux de mon armée.” . He was .
immediately ordered to retire; and he died in..
June 1758, about a year afterwards, of the
moft incurable of all maladies, a broken heart, .
in the prime of life. The King, engaged at
tha
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that time in the ardnousenterprize of Olmutz,
which demanded all-his attention, had fcarce-
3y leifure, or perhaps difpofition, to regret
him. He left one fon, wamed Frederic
William, who is heir to the Pruffian Moa-
marchy ; befdes a daughter, ihe prefent
Princefs of Crange. His widow full fur-
vives, and refides at Perlin; but, the is ax
Jitle diftinguithed by Fredone’s notice, as
her fifter the Queer. They both pafs their
Jives.:m obfcurity, and + <> her the one nor the.
other will ever occupy a confpicuous place
in the annals of the houfe of Crandenburgh.
Thofe who, from whatever motive, de-
firous of change, eagerly anticipate a new
reign; and many of La dcfuripticn ar 1o
be found here ; contemplate witix pleature
the charatter as well as cuzlitics of +he
Prince Royal of Pruffia. He is jult thirty-
three years of age, full fix feet in height,
and of a vigerous frame of body: in his early
.youth he was of a-thin habit, but he now in-
.glines to corpulency. His countenance,open,
. grdcious, -and engaging, indicates more
Twes bene-
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beneficence of heart, than it exprefles fupe-
riority of mind. His figure, far exceeding
the pr portions of ordinary men, may be
termed athl.tic, 1nd aln.oft Herculean. If
Lie were habiied in the fkin of the Nemezan
Lion "e would convey no inadequate idea
of the fon of Jupiter anu Alemena. Forned
fc a camp, more than for a drawing-room,
hie has the frank aud martiu: air of a foldier,
rather than the polithcd manners of a
Prince. Of a robuit confticution, and inured
to haerdfhips, he has been, from his child-
hood, little accuftomed to the luxury,
which frequently m other countries fur-
rowais verfons of royal birth.  Bred in the
ihoe! « " Polulam, ander the fevere and®
centinwa! wineétion of the King his uncle,
fiz Las practdi-d the moft implicit obedience. -
Early taughi to defend the Crown, which
is one day to defcend to him, he has’
pafied through all the fubordinate military -
ranks, up to that of Major-General in the
Pruffian fervice, which he now - holils:
The difcipline to which every other officer

9
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is fubjefted, fuffers no relaxation for the
Heir Apparent. He dares not abfent him-
felf from his duty, or be remifs in its
difcharge, without incurring the higheft
refentment of his Sovereign, difplayed in
the moft public manner. Every morning,
i winter, no lefs than in fummer, he is
to be found on the parade, before the
palace of Potzdam; nor can he even leave
that place, except by ficalth, to vifit Ber-
Iin, unlefs by exprefs permiffion from the
King. Few Princes, who are probably
deftined to reign, have been treated in their
youth with fo much rigour.

If the heir to the Crown is by no means
endowed with the abilitics of Frederic, or
of Prince Henry, his two uncles; he is,
on the other hand, admitted to pofiefs a
folid and enlarged underftanding. His
mental qualities are certainly neither bril-
Bant nor impofing; but, they are far from
being inadequate to the arduous fituation
whith he is by and by to occupy. In
"the King he has had conftantly before his

eyes
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eyes the greateft model of fuccefsful am-
bition and of fuperior capacity, which.any.
age can produce. His mind has been im-
proved, if not by the ftudy of polite letters,
at leaft by an acquaintance with ta&ics and
the fcience of war; nor is he deficient in
more liberal branches of khowledge and in-
formation. He pofiefiestheineftimableadvan-
tage of having been initiated from his cradle,
into the fyftem of the Pruffian adminiftration,
finances, und policy. Having already at-
tained to a ripe age, it is lefs probable that he
will be led into excefles of pleafure or pro-
fufion, whenever he fhall afcend the throne.
The fubrick of the Pruflian greatnefs has been
conftruéted by a mafter-hand, which has
long preferved it; nor are the fame talents
requifite for maintaining, as for erefling the
edifice. Only fuch a King as the prefent,
perhaps, could have conquered and retained
Silefia, or could have acquired Polifh Pruffia:.
but, a much inferior Prince in energy or
vigilence, may be able to keep pofleffion*of

them,



240 . MEMOIRS OF THE

them, when tranfmitted to him in peaceful
fucceffion. .

Unfortunately the Heir Apparenthas never
been perfonally acceptable to, nor beloved
by the King his uncle, who has always con™
ceived and expreffed a mean opinion of his
nephew’s abilities. Though he refides con-
ftantly at Potzdam, he is fcarcely ever at
¢ Sans Souci;” and 1s rarely admitted to
the royal table, unlefs when he accompanies
his Majefty to Breflaw, or into other parts
of his dominions. He has never been
diftinguithed by that preference, efteem,
and partfality, which Frederic manifefts for
his nephews of the family of Brunfwic ; in
particular for the Hereditary Prince, and
his brother Prince Frederic, who have each
apartments affigned them in “ Sans Souci.”
It is impoffible not to difapprove a condu&,
which is at onee impolitic, unjuft, and fevere:
The coldnefs and negle® with which the
Prince Royal is treated, muft naturally tend
sather to deprefs and to irritate, than to
. exalt
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exalt or ennoble his mind. It may even
have injurious public effeéts at fome future
period, and may lay the foundation of great
national misfortunes. We muft, on the
other hand, admit that hiftory furniflies no
models of Princes fo tmlg' great, as thofe
who have been educated “in’ conftraint, or
in adverfity. It was the {chool of Eliza-
beth, of Henry the Fourih, and of Frederic
himfelf. .
In one inftance, notwithftanding, the pre-
fent King has manifefted far more liberality
of mind and indulgence towards his nephew,
than he experienced himfeif from his own
father. The Prince of Pruffia has been twice
married ; but, neither in his firft nor fecond
choice, does his uncle appear to have ex-
erted any undue or tyrannical influence.
Perhaps the feverity with which he was
treated . in that important tranfattion of his
own life, may have induced him to lcave his
nephew more at liberty. He was married
in July 1765, to Elizabeth, Princefs of
Brunfwic Wolfenbuttle, from whom he
Vor. I R was
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was divorced about three years afterwards.
Motives of ftate rendering it neceflary for
him to contratanother matrimonial alliance,
as he had no male iffue by his firft wife, he
remained for fome time undecided in his
preference. © The German Empire with its
numerous Princefles offered a variety of
candidates, who were fucceflively named as
" likely to fill the vacant place in the Royal
Family. Iam affured that he manifefted
an inclination for the prefent Landgravine
of Hefle Cafiel, daughter of the Margrave of
Brandenburgh Schwedt, one of the moft
beautiful women in Germany. Sheis faid,
however, to have refufed or declined the
honour intended her. It is certain that he
might have received the hand of his coufin
Sophia Albertina, fifter of the prefent King
of Sweden; but from motives which I do
not pretend to guefs, he was averfe to the
match. At length the Princefs Frederica
Louifa of Heffe Darmftadt was feleted,
and the nuptials were celebrated in July
1769 She is an amiable, virtuous, and

pleafing
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pleafing woman, pofiefling indeéd neither
the perfonal attrattions, nor the graces of
her predeceffor, Elizabeth of Brunfwic;
but exempt from her errors and defeéis.
She is of a middle fize, her countenance
agreeable though not handfome, her man-
ners eafy and engagingi her charatter
eftimable, and formed to excite univerfal
refpett. :
Notwithftanding thefe claims to atten-
tion, the does not enjoy the good fortune
of being acceptable to the King, who has
more than once mortified her in a public
manner ; and who fhews her none of the
flattering marksof preference and diftinétion,
with which he was accuftomed to honour the
firft Princefs of Pruffia. She refidesconfiant~
ly at Potzdam, rarely permitted to vifit Ber-
lin, and paffes her lifein a fort of melan-
choly retirement. Her attendants are few,
her eftablifhment fcanty, and altogether
deftitute of fplendor. Thofe who have con-
ftant accefs to her, affure me, that though
not diltinguithed by extraordinary endow-
R 2 ments
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ments of mind, . her underftanding is folid,
and her converfation highly pleafing. She
has already fulfilled the great object of lLier
marriage, by giving two heirs to the monar-
chy; her eldeft fon Frederic William, having
been born in Auguft 1770. If fhe has not
been able to eaptivate the affettions, or to
fecure the conftancy of her hufband, the pof=
feflfes at leaft his efteem, and receives from
him ‘every proof of external refpeét.

Like his father William Auguflus, he does
not pique himfelf on obferving his nuptial-
fidelity, or even on concealing his irregula~
rities. Frederic, fevere on the parade, but,
extremely relaxed on every point of moral
or conjugal duty, is fuppofed to fee with
indifference the Prince’s infidelity to the
marriage’ bed. His prefent favourite is
Mademoifelle Enkel, whom he acknow-
ledges as his miftrefs, and by whom he
has feveral children. I have feen her fre-
qiiently, as {he has her box at the French
Comedy. Like Madame de Pompadour
arid " Madame du.Barré, who fucceffively’

governed

4
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~governed France, her origin is not illuftrious;
.but Nature in recompenfe has been lavith
.to her in charms, . They are, however, by
.no means fufficiently powerful to retain the
.exclufive poffeffion of her lover. - The
-Prince frequently comes to Berlin to vifit
‘her incognito, without tif® King his-uncle’s
"knowledge ; as fhe dares not, on any con-
fideration, be feen at Potzdam. When on
thefe fecret expeditions, he always returns
either during the night, or carly on the en-

fuing morning.

The real character of the Prince of Pruffia
1s probably. as yet much concealed, and
time alone can unfold it to the world. The
fuperior genius of the King, the éftrange-
ment which fubfifts bet ween them; and the
degree of feverity, orrather tyranny, which is
exercifed by Frederic over his nephew, com-
pel him to remain in the fhade. Whenever
he afcends the throne, Europe, as well as his.
fubjetts, will perhaps be aftonithed at the dif=!
play of talents and qualities, which at prefent

R 3 " he
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he is not fufpeéted to poffefs. Many leading
points of his difpofition and temper are,
however, already perfettly afcertained. In
his manners, he is affable, communicative,
and pleafant: in fociety, convivial, cheerful,
and agreeable, without unbecoming fami-
Larity. He is liberal to the greateft de-
gree; and he has manifefted a warmth of
adherence or attachment towards all who
have fuffered for his fake, which does
honour to the goodnefs of his heart. Va-
rious perfons, whom he has been fuppofed
to diftinguifh by his notice or friendfhip,
have on that account incurred the royal dif~
pleafure, and have even been fent into dif-
tant parts of the Pruffian dominions. The
Prince, from his narrow appointments, ex-
tends to them pecuniary relief. Nothing 1s
more unqueftionable than his perfonal cou~
rage, and he is neither deficient in ambation,
nor in love of glory. Thofe who know him
beft, have affured me that he will tread in
the fleps of his predeceflor ; and will have

23 na
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no obje& nearer his heart, than.to maintain
and to augment the fplendor of the Pruffian
Monarchy. They aflert, that he will re-
nounce plcafure and diffipation, for the cares
of ftate, and the duties of a fovereign ;
but, futurity alone can prove the I.mth or the
fallacy of thefe prematurefpredittions.

It 1s certain, that notwithftanding the
luftre of the prefent Monarch, and the na-
tural effcet of fo diftinguithed and brilliant a
charafter, m exciting the national vanity of
his fubjeéts ; yet, no inconfiderable part of
them look forward, with anxiety and impa-
t ence, to the final period of his life. Indc-
pendently of the love, of novelty and change
inherent in the nature of man, the Pruffians
have rcafons peculiar to themfelves for de-
firing a new mafter. Frederic, declining in
years and in health, fevere, economical; vigi-
lant, and difficult to deccive, may excite re~
fpect, but awakens no fentiment of affeClion.
Averfe to pleafure, gallantry, or expence, he
1s neither furrounded by courtiers, nor ac-
ceffible to flattery. ~ The Prince, on the con-

R4 - trary,
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trary, from natural difpofition, is fufceptible,
amorous, liberal, and fond of fociety. Inhim
~his fubjeéts anticipate a more indulgent maf-
ter; lefs elevated and impofing, but, onc
whom they may love as well as admire.
The Court, if that appellation can with pro-
priety be given ta the folitary retirement of
Potzdamand “Sans Souci,” will probably be
transferred after the deceafe of Frederic, ina
greater or leffer degree, to Berlin ; and the
metropolis, now deferted by the Sovereign,
will thenrefume its gaiety. Such are the ex-
pe&tations formed of the Heir Apparent,
and fuch the pleafing anticipations of future
felicity under his reign !
1t isnatural that I fhould fay a few words
relative to Prince Henry of Prufiia ; a perfon
fcarcely lefs diftinguifhed by his great endow-
ments, than his clder brother the King. He
is at this time near fifty~two years of age,
homely in his perfon, and defiitute of any
external graces of figure, ar deportment,
Naturally filent, cold, and diftant in his
manners, he can neverthelefs, when oceas
fion
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fion demands, fhake off his habitual referve,
and become affable, communicative, and in- .
gratiating. To fuperior natural abilities, he
Jjoins uncommon cultivation of mind; and-
like Frederic, he is no lefs gifted with the
talents of a general, thun with thofe of a
ftatefman. During theivhole courfe of the
late war, the King always committed to his
charge thc moft arduous undertakings, in
which confummate prudence or military fkill
were required. With inferior and ill-difci-
plined troops, he notonly fuftained, but re-
pelled more than once, the Aufirian and
Saxon attacks. At the battle of Prague, he
difplayed the greateft intrepidity. At that
of Freyberg, he manifefied talents for war,
which rank him among the firt com-
manders of the age. To the fuperiority of
his views and difpofitions, was principally
duc the victory which he there obtained, and
of which I have already fpoken elfewhere.
His military talents are faid to be the reverfe
of the King’s. Frederic, enterprizing in his
temper, {fecms formed for bold and offenfive
meafurcs.
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meafures. Prince Henry, more cold and
cautious, is calculated for defenfive war.

It is not only in the field that hisabilities
bave been actively and beneficially employ-
ed, for the fupport of the Pruffian Crown and
Monarchy: he has encountered and fur-
mounted obftacles in the cabinet equally dif-
ficult. To him the King committed the two
delicate-negociations opened with Catharine
the Second, which changed the face of Eu-
rope, eventually produced -the partition of
Poland,and cemented, onlufting grounds, the
friend{hip between the Courts of Peterfburgh
and Berlin. 1In the two vifits which he made
to the Emprefs for that purpofe, when he
aCted at once us a minifier of flate and as an
ambaflador, he more than anfwercd every
expetation entertained of him, and effeCled
ail the leading points intrufted to lus care.
Suchanunionof talents is almoft unexampled
1 two Princes fo newrly allied by blood.
There are not wanting perfons here, who
efteem him fuperior in capacity to the King;

but
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but the elevation of a throne i3 more calcu-
lated for the difplay of great endowments,
than a private fation.

In many pamculars of their life anid dif-
pofition, even in their very defets, the fimi-
larity between the two brothers is firiking.
Like Frederic, Prince Henry is deftitute of
male or female iffuie. Like him too, the
Prinee is not of an amorous complexion, nor
happy in his domeftic connexions. Both pafs
a great portion of their lives in a fort of
retreat, little feen except by the perfons who
compofe their houfehold, and who conftitute
their ordmary fociety. The Prince was mar-
ried in 1752, to Wilhelmina, daughter of
Maximilian, Landgrave of Heffe Caffel; but
they neither eat, {peak, meet, nor cohabit
together.  She is, neverthelefs, admitted 10
be not only an amiable and pleafing woman,
but pofiefied of a fuperior underfianding. It
certainly is not in theRoyal Family of Pruffia,
that examples of conjugal union or felicity
can at prefent be eafily found. Such is the
alienation which fubfifts between Prince

Henry



"252 .t MEMOIRS OF THE °
-Henry and his wife, that he has always,
«when at Berlin, a feparate table in the fame
Palace but he refides; during the far greater
‘part of the year, at his feat of Rheinfberg,
-near.the borders of the Duchy of Mecklen-
.berg Strelitz. It is there that ftrangers are
.prefented to him, as he rarely remains in the
-capital more than three months annually,
‘from January till April. Though littlc con-
fulted or employed by Frederic at prefent,
.in the calm of peace, no one doubts that if
circumftances of public danger or difficulty
dhould arife, his abilities would again be
-called into the moft active exertion.

Of the King's four, fifters, only one,
the Princefs Amelia, youngeft of Irederic
William's numerous family, has remained
anmarried.  She occupies a fplendid palace

_ i one of the belt fireets of the metropols;
and. Frederic, who regards her with great
atfe€tion, ufually breakfafls with her when-
ever he occafionally vifits Berlin,  Having
been eleCled. Abbefs of Quedlinbourg in
1751, the revenue arifing from that eccle-

fiaftical
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finftical greferment enables-her to maintain
an eftablifhment fuitable to her birth. Her
endowments of mind are aflerted to be ex--
traordinary ; but her health and conftitution *
are altogether broken by difeafe, though-
fhe is fearcely fifty-four ygars of age. Such
are her infirmities, that {he has entirely loft’
any eye, and the ufe of onc arm; in con-
fequence of which fhe is feldom feen .in
public, and never appears at Court.

“With Prince Ferdinand of Prufiia, laft
of the Royal line, I.fhall conclude .this:
letter. Although he may not huve the
fame perfonal claims to immortality with
his two elder brothefs, in perfonal courage
he may julily emulate them. During the
late war he ferved in the Pruffian forces,
and he holds the rank of General. 1t isnot,
however, to him that Frederic will probably
ever intruft, in a moment of danger or emer-
gency, the material interefls of the family
of Brandenburgh. Prince Ferdinand has
two fons by his prefent wife; fo that, not-
withftanding the fterility of the Queen and

of
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of the Princefs Henry, the Crown, wé may
reafonably conje€ture, will not want males
to inherit it in our time. Thofe who believe
that genius is tranfmitted by defcent, will
perhaps regret that neither the King nor
Prince Henry are likely to leave behind
them any pofterity. But, however greatly
their abilities may have conduced to elevate
the Pruffian Monarchy to its prefent fiate,
we may fecurely confide its future preferva-
tion, to the valour, judgment, and probity
of its collateral heirs.
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LETTER VIIL

Potzdam.— Sans Souci.”—The new Palace.—
. Reflettions on Potzdamgand on the genius of
the Pruffian government.

Lerrsic, November 9, 1777.

N the fifth of this month I left Berlin,
after a ftay of about feven weeks, and
arrived at Potzdam the fame evening. It
1s difficult to-imagine a more fierile traét of
country, than that which feparates the two
cities. The whole.is an expanfe of fand,
exhibiting fcarcely any marks of cultiva-
tion, thinly peopled, dreary, and refembling
a wildernefs, rather than the vicinity of a
great metropolis. Groves of melanchely
fir diverfify, without enlivening the pro-
fpe&t ; and few marks of agriculture or of
opulence are fecn. This appearance is, no .
doubt, to be chiefly attributed to the un-

grateful nature of the foil ; but fomething
mutt,
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muft, in my judgment, be allowed for the
genius of the government, which is more
direéted to political aggrandizement, than
to the felicity of the people.

If Berlin is confidered as the capital of the
Pruffian Monarchy, Potzdam may be pro-
perly efteemed the ordinary refidence of the
Sovereign, ever fince the death of Frederic
the Firft, more than fixty years ago. Thelate
King, his fon, preferred it, for many reafons,
to the metrupolis; and the prefentKing pafies
the far greater part of the year at Potzdam.
Every fquare and every ftreet difplay the
charateriftic marks of his genius. I regard
it, indeed, more in the light of a military
ftation, or as the head-quarters of an army ini
cantonment, than as a mere city in the com-

“mon acceptation of the term. Like Berlin, it
is regular, modern,and conftrudied with fym-
metry. Someof thegatesare of Atheniantafte
and elegance, exhibiting models of architec-
ture in various forms. The Royal Palace is a
princely edifice, in front of which extends
‘the parade, where Frederic, unlefs prevented

. by
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by indifpofition, is every morning to be
found, reviewing his guards. I faw him gal- -
lop along the liné, and give the word "of
" command in perfon, with all the fire and: .
animation of a young man. Yét he is now '
more than fixty-five years of age ; a period
of life, long before which the great Conds,
as well as Marlborough, ceafed to appear
in the field ; and ‘after which, fearcely any
of the moft illuftrious Generals of the laft
or prefent century, have ventured to affume
in perfon the commiand of armies. If Prince
Eugene and Marihal Villars form exceptions
to the remark, it muft be admitted that
they did not add to their laurels, by their
concluding campaigns. The King of Prufia,
notwithftanding his bodily infirmities, ftill
preferves the frefhnefs, and even much.of
the aétivity of his youth. In eafe of arup-"
ture with Auftria or Ruffia, no man doubts.
thathewould lead his troops in perfon againft
the enemy. He may perhaps be lefs enters
prizing in his temper than he was formerly ;
but neither the energy nor vigor of his
. VOL. T. S faculties
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faculties feem to have fuffered any dimie
nution.

Many caufes, phyfical as well as moral,
conduce to render Potzdam gloomy and
cheerlefs. The local pofition is in itfelf def-
titute of natural gaiety or beauty. A fandy,
barren foil, on which only the fir loves to
run up or to thrive, is an inherent and
irremediable defe@t. It is even adverfe to
the genius of architeGure: for fo loofe is

_ the ground, that it appears to be incapable
of long fuflaining the incumbent weight
of any very large, or heavy ftruture: a
deformity vifible in various parts of the
city, where the buildings have funk at the
foundation. Yet I do not recolle to have
heard that at Palmyra, which ftands in the
midft of the fands of Arabia, any of the
temples or monuments, though of remote
antiquity, lean from the perpendicular, or
bave fuffered from the fame caufe. Isit
that Fredenic, though he loves to build,and to

decorate; confults principally his own gratis

%cauon, or vanity, regardlefs of pofterity? It

17 certainly
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certainly was not thus that Pericles embel-
lithed Athens; or that Agrippa and Adrian
confirutted the edifices intended to tranf
mit their memories to diftant times, Yetin
monumients of tafte, and the proteétion of all
the fine arts, no lefs than in military fame,
the King has ever been €mulous to rival the
greateft names of Greece or Rome.

Scarcely above a quarter of a mile from
Potzdam, on a pleafing eminence, com-
manding a view of the city, the river
Havel, and the adjacent country, ftands
the little palace of “ Sans Souci” In
celebrity, though not in magnitude or
fplendor, it may yie with Verfailles, with
the Efcurial, or the Vatican; the moft ex-~
penfive fabrics of modern vanity and gran.
deur. The building itfelf is far from mag-
nificent, confifting only of a long range of
apartments on the ground, conftrutted by
Frederic, not long after his acceffion to the
Crown. It was there, in the early part of
the prefent reign, that Voltaire, Mauper-
tuis, Bielfield, Algarotti, Manftein, D’Ar-

Y gens,
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gens, Keening, and fo many other extraordi~
pary or fuperior men, were accuftomed fre~
quently to hold their meetings, and to difcufs
the moft interefting queftions of fcience or of
philofophy, in company with theKing. That
period of time terminated with the memor-
able war which began in 1756, when military
occupations of a more urgent and imperious
“nature broke up their fociety. During
near feven years Frederic neither beheld his
capital, nor. * Sans Souci,” which were both
more than once in poffeffion of the Auf-
trians or the Ruffians. They neverthelefs
-fpared,and proteied the latter from outrage.
Except Voltaire, Frederi¢ is now the fole
furvivor of that great knot; and here he
paffes in a retirement, partly Epicurean,
" partly philofophic, the whole of the Sum-
‘mer and Autumn, when he is not abfent
at the reviews in Silefia, or at thofe on the
‘Viftula. At ¢ Sans Souci,” he affe@s to
‘diveft. himfelf of the cares and fatigues
-attached to Royalty; to unbend his mind
‘;fmm State affairs, and to hve principally for

fociety,
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focicty, friendfhip, and knowledge. No
vifitor of whatever rank intrudes unafked,
on the privacy of his retreat: but the Here-
ditary Prince of Brunfwic, as well as his
brother Prince Frederic, each, have their re-
{pective apartments in the palace; and when
there, they conftantly diflé at the royal table.
The central chamber of ¢ Sans Souci,”
which is the eating room, is fmall, but beau-
tiful ; the figure of it is oval ; and architec-
ture, as well as feulpture, have united to-
wards its decoration. Italy and Egypt
furnifhed the marble with which the floor is
inlaid : and the Corinthian pillars that fap-,
port the roof, were,dug out of the quarries -
of Carrara. Two ftatutes of exquifite work-
manthip, fland in niches on either fide
the door; and in all the furniture, no lefs
than in the ornaments, are difplayed luxury
and tafte. In order however to render it
habitable, or at leaft comfortable, a warmer
and more genial climate is requifite. On the
thore of Baie, or of Sorrento, fuch a retreat
would be fupremely delightful; but here,

s 3 dumpng
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dﬁring ten months of the year, we fhiver
while we admire, Infummer the King con-
fiantly dines there; and adjoining to it are
three chambers, one within the other, pecu-
liarly appropriated to his own ufe.

The firft apartment is a drawing-room of
very moderate dimenfions, but elegant and
pdorned with a few paintings: unlke the
generality of German rooms, it has in it a
chimney. Frederic, who prefers comfort to
grandeur, has difcovered that nothing can
compenfate for the cheerful and vivifying
influence of a fire, The body may indeed
be completely warmed by the equal dif-
fufion of heat from a ftove; but the mind,
the temper, and the fancy, réceive anima-
tion as well as heat, from the fight of a
blazing hearth. The King is too well read
in Horace and in Tibullus, not to feel
how claffical 2 warmth is beftowed by the
* ligna fuper foco.” It is one of the many
proofs that might be adduced, how fu-
perior he is, in little, as well as in greater
ﬂ:.ings, to the generality of German

Princes,
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Princes, who never fee a fire, and are
fatisfied with feeling its operation. Near
the chimney was placed a fofa, ‘very dirty,
and much worn by the King’s boots,
Here he writes, reads, compofes, and dif~
patches bufinefs.

Next to it s the muficgroom ; an amufe-~
ment of which Frederic, at every period
of his life has been fond. The flute was,
for a long time, his favorite inftrument;
but he has, not without reluttance, been
obliged to renounce this elegant gratificas
tion, on account of the weaknefs of his
lungs ; and he now performs on the harp-
fichord. A very fine one ftood in the -
apartment; and on’a large marble table,
tumbled together in confufion, lay Sonatas,
petrefations, and a variety of curiofities,
mineral, metallic, and literary. Only one
painting found a place here; it was a portrait
of the Emperor Jofeph the Second, lately fent
him as a prefent from Vienna. He doubtlefs
retains it there, as William the Third would
have preferved that of Louis the Fourteenth
conftantly beforc his eyes, or as Alexander

s4 would
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would have done that of Darius. Towards
the Court. of Vienna, Frederic looks with
natural and unceafing folicitude. He is
neither lulled into fecurity by treaties, nor
deceived by proteftations. Confciousthat the
Auftrian Cabinet will feize the firft occa-
fion of endeavoring to regain Silefia; and of
“humbling the family of Brandenburgh, he
keeps the image of his antagonift conftantly
before his eyes.

In the third and innermoft chamber, his
Majefty fleeps: but, on firft entering, it is not
eafy to difcover the precife place; a large re-
cefs, gilded and defigned for a bed of fiate,
remaining unoccupied.  Behind a fereen, in

.one corner of the room, on a little camp bed,
or rather couch, fcarcely three feet wide,
Frederic conftantly repofes. ' The whole fur-
niture, as well as "the fcreen itfelf, are com-
pofed of pale blue fatin,and at the foot ftands
an alarum clock. Accuftomed to a military
life, and inured to hardfbips, he prefers
jthis bed to one of a larger fize. In the
dens of -* Sans Souci” almoft clofe
tn t.he palace, is the gallery of paintings
that
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that he has confiruéted : the walls, as well
as the flour of which, are entirely in-
crufted with marble. Though the col-
letion can neither compare n magnitude,
with that of Drefden, or of Dufifeldorf, it
contains many +aluable pieces, Italian and
Flermfh. He ufually paffis an hour or more
there almoft every day, when not prevented
by more important occupations. Vander-
werffand Rubens are faid to be hus favourite
mafters.

I drove about a mile through the gar-
dens of “ Sans Soucy,” to the new palace ;
u magnificent firuture crefted by the King
fince the conclufiop of the peace of Hu-
bertfburg 1763, and only finithed a
tew years ago. The front is grand, and
the fiyle noble, but capricious and fingular ;
differing in fome points from the com-
monly eftablithed rules of architu@ure.
After contemplating its vaft extent, its
fuperb furniture, 1ts numerous apartments,
capable of lodging the whole Royal Family,
together with their attendants; we are com-

pelled
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pelled to lament that it fiands in a fandy
_plain, deftitute of cheerfulnefs or beauty,
It is indeed, difficult to afligna fatisfaltory
. reafon why a Prince fo economical, and fo
much an enenty to ufelefs pomp, fhould coa-
firu&t a fecond verfailles among the fands of
Brandenburgh, Was it not done, in order
to convince all Europe, that the long, ruin-
ous, and expenfive war which he fuftain.
_ed, has neither impoverifhed him, nor ex-
haufted his finances ? Except during the
Great Duke of Ruffia’s vifit to him laft year,
he has fearcely ever lodged in this Palace
a fingle night; and perhaps he will never
inhabit it more. Content with having rear-
ed fo fuperb an edifice, he leaves it to be oc-
cupied by his fucceffors.
_ Notwithftanding thefe magnificent con-
ftruftions of art, whofe effett is encreafed
by the external beanty and regularity
of ‘Potzdam, the mind wants fomething
on which to repofe. After the firft emo-
tions of curiofity and admiration have fub-
‘ .ﬁdﬂd, we look round for comfort, plenty,
and
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Mnd felicity. But, banifhed by the hand of
military feverity, they are not any where
to be found. No feflive peafants are feen
along the fides of the melancholy Havel,
employed in the occupations or recreations
of a country life. It feems to me that Homer
might have written his “fliad,” or Voltaire
his ¢ Henriade,” at Potzdam: but, Virgil
could never have compofed his “Georgics,”
nor Theocritus, his “ Idylliums,” under ’
the fhade of Frederic’s laurels. No rural or
paftoral images prefent themfelves to the
imagination. Guards and Huffars conflitute
half the inhabitants ; and cven they feem
rather detained by, force, than refident
from inclination, loyalty, or adherence.
While I remained there, I thought per-
petually of what Cicero faid to Marcellus;
% Wherever you are, recollett that you are
¢ equally within the power of the con-
¢ queror.” The Pruffian Monarchy itfelf
fometimes reminds me¢ of a vaft prifon,
in the gloomy centre of which appears
the great keeper, occupied in the care of

his
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his captives. The air, which I am now¥
‘breathing, feems lighter than in Branden-
burgh, the human face more cheerful, the

animal man more happy, and the :afpeét
of nature itfelf more grateful. I quitted
‘the dominions of Frederic, -penetrated with
admiration of his talents, his viétories,
and his atchievements: but, with fenti-
ments fuch as we experience on leaving a
"magnificent caftle, furrounded with moats
‘and battlements, where emblems of reftraint
continually force themfelves on the eye, or
the imagination. After my departure from
Potzdam, I reached the Saxon frontiers in a
few hours; for the diftance is very incon-
fiderable, - Not only the foil becomes fer-
“tile, but the cultivation i1s better; and an
air of plenty, mixed with content, is vifible
in every countenance, on entering the ter-
ritories - of Saxony. It isimpoffible to ex-
prefs how pleafing is the effet of this change,
on: the mind. -
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LETTER VIII.

Pofition of Drefden, local and political—Condudt
of the King of Pruffia, towdkds the Sazons, tn
the loff war.—The Court.—~Change in it fince
the Death of Auguftus the Third.—Sazon Wo-
men.—Prince Charles of Saxony.—Story of
the Apparition of the Chevalier de Saze, raifed

by Schrepfer.—Reflections on it.—Death of
Schrepfer.

DrespeN, Nozember 23, 1777.
T is difficult to imagine a greater tran-

fition, than in paffihg from the Pruffian,

to the Saxon dominions ; ora contrait more
ftriking, than is profented by Berlin and
Drefden. I am charmed with this city;
with its environs, with its fociety, and
with its general afpe&. The fandy plains
of Brandenburgh are here exchanged for
a rich, finely undulated, and populous
country, covered with marks of opu-
lence, induftry, and freedom. Inftead of
the
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the melancholy and deferted magpificence
of Berlin, we find here a fmaller capital, lefs
regular in its conftruion ; but cheerful, ele-
gant, and in a fituation the moft picturefque.
Jt retains indeed, in many parts, the fright-
ful veftiges of bombardments, conflagra-
tions, and ravages, principally inflicted
‘by Frederic, during the courfe of the late
war. Never, perhaps, was any fituation,
politically confidered, more unfortunate
than thet of Drefden. All the local or
phyfical advantages which the .Saxen ca-
pital enjoys, are dearly purchafed by its
expofed pofition.  Placed between two
great rival powers, .who ‘are perpetually
contending for fuperiority, the .Eleflor is
" under a neceffity on every rupture, of
joining one or the other. If, asin the late
war, he allies with Auftria; his dominions,
nay his capital and his palaces, are occu-
pied, burnt, and demolithed by the Pruf-
-fians.  Auguftus the Third, King of Po-
;land, grandfuther to the prefent Elettor,
#penemd this truth in its full extent.
Driven
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Driven from Drefden, he paﬂéd mioft of the
concluding years of his reign, ‘in a fort of
inglorious exile from his paternal domini-
ons, at Warfaw, among his eletive fubjects,
the Poles. Does he take part againft the
Court of Vienna ? He i if poflible, ex- .
pofed to greater calamities. . The ' Bohe- -
mian frontiers are fcarcely four leagues
diftant ; and a body of Croats, or Pan-.
dours, fecretly detached by the enemy,
may carry ofl the. Eletor himfelf, if he
venture to take the diverfion of hunting
at Moritzburg, or at Pilnitz, two of his pa~
‘laces in the vicinity of Drefden.

Yet, under all thefe difadvantages, in
the fhort time which has elapfed fince the
conclufion of the late peace ; fuch are the
inherent fuperiorities of the foil of Saxony,.
fuch the induftry of its inhabitants, and fuch
the wifdom, economy, and benignity of the
prefent Government, that, except in Drefden
itfell, I can trace few marks of misfor-
tune, - Frederic’s Generals, from neceflity
more thnn from mclmatmn. were reduced

to
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to burn the fuburbs in 1758; but ke div
rected his bombs againft the fineft pablic
edifices, during the fiegein 1760, Animated
by perfonal refentment towards Count
Bruhl, firft minifter and favorite of Auguftus
the Third, to whofe influence and counfels
he attributed the hoftile part taken by his
mafter ; the King defcended to manifeft his
- indignation againft that nobleman, in a
manner as it appears to me, unworthy of fo
great a Prince. He not only deftroyed
- Count Bruhl’s palaces ; but even caufed, it
+is faid, the pavilions and ftatues in lus gar-
dens, to be mutilated or defaced : a flate
in which many of them flill remain at the
prefent hour. Such a mode of revenge, if
true, refembles more the impotent fury of
Cambyfes or of Caracalla, than the dignified
refentment which fhould charallerize a
Sovereign, by whom the arts have been
always cherithed. His enemies by no
means retaliated with equal feverity on
herlm, or oh Potadam, of both whichy
l‘ﬁ; B dhori .time, . they were repeubedly
mﬁers:
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mafters; and which, though they plundered
and ranfomed, they ueither defaced, nor
demolithcd. Duyring the winter of 1756,
when Frederic occupied and refided at Drefy
den, he was accuftdmed to pafs much of hip
Jeifure in the celebrated y of paintingg
confiruéted by Auguftus”the Third. Jt'is
by far the fineft colleflion of that nature to
be found in the north of Europe, and does
honor to the tafte as well as magnificence of
the late King of Poland. I confefs, however,
that I am lefs firuck with the « Notté” of
Corregio, oppofite to which Frederic ufed
to caufc his chair to be placed, than with
many other pieces iy the gallery.

Of the Saxon Court, though I have been
prefented to the Eletor, I am incompetent
to fpcak with information, from fo fhort a
refidence. A glance fuffices, neverthelefs,
to thew.that it fcarcely retains any traces
of the fplendor which charalterized it under
the reigns of Auguftus the Becond and
Third. Thofe Princes, in addition te their
hereditary pofleflions, were by eleltion

¥OoL: Is T ng’
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Kings of Poland ; and Drefden, from. the
beginning of the prefent century, down to
.the year 1756, might be faid to vie with
Paris itfelf in the arts of pleafure and
luxury. But, the accumulated calamities
of war, under which Saxony groaned during
more than fix years, nearly extinguifhed in-
duftry, and impoverithed every clafs of the
people.  The reigning EleCtor, economical,
laborious, and neither attached to pleafure,
nor to exhibitions of pomp, wifely reprefies
every tendency to expence. Occupied me-
ritorioufly in recovering his dominions from
the ravages of Frederic, no lefs than from the
effect of the profufion and mal-adminifiration
of his predeceflors ; he gives no part of his
revenues to miftreflfes, to dancers, to artifts,
or to public exhibitions in any line.

When I recolleét the captivating defcrip-
tions of Drefden as it exifted under Auguftus
the Second, given us by Lady Wortley
:Montagu, by Pollnitz, and by many other
writers; -Tam tempted to think that I read
‘of fome other.place. . Encampments, fhows,
' 21 : and
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and diverfions, perpetually fucceedmg each’
other, to which firangers ‘eagerly crowded
from all the kingdoms of Europe, rendered’,
it at once the moi’c amufing, as well as
fplendid Court in Germany. That Prince,
whofe bodily ftrength equalled all that fable
attributes to Ajax or to Thefeus, was formed
to excel in manly exercifes of every kind.
Pleafure, varied in a thoufand forms, feemed
to conflitute almoft the only occupation of
his reign. Banquets, or rather Bacchanalian
Orgies, fuch as the Regent Duke of Orleans,
nearly at the fame time, was accuftomed to
celebrate in the “ Palais Royal,” at Paris,
were continually giveft by Augufius: while
the moft beautiful women of Poland and of
Germany, allured by his liberality and mu-
nificence, firove for the tranfitory poficffion
of his affeétions. It is in vain that you would
now feek for beauty in the Saxon drawing-
room. Except the Countefs Lofs, I have
not feen a fingle woman of condition here,
who has any pretenfions to_be called hand-
fome. Even Madame de Lofs, if critically

TS " examined,
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examined, may rather be demnominated
elegant and pleafing, than fuperior in per<
fonal charms. If, however, the upper ranks
¢an furnifh fo few models for the painter, it
by no means follows, that the fex has dege-
nerated within the laft fifty yecars, in Suxony.
Among the middle orders, and among the
peafants, the moft charming figurcs are
found ; far fuperior, in my opinion, to thofe
ordinarily feen in other parts of the German
Empire. T have often been inclined to
imagine, though it is perhaps ideal, that
there is in the air, climate, and fky of
Drefden and its environs, fomething more
favourable to beauty, than in Hanover,
Brandenburgh, or Bavaria.

Among the Princes of the Eleftoral
family, Prince Charles, uncle to the reighing
Ele&or, is the moft confpicuous. He is here
commonly denominated Duke of 'Courland,
the States of that extenfive Dutchty having
chofen him for their Sovereigh, by the in<
fluence and proteétion of Elizabeth, late
Emprefs of Ruffia; dn elevation to which

20 his
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his uncle; the famous Maurice, Marfhal Saxe,
had becn raifed et an earlier period of the
prefent century. With that Princefs’s reign
" expired his tranfitory dignity ; and the exiled
Duke Biren, recalled by Peter the Third-
from Siberia, refumed his,fufpended rights
as Duke of Courland. . Prince Charles of
Saxony is not only elegant in his perfon and
manners ; but highly amiable and accom-
plithed. He and the Princefs his wife, who
was a Polith lady of the family of Crafintky,
mhabit the palace here in Drefden, which be-
longed to the late Chevalier deSaxe,another.
of his uncles, and one of the many natural
fons of Auguftus the Second, King of Poland.
In the great gallery of that palace, where
1 was prefented to Prince Charles three days
fince, was performed the memorable fcene of
raifing the apparition of the Chevalier de
Saxe. Never, perhaps, was a more audaci- -
dus, or a more fuccefsful experiment tried -
upon human weaknefs and credulity. As it
happened only ahout four years ago, and as
many peribns of the firft rank and confidera- .
T3 tiom ,
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_tion’ in this country were prefent, on the
* occafion, the principal clrcumﬁ:ances at-
tending it are well known and remembered.
But, the ridicule which has attached to it,
and the marked difapprobation exprefied by
the Elettor towards any repetition of fuch
experiments, render all thofe who witneffed
it extremely fhy of relating the tranfation.
It was not without difficulty, after repeated
folicitation, that I obtained from one:of
the gentlemen who affifted at it, the recital
which I'am about to make. He is aman of
fenfe, courage, and intelligence. I fupprefi
his name ; but, you may form from it fome
- eftimate of the human mind in this part of
Europe; which in many refpeéls, is certainly
more open or liable to fupcrfiitious impref-
fions, .than with us. The Germans, almoft
univerfally, even thofe of the foundeft and
moft cultivated underftandings, believe in
the exiftence of familiar fpirits ; in whofe
-train follow witches, ghofts, and the whole
family of invifible agents. If, however, we
incline to confider fuch weaknefs with pity

or
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or contempt, we thould recolleét, that fimilar
proofs of human infirmity have been given
by turns, in every European capital. * The
miracles, performed in the church-yard of
St. Medard, at Paris, under Louis the Fif-
teenth’s reign, which wegpg only terminated
by the royal interpofition, are not yet for-,
gotten. And fcarcely fifteen yearé, I believe,
are elapfed, fince London had its ¢ Che-
“ valier de Saxe,” in the memorable Cock-
Lane ghoft.

The man who here exhibited fo extraor-
dinary a proof of his art; for fuch it mufi,
in every cafe, be efteemed ; was a perfon of
the name of Schrepfer, who originally re-
fided at Leipfic, of which city he was a
native, and where he kept a coffee-houfe,
But, his bufinefs not producing him either as
much profit, or as much diftintion as he
afpired to pofiefs, he pretended to fiudy
magic, and to have acquired many fecrets or
powers connefted with that imaginary fei-
ence. He boldly aflerted that he had inter-
courfe with, and a control over fpirits, whom

T 4 he
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‘he-could fummon, command, and caufe to
difappear, if not altogether at his pleafure,
yet by the force of his invocations. Thefe
agonts he had the ingenuity and effrontery
to divide into three claffes, the friendly,
the evil, and the neutral ; all of whom he
knew how to diftinguith at their approach,
‘or on their appearance, by the founds or
~noifes which préceded and attended them.
Whenever he affected to exert his magical
powers, he zlways began by calling to his
affiftance the benévolent {pirits; in order,
as he faid, to defend him againft the attacks
of the malignant ones. Pretenfions fo ex-
traordinary, fuftained by fome exhibitions
which impreffed the fpe€tators with aftoniths
_ment, foon procured him no little reputation.
Schrepfer, about this time, while he ftill
refided at Leipfic, had given offence to
Prince Charles of Saxony, by fome expref-
fions relative to him, of an unbecoming or
infolent nature. The Prince, irritated at
fuch conduét, ordered an officer belonging to
his houfehold to repair to Leipfic, and there
& ' to
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© nifli& on Schrepfer, in hisname, perfonal
chaftifement. His orders were exaéily. ex-
etuted : but Schrepfer, though he attempt-
ed no other refiftance, running into a corner
of the room, threw himfelf on his kuees, and .
loudly invoked his invifibje allies to come to
his affiftance. Their vifible appearance or -
interpofition were however unneceffary, in
order to refcue him from further violence:
the officer, it is afierted, having been so
much alarmed at the invocation and its pof~
fible confequences, as to quit the chamber
with the utmoft precipitation.

A circumftance of fuch notoriety, as Well
as fo degrading in itfelf to Schrepfer, induced .
him to leave Leipfic. After an abfence of
fome time, he appeared at Drefden, where -
he affumed a filitious name, and announced
that he was a colonel in the fervice of France.
In that quality he even made an attempt to
‘be prefented to the El¢Cor ; but Monfieur
de Marhois, who aéted as Chargé d’Affaires
in the abfence of the French envoy, refufed
%o carry him to Court. His real name foon -
became known; and his pretences to fkill

in
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‘I magic attraBting many followers, his re-
putation fpeedily reached Prince Charles.
It was accompanied with fuch extraordinary
accounts of Schrepfer’s powers, as to induce
that Prince to make every exertion for ob-
literating the recolleGtion of ‘the indignity
lately offered him. As one ftep towards it,
‘he did not hefitate to'go in perfon to the
* Hotel de Pologne,” an inn where Schrepfer
lodged ; and in prefence of various witnefies,
to afk his pardon for the blows given him, ag
well as to offer every amends that the nature
‘of the affront admitted. Schrepfer, flattered
by fuch a condefcenfion, having accepted
the apologies, the Prinee then requefted to
fee fome proofs of his fupernatural art. Itis
pretended that he exhibited many; all of
which only tended to augment the Prince’s
acimiration, and to f'tlmulate his curiofity for
farther {pecimens.

- But,. the moft difficult or fublime opera~
tion of magic in all ages, has been to raife
départed {pirits from the tomb ; a prodigy
awhich Schrepfer made no fecret of his ability
-to perform. Prince Charles having earneft-

ly)
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ly, as well as repeatedly befought it of him;
after many refufals, real or affefted, obtain-
ed at length a reluétant promife to prefent
before his eyes an apparition : for Schrepfer
artfully profeffed the greateft repugnance
and difinchination to theyaét, as being peril-
ous to hunfelf, and attended with various -
circumftances of horror. The promife thus
obtained, it only remained, therefore, 1o fix
on the fpirit to be fummoned from the tomb.
After long confideration, the Chevalier de
Saxe was named, and Schrepfer undertook
to prefent his ghoft in a vifible form before
a fele@ company. The place chofen for mak-
ing the eaperimeat, was Prince Charles’s ¢
Palace in Drefden. But, as it was well
known that the Eleétor, having the misfor-
tune to be neither credulous, nor inclined to
permit fuch exhibitions in his capital, might
difapprove and prohibit it, the firi€teft fe-
crecy was obferved previous to the affair.
The Chevalier de Saxe, third in order of
birth, among the natural fons of Augufius
the Second, King of Poland, was only half
brother to the famous Marfhal Count Saxe,
as



3 1 MEMOIRE OF THE

as they were fprung from different mothers, -
In right of his, whe wus a Princefs Luho-
mirfka, 6f & very illuftrious Polith family,
the Chevalier inherited confiderable property
in that country, as well as in Saxeny. He
yefided principally in Drefden, and died only
a few years ago, at his palace in this city ;
which his nephew Prince Charles, who be-
came his principal heir, occupied after hs
deccafe. In addition to lus maternal eftatcs,
the Chevalier poflefled a vaft income from
his military and other appointments in the
Elefloral fervice ; and as lie left no iflue, he
was fuppofed to have amatied great fums.
Reports had been circulated, that money was
«oncealed fomewhere in the palace ; but no
perfon pretended to afcertainthe precife place
mhere it was depofited. If his {pirit could
be compelled to appear by magic power,
thatmtercfting focret might be extorted fiom
him. Thus euriofity combining with the
hope of difcovering a confiderable treafure,
prompted Prince Charles, asitis fuppofed,
20 name his uncle, for the objefl of the ex~
Jeriment.

Schrepfer
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Schrepfer naturally preferrmg darknefs,
as not only more private in itfelf, but every
way better calculated for the effe& of incan-
tations ; the company affembled on the ap-
pointed night. They were nineteen in nume
ber, of whom I perfonally know feveral, who
are perfons of confidcration, charafter, and
refpectability. When they were met in the
great gallery of Prince Charles’s palace, the
firft obje(t of all prefent was to fecure the
windows and doors, in order equally to pre-
vent intrufion or deception. As far as pre~
caution could effeét it, they did fo, and were
fatisfied that nothing except violence could
procure accefs or tntrance. Schrepfer then
acquainted them, that the act which hewas
about to perform, would demand all their
firmnefs ; and advifed them to fortify theif
nerves by partaking of a bowl of punch,
which was placed upon the table, Several
of them, (indeed, as I believe, all axcept
ohe or two, thinking the exhortation judi-
cions,) very readily followed it; but, the
gentleman from whom I received thefe
particulars, dechined to profit by the advice.,

(] l am
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“ I am come here,” faid he to Schrepfer,
“ to be prefent at roifing an apparition.
« Either I will fee all, or nothing. My re-
« folution is taken, and no inducement can
“ make me put any thing within my lips.”
Another of the company, who preferved his
prefence of mind, placed himfelf clofe to the
principal door, in order to watch if any one
attempted to open or to force it. Thefe pre-
paratory fleps being tahen, the great work
began with the utmoft folemnity.
Schrepfer commenced it, by retiring into
a corner of the gullery, where knceling down,
with many my fiertous ceremonies he invoked
the fpirits to appear, or rather to come to
his aid ; for it1s allowed that none were ever
vifible. A very confiderable time elapfed
Before they obeyed ; during which interval,
he laboured apparently under great agitation
of body and mind, being covered with a
violent fweat, and almoft in convulfions,
like the Pythonefs of antiquity. Atlength,
a loud clatter was heard at all the windows
en the outfide ; which was foon followed by
~andther noife, refembling more the effect
produced
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produced by a number of wet fingers drawn
over the edge of glafles, than any thing elfe
to which it could well be compared. This
found announced, as he faid, the arnval of
his good or protecting fpirits, and feemed to
encourage him to proceed gn his incantation.
A fhort time afterwards a yelling was heard,
of a frightful and unufual nature, which
came, as he declared, from the malignant
fpirits, whofe prefence, as it feems, was
neceffary and indifpenfable to the comple-
tion of the cataftrophe.

The company werenow, at leaft the greater
part of them, elefirified with amazement,
or petrified with horror ; and of courfe fully
prepared forevery objc ctor appearance which
could be prefented to their view. Schrepfer
continuing his invocations, the door fudden-
ly opened with violence, and fomecthing that
refembled a black ball or globe, rolled into
the room. It was invefted with {moke or
cloud, in the midft of which appeared to be
a human face, like the countenance of the
Chevalier de Saxe ; much in the fame man-
qer, it would feeqn, that Corregio or Hanuis

bal
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bal:Carrache have reprefented Jupiter ap=

pearing to Semelé. . From this form iffued @

loud and arngry voice, which exclaimed in

German, “ Carl, was wolte du mit mich?”

% Charles, what wouldft thou with me?

% Why doft thou difturb me?”

Language is inadequate to defcribe the
confternation produced among the affembled
{pectators at fo awful a fight. Either firmly
perfuaded that the appearance which they
beheld, was fpiritual and intangible ; or des
prived of refolution to approach and attempt
tofeize it ; they appear to have made no ef-
fort to fatisfy themfelves of its incorporeal
nature. The Prince, whofe imprudent cu~
riofity had fummoned his uncle’s ghoft, and
to whom, as the perfon principally refpon~
fible, the fpeftre addrefied itfelf; far from
manifefting felf-poffeffion, or attempting any
reply, betrayed the firongeft marks .of hors
vor and contrition. Throwing himfelf on
his:knees, he called on Heaven for merey ;
+while others of the terrified party: earnefily
befought the magician to give the only re-
«uunmg paoof .of ‘his act for which they

now
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new were anxious, by dlfmlfﬁng the appa-
rition. But Schrepfer, though apparently
willing to gratify them, found or pretended
to find, this effort beyond his power. How-
ever incredible, abfurd, or tidiculous it may
be thought, the perfons jwho witnefied ‘the
feene, proteft thut near an hour ehpfed, be-
fore, by the force of . his invocations, the
fpectre - coald be compelled to difappear.
Nay, when at length Schrepferhad fucceeded
in ditmifiing it; at the moment that the
company beuan to refume a degrec of fere-
nity, the door, which hud been dofcd bu: it
‘open again, and the fame hideous form pre-
fentcd itfelf anew go their eves.  The mofk
refolute and colleéted among them, were net
proof to its fecon.: appearance, and a icene
“of univerf} i:inay enfued. Schrepfer, how-
ever, by reiterated exorci{ms or (,\'ertioxis,
finally difmiffed the apparition. The tera
rified fpectators foon difperfed, overcome
mth amazement, and fully fatisfied, as they
well might be, of Schnepfers fupematural
. powers..
VOL. I, U - Haﬂﬁg
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Having thus related as ferioufly and cir-
cumftantially as I am able, the principal
falts relative to the affair in queftion, it is
natural to atk my own opinion of the flory ;
and to demand whether I can explain or ac-
count for it in any rational manner. To fuch
inquiries I muft frankly reply, that I dan
neither give any fatisfaCory folution of it,
nor have I heard any attempted, except the
obvious and general one of human credulity
and terror, operated upon by impofiure and
deception. But, the manner in which fo
wonderful an illufion was produced, I am,
in common with every perfon here, at a
lofs to underfiand. I Believe, no man has
yet clearly explained how the liquefattion
of St. Januarius’s blood is performed ;
though, out of Naples, I imagine few per-
fons attribute it to miraculous or fuperna-
tural interpofition. We know from ex-
perience, how prodigious are the deceptions
practifed in and upon optics. Nineteen
men, met together for the avowed purpofe
of feeing an apparition, and believing that

20 it
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it is in human power torender a departed fpi-
ritvifible, are alréady half fubdied ‘to any
impocfition, howevcr grofs. Night, darknefs,
and the impofing folemnity of magic invo:
cations, - bereave the firongeft minds of
their felf-poffeffion. * A Wold and artful im-
poftor might then trample on their reafon,
and prefent to their eyes fome hidcous figure
properly accoutred fortheoccafion. Limuft,
however, always excite fome aflonifhment ‘
and more regret, that among near twenty
perfons, not one fhould heve endeavoured to
lay hands on the fpeétre. Iis fecond appear-
ance is likewife a circumftance very difficult
to account for, as it* was.unneceffary in order
to produce conviftion, which had been fully
effe¢ted. That it was a deception, no man
of found underftanding will doubt ; but kow
it was managed orproduced, the perfons who
were duped, have either not yet difcovered, .
orthey do not think properto'difclofe. They
are all, or nearly all, ftill-alive in this country,
dnd they by mo theans boaft of their adven-
ture, or derive from it any fott of vanity. - On
: : U2 the
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the "contrary, independent of the ridiculé
annexed to it, they all feel and exprefs the
utmoft repugnance to relating, or even to re-
collefting a fcene, which has impreffed on
their imagination fo much horror. Their
friends dread and deprecate a renewal of the
images then prefented to thofe who were
prefent; and a lady earneftly befought of
me, not to prefs her hufband on a fubjet,
of which he could never think or converfe
without paffing a fleeplefs night. We muft
be content thercfore I believe to refolve it
into German credulity or fuperftition, and
congratulate ourfelves on our fuperiority to
fuch puerile terrors. .

The ftory no fooner fpread through Dref-
den, than the Ele€lor exprefied his difap-
probation of fuch fcenes, and iffued his pe-
remptory injunftions not to repeat them.
Schrepfer foon retired to his native city,
Leipfic ; where his fame accompanied him,
and drew after him a crowd of difciples
or votaries. To them he coniinued to give,

a8 is confidently afferted here, numerous and
aftonithing
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‘aflonithing proofs of his fupefnatural power
fome of which I have heard related ; but
after the fpecimen that I have detailed, all
others would be at once tedious and fuper-
fluous. Schrepfer did not long enjoy his
celebrity, and his. deathijis not the leaft ex-
traordinary part of his hiftory. Three gen-
-tlemen, whom he had in fome meafure ini-
tiated into his myfteries ; for he profefled
to inftruct in the fcience of magic ; were pro-
mifed by him an exhibition more wonderful
than any at which 'they had yet afiified.
For this purpofe they attended him into the
wood of Rofendaal, which is at a fmall dif-
tance without the gates of Leipfic. It was
in {fummer, before the fun rofe, between
three and four o’clock in the morning. When
they came to a certain part of the grove,
he defired them to remain there a little,
while he wcnt on one fide, to make the
requifite invocations. After waiting a'few
minutes, they heard the report of a piftol.
Haftening to the fpot, they found that he
had fhot himfelf, and was already without

U3 fenfe.
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fenfe. He foon afterwards. expired. Al
thofe who believe him to have had inter-
courfe with evil' fpiriis, affirm that he was
tormented by them perpetually, wluch ren-
dering his life miferable, induced him to
have recourfe to a piftol. I imagine, how-
ever, you will think with Horace, that it is
not neceffary to call in fupernatural inter-
ference, in oider to account for the violent
end of fuch aman. He has left behind lum
many profelvtes ; but, I believe, no one who
pretends to equal knowledge of his fecrets.
" It is probable that my next letter will be
dated from Prague, or {rom Vienna.
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LETTER IX.

Journey from Drefden, through Pragde, to
Vienna.—State of that Capital, and of the
Imperial Court, at the rl)g/’e of the year 1777.

Viexna, December 20, 1757.

HREE weeks are nearly elapfed fince I
arrived in this city ; but, before I enter

en any particulars connetted with it, let me
mention briefly fone circumfiances of my
journey through Bohcmia. I left Drefilen
with regret, on the 24th of November, at
midnight, in the midft of a heavy fhow, and
found myfelf at day-break, near the frontiers
of Saxony. Ata miferable village among the
mountains, called Peterfwalda, I entered the
Auftrian dominions : but fuch was the feve-
rity of the weather, and the depth of the
fnows, that it was with difficulty the carriage
could proceed, or be prevented from over-
fetting. The road lay through defiles for
feveral leagues, bounded by precipices to |
the left, that overhang the river Elbe; and
U 4 of
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of which I could give you a defcription, if
it had not been already better done many
years ago, by Lady Wortley Montagu, when
fhe travelled the fame road in her way to
Conftui.tinople. I drove it, as fhe dud, by
night ; and ncither the danger nor the dif-
ficulties are vl Jil 2 1 fisee hor ume.,
Paffing througa Lowuiaz, famous for the
battle fought there in 1756, Fgot to Prague
in about thirty-cight hours after leaving
Dre fiten.

My fizy in Praguc was much too thort to
allow me, if 1 had th+ inclination, to give you
any accurate defeription of the pluce.  The
fituation is wild and romentic; the city large,
but not cheerful, except in thofe parts that
lic. on the banks of the river Moldaw, by
which it s interfetied. Prague, no longer
the refidence of a Courl, is now only the
déferted capital of a dependant kingdom,
little confidered among the numerons and
widely feattered provinces of the Houfe of
Aufiria. Tts poflefion has been difputed
in almoft every age; and the ground on

all
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all fides, like that of Troy in antiquity, is
marked out by bDattles, which render it
claffic 1 the biflory ‘of Germany., But
they have not the fame celebrity ; carent
quia vate facro. On my journey through
Bohemia, Moravia, andsUpper Auftria, I
only ftopped to change horfes, and arr’;ved
in tlus eny on the 3oth of November.

Two days ago I wax prefented by Sir
Robert Keicth, to the Emprefs Queen,
and afteivw ords to the Emperor Jofeph.
Maria Therefa receved us in the deepeft
mourning, in a chamber hung with black
velvet, on the third florv of the palace.
She has neither worn any other drefs, nor
mhabited any other apartments, fince the
deceafe of the late Fmperor Francis her
hutband, more than twelve ycars ago. Her
perfon retains no traces of her former beau-
1y : but her manners are benigu, gracious,
and obliging.  Over the doors of the room,
I remarhed the portraits of her grand-
father Leopold, and of his deliverer, John
Sobiefki, King of Poland. In compliance
with the antient etiquette of the Imperial

Court,
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Court, fhe is always alone, when fhe gives
andience to foreign Minifiers, as is likewife

her fon the Emperor

This. capltal in common w1th Ger-
many, enjoys at prefent the moft complete
ferenity ; and all the pleafures of the winter
are already begun, among which thofe of
the table feem not to be forgotten. Prince
Kaunitz, Prince Colloredo, and a number
of the firft Mimfiers or Nobility, do. the
honours of Vienna to firangers, with equal
hofpitality and magnificence. The Court
13 much enlivened by the prefence of the
Archduchefs of Milan, and her hufband the
Archduke Ferdinand, who are lately arrived
here from Lombardy, on a vifit 1o the Em-
prefs Queen. Maria Therefa, finking in
years; divided between her religious ob-
fervances, and her civil duties; occupied
alternately in bufinefs of flate, and in ex-
ercifes of devotion; hopes to pafs the even-
ing of her flormy reign in peace, furrounded
by her numerous family. She has lived to
extinguith the long hereditary enmities
between the Houfes of Bourbon and Auftria.,
Three
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Three Princeffes, her daughters, the Queens
of France and Naples, and the Archduchefs

of Parma, who fealed the reconciliation by

their refpettive marriages, form the. beft

guarantees for its ftability. On the fide of
Pruffia, there. appears to.pc no immediate

or obvious fubje€t-of apprehenfion. Ruffia,

if not in clofe alliance with the cabinet of
Vienna, at leaft is not hofiilc; and the

Turks, far from being formidable, are here .
confidercd rather as objeéts of plunder

or of conqueft, than as capable of exciting

alarm. .- _ ,

The. Emperor, on his part, is not lefs
fully occupied than his mother; but bufinefs
feems to be his principal purfuit and grati
fication. Emulous of Frederic, he wears like
him a uniform on all occafions, and mani-
fefts the warmcft affection for his foldiery. .
Hunting is the only diverfion in which
he indulges, unlefs we account travelling
among the number of his amufements ; but
even his travels are almoft folely directed
to objelts of information. He has already

' accurately
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accurately infpeéted the far greater part of
his own domrhionis; he is recently returned
from France; and I am-told, that he pro-
Jects foon to wifit England.

Prince Kannitz, firft' Minifter of Maria
‘Therefa during three-and-twenty years, con-
tinues ftill to guide the councils of his mi{‘trofy

""To him is duc the merit, if fuch it be, of
:terminating the quarrels between the Houfe
of Aufiria and France, as the meafure was
“peculiarly hisown. Though he appears to
.pafs the greater part of his time between his
Manege, where he conflantly rides, the
fociety which meets every evening at his
‘palace, and his favorite diverfion of billiards;
-yet he finds lerfure for direting all the
eomplicated affairs of the Emprefs Queen,
~and poffefies an almoft unlimited authority.
. Like her, declined in years, he neverthelefs
appears 1o be frefh and vigorous.

Prince Colloredo, as Vice-Chancellor of
the Empire, is the firft Minifter of Jofeph
the Second in his Imperial capacity ; but he
B fuppofed to enjay far lefs of the private

. confidence
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confidence of his mafter, than Marfhal Lacy.
Y hear little of Laudohn, who occupies fo
diftinguifhed a place in the efteem of Fre+
deric, and who performed fuch eminent
fervices in the late war. Peace has reduced
him to comparative inﬁgiﬁﬁcance. In the
perfonal affeGtions of the Emprefs Queen,
her daughter the Archduchefs Chriftina
believed to have no rival. Her hufband,
Prince Albert of Suxony, who is Governor
of Hungary, has a p«lace at Prefburg; but
they do not, the lefs rciide 1 Vienna daring
the greater part of the winter. Among the
foreign Minifters, the French Embatiador
alone feems to enjoy & marked confideration.
The clofe connexion aftually fubfifting be-
tween this Conrt and that of Verfailles ;
added to the magnificent ftyle in which he
entertains, as reprefentative of Louis the
Sixteenth; conduce to give the Baron de
Breteuil a vaft fuperiority over every other
member of the ¢ Corps Diplomatique.” It
15 no where more vifible than in the draw-
ing-room of Prince Kaunitz himfelf.

Such
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Such are the outlines of the Court and
Cabinet of Vienna at the clofe of 1777,
and fuch the principal perfons who direét its
movements. They will ferve as landmarks,
by which to enable you to form a judg-
ment on the fafts or events, which may
occur during my flay here. In a fhort
time I fhall write again.
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LETTER X.-

Death of Mazimilian Fofeph, Ele@or of Bavar;‘;,
, —Circumfances of his lap Ilinefs.—Arrival
. of the Intelligence at Viggno.—Cummunica-
tion of it to the Emprefs 2ueen—Her Con-
dust.—Seizure of Lower Bavaria.by,the
" Auftrians.— Speculations upon the probable
Confequences of that Event. ‘
Viexxa, Jdriz’my 9, 1778.
'-I LITTLE imagined, when I concluded
my laft letter, and deferibed to you the
ftate of profound repofe, which this Court
and capital prefented on my arrival, that
it would be fo fosn difturbed.. Every
thing then feemed to ammounce a continu-
ance of public tranquillity; but, ‘the un-
expetted death of the Eleor of Bavaria
bas fhaken the foundations on which it
refted, and may, not improbably, be the -
-prelude to new fcenes of conteft between
Aiftna- and Pruffia. Ldudohn, who. for
feveral 'years has lived in obfeurity, end
fearcely attiaéted notice, will ‘perhaps be -

again
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again oppofed to Frederic in the field,
We have not yet recovered the aflonithment
into which this cvent has thrown us, and
we are loft in fpeculations upon its pofiible
confequences. Before 1 enter further on
fo important a fubjed, let me relate to you
the prmclpal circumftances which threaten
to Involve Germany, aud perhaps Europe,
in freth calamities.

The late Eleftor of Bavaria, Maximilian
Jofeph, was the fon of that unfortunate Eni-
peror, Charles the Seventh, who, after a
fhort and miferable elevation Lo the Imperial
dignity, faw himfelf driven by the Auftrians
from his hereditary dominions; and foon
afterwardsexpiredat Munich, under theaccu-
mulated weight of misfortunes and difeales.
It is he, whom Johnfon, in his tranflation of
the tenth Satire of Juvenal, has beautitully
fele@led, as a confpicuous proof of modern
.pre-eminence in rank and in wretchednefs.
You probably recolle@t the defcription,
.which is one of the mofi animated erer
drawn, end which the circumflances of

the
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the moment in which I am now Wntmg,

render; peculiarly interesting : y

# ‘The bold Bavarlan, in a luckless hour,’ o
* Tries the dread summit of Ceesdrean power ;

* With unexpected legions bursts away,

« And sees defenceless realms acegpt his sway.

* Short sivay * Fair Austria sprea Cgs her mourafil ¢harm,
« The Queer; 'the Beauty, sets the world in arins:”

It may indeed be accounted among the
wonderfu] rev olutxoqs of the prefent age,
that Maria Therefa fhould now retaliate
precxfely in the fame manner, upon the
death of the _/bn,,the injuries -which  the
fuftained from the father. 'Already a very
confiderable portion. of Bavaria has been
feized on by her troops, and is mcoryorated
with her flomlmons. . oy

No event could, l}ave Deen more 1mpro~
bable, a few weeks fince, than the deceafe
of the Eleflor of Buva,na R who was Pall
in the vigor of his ages about fifty years
old, and of a ﬁrong cox}ﬁltutlon. He had
always entequed great apprei:enﬁom of
the fimall-pox, whwhth never had naturally

voL. 1. X . caught,
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caught, and which he had not, like Catha-
rine the Second, the wifdom and mag-
nanimity to anticipate by ineculation.
Every precaution was ineffeCtusl for pre-
ferving him fromh the attacks of that fatal
diftemper, A young lady of quality, Ma-
dame de Riva, who happened to be on a
vifit at the Court of Munich, and who
Jodged in the Ele@oral palace, was feized
with the finall-pox.’ The nature of her dif-
eafe was carcfully concealed from the Eleftor;
but her grandfather having been with her at
her bedfide, imprudently came immediately
afterwards into the room where the EleQor
‘was'engaged at billiarls. He had hardly
rcmaired a few minutes there, when that
Prince exclaimed, *“ Some perfont here has
the finall-pox ; I feel it!* Inftantly throw-
ing down the mace which he had in his hand,
he'retired to his apartment, and foon was
tdken ill. Though the fymptoms, from the
‘beginhing, were very alarming, yet it s
‘highly probable, that under judiclous ma.
higement he mighy kave furmounted the
17 difeafe.
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difenfe.. But the‘;&v&ria‘nﬂ:fyﬁdaal’,‘ who
are not yet fkilled in'the madern treatment of
the {mellpax, adhered to the untient prace
tice of warmth and the exclufion of frefh
air. ' During foms days before his deceafs,
no hopes of @ favourable dhange were enter-
tained ;  and the refult fafficienmtly prowes
that this: Court was fully prepared for his
diffblution::: He: lay in‘a deplorable condi-
tioir-for the Taft fbrty-cight hours, his hedd
fwélled to a prodigious fize, and his features
haidly recognizible; - from the malignant
nature’ of the diftemper. - On the 3oth of
December, laft Tuefday fe'nnighe, during
the night, he expired ; and Count. Hartig,
the Auftrian Plenipotentiary at the Court of
Bavaria, loft not ¢n inftantin d'xfpa:tching a
meffénger to Priice Kanmu, thh the im-
porunt intelligence. © -

ThaCounarahghtedathllouﬁofﬂle
firk Minifter,  about half paft fix-v'dock,
on the ovening of the 1ft. of: January;
which is 4 day of Gals, and the oaly oue
how obﬁmd as fuch® inthe whols year.

v X8 An
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All ; the:. nob:hty and. perfons ‘of i condition.
in Vienma, were -then - about to. aflemble i
the great drawing-room of the palade; where:
the Emprefs Queon; -thé: Empevor; afid the
Archddchefles, het danphters; were ptefents
Maria Therefa fat down:to play ;. .while ithe
Emperorgfwhc‘v riever:txigages at'cards, flood
near-her,occupied (it converfation. :..1 was

at’ an. iriconfiderable (diftance from :them.
Prince Kaunitz having perufed the ‘difpatch
from: . Mubich, -acqiainting :him: with.i'the
EleQor's death, imniediately repaired b the
Imperial palace, with which his:6wn com-
municates by a gallery. Unwilling to excité
reinarks,: or to attraét the public attention,
he did mot fhew himfelf; but fent ’in a
perfon to inform the' Eimperor, that,-he was
defirous to impart to kis. Majefty fome .in-
telligence of confequence. . That: Prmce;
who'was probably.aivare of the natuse’ of
the news, which ‘dould not be wiexpetted,
“withdrew ;" but: returned- in o few minntes,
and Janing: over- the ‘table- at which, his
mther niss phynig. hb whifpered , fome
words
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4words in her ear. - She inftently d6b: fall: the
cards; ‘and rifing' up with evident ‘marks of
-emotion, ‘quitted : the' ‘apartment. - “As this
was fudden, no one. kriew ‘the cauf ;tand
the Emprefs’s departure. was fo precipitats,
as.wellas unforeféen, that she Archducheffes,
her daughters, whowere engaged each at s
feparate card-table, remained for fome mo-
ments ‘in ignorance of her having ‘left- the
room: . When they were made -acquainted
with it, they likewife laid down their- ~cards;
and followed her. We all looked at each
other in aftonithment, confcious that fome
event of moment had taken place, but un-
certain of its nature.,. The Court broke up,
and many - conjeCiures. were formed on. the
reafons, of the Emprefs's condutt: Next
morning. it was fully explained, by the news
of the EleCtor of - Bavaria’s death, which
bécame public. .. - ‘
That event muft necemmly have been con-
fidered as inevitable, for fome dast previous
to its aflually taking place ; 'and thie general
moafurestobe purfued uponit, for fecuring,
: X3 or
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ok fhizing on & pars of the Bavarian fuccef
fion, were. nb; doubty as. we muft fuppofe,
already fettlod in the Cabinet. | know how~
wver, from good authority, that on the night
of the it of Januory, sfier the Emprefs
an setired to her own apertments, a
feoret council was there held, confifting of
‘herfelf, the Emperor, and Prince metz.
Much difference of opinion between them,
velative to the erfemt of ‘territoty ta be
ehimed an decupied by the Auftrian troops,
then maniftfted itfell. The firft Minifter
baving fpread before .their Majefties a map
of - Bavaris, pointed oat the portions of that
EleGorate, to which he conceived the pre.
tenfions of Maria Therefa might wikely and
Jufily be extended. The Emperor fupported
him with all bis forve; and urged that tmops
fhould be ‘mﬂantly fept to take pofieffion of
the diftri€ts in queftion: but the Emprefs,
bhecome.. tautious from age, averfe 1o war,
‘and, perhaps not altogetlier fatisfied in her
mind of the juftice of the clnims about to

he fet npy bppmdhobemyuukmded;
She



COUAY 'OF . 2ZRLINK, RTC. 3t
She hetrayed greatagitation, often repealing
with . earnefinefd in. German, “ In ‘God’s
“ nume, enly take what we have a righti to
“ demand! I forefe that: it will end in‘mit.
“ My with is to end my days in peace,”

- Notwithftanding the Emprefs's reluc-
tance to the meafure of {ifting by force on
any part of the Bavarian territories, it was
finally adopted .on that night, and bas been
fince carried into execution with incredible
eelerity. General * Langlois, and Count
Clairfait, by orders from the Court, entered
on the newly claimed . diftri®ts, without an
hour’s delay. They met, as might be fup-
pofed, with no refiftance from the Bavarian .
or Palatine Government ; and are already in
pofiefion of a very confiderable traft of
country. At the hour that I am writing,
fcarcely above a week after the receptionof
the news of the late EleGor’s death, we
kuow here that the Imperial Commiffaries .
ave occupied in numbering and marking the
houfes, throughout all the villagnof Lower
Bzvana. Troops are pouring in, to fuftain

X4 ~ thofe
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thofe which were: fent &t Grft ; and .if na
obftacles .of an’ unexpetied  nature fhould
arife, the whole ‘transfer will - be effefted
without' fhedding &' drop of .blootd, : 1
But, however tranquil affairs may be at
prefent, in o early a'ftage of the bufinefs ;
we are naturally led to afk, whether they can
terminate jn the fame manner?: Will the
Elector Palatine, who.is heir to".ths Duchy
of Bavaria and to every part of the fucceffion,
acquisfce without remonftrance in the glaims,
of Maria: Therefa and Jofeph? | Will hig
nephew and prefumptive fucceffor, the Duke
of Deux:ponts, fubmit to be thus defpoiled
of & country which he confiders as his fature
inheritance? Will ‘the Eleor of Sa,xony,
whofe mother is fifter to the deceafed
Prince, and of courfe his allodial heir, take.
o intereft in :the gffair? Even though all
thofe Princes,. from pohtmal weaknefs, or
from: any other motwes, fhould. tamely
allow ' themfelves . to- . be: 'plundered ;. can
Prufiia look on-uncdndesned, ‘while his moft
ﬁrmxdable,enany aggmndxzes himfelf, and
bio . extends
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extends his territoriesd: - Fréderic,” whofe
. vigilance never intermits, ‘will probably in-
terfere fooner or later, at Jeaft by negotiation,
if not by arms, What are the.prétenfions
of the Cabinet of Vienna? Qn: what fupe’
pofed . right of ‘confanguinity, .or. emﬁmg
treaty are. they founded,¥and how large is
their-extent? Onall thefe interefling points,
relative:to which we are here at prefent
completely ignorant,- g .thort .time muft
enable us to form an opinien, .

. The late EleGtor of Bavaria, though an
amlable, mild, and beneficent Prince, was
deficient in vigor and’ energy of charaéter.:
His facility of temper, added to the want’
of economy, produced nymeroys- abufes. -
Pofleffing ncither ambition nor military
talents, he manifefted no wifh to augment
his political power; and infiruéted by his
father’s example, he only afpired to maintain
his dominions in peace. By ‘the Eleétrefs
his wife, who was a Princefs of Saxbny,
daughter of Avguftus the Third, be has left
no iffue, and in him expires the Guliclmine

Line -
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Line of the Palatine Houfe. -As head of
the Rodolphine Buqch the Elefior Pala.
tine fueceeds t& his territories; but the
Ele®toral dignity becomes extin®. Charles
Theodore, the new Dulke of Bavaria, whe
bas Jong . fince reached Munich, is a man
of talents, a patron of all the fine arts, of
Jetters, and of learning. But, the exigency
of his fituation demands vigor, decifion,
and refources of charaCter. We fhall foon
fee whether he means to refift, or to fubmit
to the ‘Aufirian claims: a queftion which is
here difcuflfed in every fociety, -and which
may foon agitate all Europe. In my next
letter I {hall probably be ablé to fpeak more
decidedly upon the fubje&t.
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LETTER XI

'Pacgﬁc Afpelt of Affairs. --dmu }c of the
Court, and of anna,—Dq/cnptmz of @
« Courfe des Traineayr."—Socicty of Vienna.
o Beniowfky. — His Adventures, and Efcape
Jrom Kamfthatka,

Viexxa, January 26th, 3778.

Tnz political ftorm which fo lately
A threatened to overturn the repofe . of
this country and of Europe, appears, if we
credit every concurring account, to be paft.
We talk here of nothmo' except the con-
tinuance of peace, aud are only occupied
with amufements. The Elettor Palatine Lias
not merely fubmitted to the demands: of
Maria Therefa and Jofgph, but has evea
ratified them by-a formal flipulation. " Whey
ther the defire of tranquillity, bis inability
to refft fo powerful 2 compcetitor, ér any
wore concealed matives of private ‘intereft
have induced him to relinquifh fo large and
valuable a part of the Bavarian fucceflion,
w6 are unacqua,mted As he is however,
like
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like the late Ele&or, his predecefior, deflitute
of legitimate iffue, it 13 heceffary that the
Duke of Deux-ponts, his nephew and pre-
fmptive heir,  fhould likewife acquiefee in
the Aufirian claims. | Relative to the appro-
bation of the King of Pruhid, little concern
feems to be exprefied, and little ferious
oppofition on his part appears to be ex-
peQed, The Cabinet of Vienna probably
rélies on his age and infirmitles, his well-
known reluftance to engage again in war,
and his confcioufuefs of the ftate of prepa-
ration in which he would find the Houfe of
Auftria. Yefterday, Prince Jofeph Lob-
kowitz fet off for Mupich, to inveft the
EleGtor Palatine with the order of * the
¢ Golden Fleece,” in the name of their
Imperial Majeflies. It is a bad exchange
for his captured provinces. Indeed, his
whole conduét in the tranfation has not
tended to raife his charafler even here, for
magnanimity or fpirit. Lampoons are pub-
lickly circulated through Vienna, in which

he is treated with great feverity.
b While,
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. While,. by < the ripid and. fuccefsful
feizure of fo confiderable a territory ad<
Joining to Uppér Auftria and .Bohemia, . the
political -ppwer and dominions of Maria
Therefai are - greatly.dnd- indefinitely ‘augs
mented ; ;Viénna prefents€ fcene of amufes
ment and feftivity. ' Even the Court, which
is not in general cheerful,: has fhaken off its
formality; and relaxed.fomewhat of its ghs
vity. To the prefence of the Arctiduchefs
of Milan, wesdreindebted for fo unufual an
exhibitign''of gaiety and magnificence:’'She
13 a very pleafing and amiable Princefs, ‘an
Italian, daughter and heirefs of the Duke of
Modena. - Her perfon .is by no' means
beautiful, biit her manners ca.ptivéite*mﬁi
verfally.  As fhe loves diverfions, particulatly
daneing, the Emprefs, i ‘compliment. to
her, permits balls to be given'in the Impeyial
palace. All; foreigners of condition’ are i
vited ;--and {kie never fails to be prefenthers
felf in perfon. - But the imoft fingular; dewill
as fplendid; fpetacle. which Ihave witnefied;
1% -a “ ICourfe. des. Trameau‘x ”Under -the
Feigns
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teigns of Charles: the Sixth, and of 'the
late Emperor Francis, they were common }
but, Jofeph the Second ndither likes the
amufement, nor the expence attending it,
which is confiderable. .Several - hundred
carts:are always employed on the preceding
day, to bring fhow into the city, and to
featter it through ‘the principal ftreets, as
otherwife the fledges could not be driven
with eafe or fafety.

: . Dusing the préfent month, we have al-
ready had two * Courfes des Traineaux,”
-one by day, and the other by torch-light:
the firft of which exhibitions produced, i
my opinion, infinitely the fineft effe®. The
Emprefs Queen; accompanied by the Arch-
ducbefles Masia and Chriftina, repaired to
Mazthal Haddick’s houfe, in order to be
& fpeQatrefs of -them ; the Emperor declin-
ing to take any aftive part in the amufe-
1oent. . The Archduchefs of Milan, and her
fiter-indaw -thé . Archduchefs Elizabeth,
whofa fledges vere condufted by the Arch-
dokes Ferdinand and Meximilidn, ‘led the

7
N ‘ Wﬂy.

.")
an



COURT OF BRELIN, ETC. 819
way. More than thirty fledges followed,
dtawn up one behind ‘the other ; in each of
which was féated a lady, dreffed in furs richly
ornamented, and her head covered with
a profufion of jewels. ' Behind her flands
the nobleman who- drifés, commonly as
much-detorated with diamonds’as the lady.
The fledges themfilves, which form not
the leaft curious part of the fight, are gilt
and carved with great tafte, reprefenting
the figures of dragons, ferpents, peseocks,
or monfters; and. commonly coft fome
thoufand florins. Before each, run foot-
men, or Heyduques, fuperbly habited,
carrying long poles’in their hands. Even
the horfes are quite obfcured under the
multiplicity of trappings, plumes, and oma-
ments, with which they are loaded. The
“ Grand Ecuyer,” or Mafter of the Horfe,
always begins the proceffion. In this order
they drive with amazing velocity, through
alt the princioal firéets. and fquares of the
capital, for about two hours, and finith at
the fmperial palace: .

" Vienna
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Vienna offers-befides, gratifications to the
mind, far fuperior to any pleafure that
fpeCtacles fuch as thefe, however fplendid,
can afford. Many of the great nobility
open their houfes to receive company, and
feveral are conftantly at home almoft every
evening. Prince Kaunitz’s, and Prince
Colloredo’s apartments are ufually crowded.
There, among General Officers, forcign
Ewmbafladors, prelates, ladies, and courtiers,
are to be {>metimes found Laudohn, con-
feffedly the firlt military commander of the
prefent age ; and, though flill more rarely,
Metaftafio, the mofl beautiful poet in hig
line of compofition, which this, or, perhaps,
any other period has produced. The Eme
peror not unfrcjuently prefents himfelf
at thofe aflfemblies. As he is never an-
nouriced, and is accompanied only by a
fingle chamberlain, his entrance occafions
no confufion; and it has happeqed to
me to be for many minutes in the fame
foom, , before 1 have perceived "him,
&andmg behind a chair, or mixed in the
crowd.
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crowd. He loyes. to converfe, and is ex-
tremely commqmcqtave I h rd him re-
late his adventures, w}len travellmg through
the Bannat of Temefw??r and {ome parts
of Sclavonia, only a few evcmngs ago, with
equal vivacity and hum

Among the fingular cham;ters wluch
Vienna furnifhes at the prefent xpoment,
the celebrated €ount Beniowfki. I neet
him frequently in company, and have
liftened with admiration as well as enter-
tainment to the recital of his adxentures,
which excerd m audacity every thing, re-
lated of the Buccaneers in the laft centu;'y,
and have jufily acquired him no small repu-
tation. He is by birth a Hunganan, of a
noble extralion, and not above thirty-fix
years old. During the period of general
tranquillity which fucceeded to the peace of
1763, when Poland offered almoft the only
field in Europe for enterpmze and military
talents ; Bepiowfky, in common with many
of his countrymen, joined the Folifh con-
federates, who took up arms ag;é.inﬁ Stanif-

YOL. I. Y + laus
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Jausand his proteCiors the Ruffians. Their
caufe was unfortunaté; the far greater
number of thofe who ventured to oppofc
thie troops of Catharine, having perifhed
by the fword, or languifhed out their lives
in poverty, exile, and every variety of
wretchednefs.

. Beniowfky being. taken prifoner in one of
the fkirmifhes that took place among the
woods near the frontiers of Hungary and
Poland, was driven, with a number of other
captives, from Cracow to the city of Kiow
in' the Ukraine. They were chained, as I
hdve heard him declare, like wild beafts,
expofed to all the viclflitudes of heat and
cold, the feverity of which were rendered
more fenfible by the want of cloths, of food,
and of clednlinefs. Though incapacitated
Ly his wounds from walkm except with
the affiftance of crutches, he was not the
lefs compelled to perferm the march on
foot; fubjeéted to blows, and to every fpe-
‘cies of indignity, as well as cruelty.” More
tjma threefourths of* the number’ expxrea

on
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on the road; and the furvivors, ameng
whom was Beniowiky, were transferred from
Kiow to Cafan. While there, he endea-
voured to excite an infurre€tion againft the
Ruffian Government, in which he failed.
Having neverthelefs effe@d his efcape from
Cafan, he resched Peterfburgh without be-
ing difcovered ; whence he projetted to em-
bark for fome other part of Europe. He
had even contratted for his paffage in =
Dutch fhip, and was going on board ; when,
either by the treachery of the Captain, or
by the vigilance of the police, he was feized
and committed to prifon.

Catherine only liberated him from con-
finement, to fend him into exile. After
truvelling many weeks in a covered fledge,
over a fnowy wafte, furrounded by almoft
perpetual darknefs, he arrived at Tobollky
in Siberia; where he learned that he was to
be further fent on to Kamfchatka. Near a
year elapfed between his departure from
Peterfburgh, and his artival at that favage
and fequeftered extremity of the Ruifian

Ys Empire



3&&4 . MEVOIRS. 0B, THE

Emlm-e Having traverfed the immepfp
pertion of Afig nhxcl; fepagates Siberia from
Kamfrhatka, be foupdrofi his arrival at his
deftipaiion,. a number of eailes, {ome
among whom ' had_beea bis..friends and
companions. Afier receiving fire-arms, they
were ordered to provide their own fubfit-
lence, and likewife to furnith a cerfain num-
bor of furs and. fables for the ufe of the
Emprefss thefe articles confiituting the
prpcipal fuusces of her revenue. -

« Unfubdued by the nuture of lus fituation,
}_vlyt:h feemed to preclude lope, as well as
uffiftance, Beniow{ky counceived the during
projetk of firft liberating hymfelf, and then
of efcaping fram  the, ominions of Catha-
nine. _Having . concerged n;ya,furua for the
purpbfe with.this companiens, who offered
to: folloy apd ta, perith with’him; they at-
tacked theRuffien guard, end pus them to
the. fiyord. NWitheut lofing.an inflani, Be-
- giowlky, marghed Againft the fort, éntered
¥, gl ut to piecen, theagurrifon, stogether
itk Jhe governog hm(elf. dftar 2 defperats

P refiftance.

LRTY
»
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refiftance. They then feized onall.the furs
in the public magazines,: which they:put
on board a veffel that had been confiruted
for the purpefe of making difcoveries anmony
the vaft Archipelago of Islands featteted
the unknown beean betvwegn Afia anid’ Ame-
rica. Accompunied By near a’hundred of
his followers, he fot “fall, deftitate’ of any
mieans . except courage und defpairy fortyia-
vigating through latitudes equally- incle-

ment, as they are anexplored by makaers,
In ‘the courfe of his'voyage, Béniowhiy
had to encounter almoft every calamit@ by
which human natuge could be effbiled.: Fe
mine, ficknefy, mntmy, tempeft, and ﬂnpd
wreck threatened by turns:to- terxhﬂiite
his romantic life anil- adveritures.  After
vainly attempting to navigate notrth, By the
Frozen Ocean that furrounds the Pole, lid
flood 1o the fouth; resithed, he pretends;
fome of the 1ﬂands"ilepend“an,t -Op -J’apan s
and was hofpitably «reveived by ‘the nigtives.
In the ifland of Formofa, rendered ’fahwus
by the' pretended Hiftory of Phaltanafar,
Y 3 where
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\!l)kre ‘he - hkemfe landéd ; he entered (I
cannot clearly ‘underftand ‘on what pre-
'tenc.e,) into hoftilities thh the natives,
which. were produlive of very. fanguinary
ponfequences., Finally entering the river of
Macao'in Ching, he arrived. fafely at Can-
- ton, from .whence he returaed to Europe.
Juis xmpoﬁible to .contemplate fuch an en-
terprize, without a mixture of aftonifhment
end, admiration, mixed with incredulity.
The. gxpedttmn of the Argonauts, fo cele-
. brated in ankiquity; the chiefs- of which
were :raifed to almoft divine honours; can~
not. bear the fmalleft comparifon .in' real
, d,angmr or difficulty, wjth Beniowlky's navi-
. gatiop,, It may be queftioned whethes
, Colymbys himfelf had greater impedients
vmh -which to ftruggle, from the fea;s, the
" infubagdination, and the ﬁlperfht;on of his
followers, whq were. t;:iy time$, about to

) by tho Dake e  Ghoifeuls had
ongmall)
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. originally protefted and even. mde@ the
Polith _confederates, extended its notice- to
Bemowfky Deepiy nnpreﬂ‘e;l thh hxsaﬁo—
nifhing cqurage; and . fuccefs, the . Duke
dAlgmlloq, Choxfeuls fucceﬂ'or, not only
. caufed. hm; to be gra.ctqpﬂy recf;wgd in:
‘France, where he landed on: his, retirn. to
Europe ‘but he has fince conferred on, Be~
niowfky, varioys, mlhtary, Ppecuniary, and
honorary murks of the bounty of the French
Crown. . This extraprdinary adenturer was.
foon afterwards fent out. to Madagafcar, a.
part of the globe to which. the Cabinet of
Verfailles has. long diréfted its. attention; .
aml with the interipr, as well as prgducn
tions of wlnch country, they are far. ‘better-
acqtramted than ourfclves, or any Europeml
natioy. -I am affured that Bemowﬂsy, has .
aIready rendered  to Loms the- Sxxteenth
very 1mpprtant {erv:cep there 3 and it” :s
imagined that he will beagam Eatchedte
Madagafcar, to mveihgate !m gt]
the refources,. commercial and -poh acal,:
that unknown and extenﬁve Miand: . Hﬁ Ja
Y4 ’ e
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at p’refent on a vifit "histe Yo his htive cotins’
tiy, wheré hxé ﬁu‘pming‘ ad%ntures and:
defperite dtchibveinants hive'fecticsd him
the ‘moft ﬁatfén"mg rdgefition. " Peoplb of
every rank, “eréwd ‘Yound him t8:hear the
ftory*of his efcape from Kamfchatka, whith
he rdérunts With a coldnefs,and even phlegm,
that éncreafes its effoft’ on'the auditors,
The: linednents of hls countenance cor-
refponti’ v’vdnderfully with his hiftory, ‘and
hls‘whtile’ ’ﬁgui‘b whichis'robuft and vigo-
réus, cdtweys ‘thi idea of determined intre-
pxdxty During his cdmpaigns in Poland,
he recewéd rumerous wounds ; particularly
ohé Th' the’ haunch, which has much dif-
ableﬂ th from exeftions of n&mty ‘When
epofes* his' Bddy on the wounded fide, ‘
~ wihich'is' grédtly cortrated i cortfequénce
of the milfcfes' hvisig béen interfodted; he
: appears:o? 4’ mrdﬂlé*ﬂie hBut, when he
. theaulder 'Iég hﬁ fuddenly becomes
-‘ ,nbarﬁx‘f' {1 heighit. ' It id fuppofed that
y{hﬁ ﬁay‘ here will fot be’ of long dutation, '
o nﬁﬁ*ﬁm He meany fobﬂ'%o réttrn to #mme.

n
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in the military fervice of which Crown he
1s engaged. Should he ever by any acci-
dent fall into the hands ‘of'the Ruffians,
Catharine would probably facrifice him toy‘~
the number of her fubjeéts whom Beniowfky
put to death But, of fiich an event there ‘
feems little or no probability.

In my next, I may perhaps be able ta
conjeture’ with niore "affurancé, as fo the.
certainty of peace. At this moment, every’
thing befpeaks a continuance of tranquillity.’
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LETTER XIL - .

. R * A}
Iloftile Remonfirances of Pruffia, refpecling the
. Bavarian Succefion.~— Anecdotes’ of Marfhal

- Laey.— Anecdotes of General Laudokn,

Vienxa, February 16th, 1778.
SI\GF I wrote luft, the political {ky is
again became dark, and feems to por-
tend a.tempeft, though perhaps it may not,
immediately take place. The flattering in-
dications of peace, if not vanifhed, are at
leaft obfcured; snd Bavana, it appears,
may yet involve the German Empire in war,
Refiftance is not however expefted from the
Cebinet of Munich, nor from that of Man-
helm. ' On the contrary, we know#hat the
¢ Palatine, Duke of Bavaria; has al-
a treaty with this Court, by
which the; eq’mpletely cedes the contefted
difiriQs 10 Maria Therefa. But, from ano-
M‘  quarter, very ftrong oppofition has
dﬁn The Duke of Deux-ponts, far from
e ' acquiefcing
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acquiefcing in the renunciations of the Elecs
tor his uncle, has had 3 confidential .inter-
view at Potzdam with Frederic, for the pur-
pofe of effeCtually oppofing, in conjunétion
with him, any difmemberment of the future
Bavarian inheritance. Al the allodial, or
perfonal .property of the deceafed Eleot,
is claimed by his fifter, the Eleétrefs Dowa-
ger of Saxony.

Their joint reclamations might, never-
thelefs, be unavailing, if Pruffia could be
induced to remain paffive. But, however
averfe he may be to war, the King, it is un-
derftood, has manifefted his refolution not to
permit fo vaft an incorporatien of territory
to be effe€ted, without remonfirance. He
has already united himfelf with Saxony,
taken the troops of the Eloctor into his own
pay, efld fent reiterated memorials to Prince
Kaunitz, ftating the injultice of the preten.-
fions of the Imperial Court. No fymptorns
however of a difpofition to yicld, or even to
concede, are .vifible here. The language
held by Aufiria, is high, firm, and almoft
indignant. . Maria Therefa probably wiﬂ}:s

' r
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“for 'péane ; butuif e anay.belicve. deport,
onform’ajudgment fbom wppeavances; the
Emyperor défiresa.ripture rither than an
accorintwodmion. Nevery it muft be owned,
was the.Hotfe'of Auflria m begter prepara.
tion ‘far~war: *;Avtllery, troops, finances,
alt wie'rbady! on the fhotteft notice, ' . They
reckon likewife on Frederic’s age; on his
inabilitics of body, and natural reluétance
te:.commit his fame,’ us well as his acqui-
fitibns, to haaurd. .« Perhaps, they reafon
» well, At all .events, it is curious’ to con-
traft the conduél of the fame Princein 1741,
with his prefent lind of action.in 1778. He
began his thign by arpacking Maria Thercfa,
without: pwovocation ; by burfting in upon
Silefia, dnd ovettiming.the tranquillity of
Geymany, 'iti ordan. v aggrandice his' do-
pimiods.  In.the .nuemng of. life, dﬁirous_
of: peage, b flowdsf voiufes hins®If froin re-
pofers Jembsitkated; islitad of marching i into
Bethamin pi’eﬁ*ﬂs thmdelf us a harner
pgainft e ¢ I'mpcﬂdl- shyabition, which me-
wilegs ¥hé dndapasidadice, as well vs the idke- :
gﬁtj, Qﬂ the Germanic Syflem, o ot
Already
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Already varions_ regiments, partignlarly
feveral of cavalry, aye.upnder grders to march
towards Bohemia apd. Mgravia. Thofe of
Lacy, apd of Jofeph Callpredo, are arrived
here, in their way to Prague ar to, Oloartg,
No one doubts, that if #*war fhould gventu-
ally take. place, the Efperor means to ferve
in perfon ; tbut, the principal condul of the
campaign would be probably committed to
the “duo Fulmina Belli,” Marfhal Lacy,
and General Laudohn. If we ‘except the
King of Pruffia, and Prince Henry his bro-
ther; they may be juitly accounted the
greateft commanders of the prefent century,
in their different lutes.  The Ewmprefs Quecp
is fortunate in being able to entruft her
caufe to fuch,leaders. With Matfhal Lacy
I havg the honour to be acquainted, and tp
aeet him fometimes in private fociety. Ho
is now approaching towanrds his fixtieth yead;
but, it is impofiible not to perceive, that
when ypung, he muft have begh very hand-
Jome. In his perfon, he is tall and thin;
his camaplexion ﬁﬂp:y, and his featyres fm:l}.
‘ e
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Hehas the figure, deportment, and manners
of a man of quality; but, there is in them
full more of the courtier and the gentleman,
than of the foldier. Grave, and fomewhat
diftant on firft acquaintance, he becormes
afterwards pleafing and communicative. He
“fpeake French with #qual eafe and elegance ;
“éntertains  magnificently, and his table '1s
ferved with no lefs delicacy than profufion.
Though nov' advancmg faft to old age, he
 prefeives a youthful appearance ; and though
" he has been fix times wounded by mufket-
balls, he enjoys perfect health; ull the bul-
lots having been extratted, without injury
to hie conftitution., In his youth, he facn-
ficed to pleafure and diffipation ; but at pre-
fent he lives retired, mixes little with the
gay world, and pafies the evening of an ative
dife, 111 the enjoyment of a digrified repofe.
Poficfied -of an” immenfe fortune, partly
trabfinifted to him by defcent, and partly
acquired in the courfe of long and honour-
whle fervice? he ufes it as one, who, while
lu kitowé the valug of riches; i neverthis
“t lefs
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lefs fuperior to them.  Of an elevated mind,
above the little arts of intrigue, or of Court
cabal ; he is not lcfs refpefled than beloved,
by the Sovercigns whom be ferves,

Lacy is by no means, like Landohn, a
foldier of fortunc, though he has ¥ifen by
his talents. His extra®tion and family are
Irifh, but he was born in Ruffia. Son of
the famous Marfhal Lacy, who, in conjunc-
tion with Munich, commanded the Muf-
covite armies againft the Turks, and ob-
tained fo many viftories over them in the
laft years of the Emprefs Anne; it was in
that great fchool he firft learnt the art of
war. I have heard him fay, that his father
{fent him to ftudy at Lignitz in Silefia, and
afterwards at Vienna. In 1740, about the
time -§ Maria Therefu's acceffiop, Le en-
tered the Auftrian fervice, as an Enfign in
the regiment of Count Brown, afterwards
Marthal Brown, who was killed at the battle-
of Prague. Havifig diftinguithed himfalf
by 'a thoufand a&s of perfonal coutage,
alivity, and ability, he rofe fo rapidly td

the
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the rank of Major, that at the commence-
ment of the war Qf 1756 he was already a
Colopel, and foon became a Major-Gene-
ral. But, to Daun’s proteétion and friend-
thip, he was ppncwally indebted for his
elgvation: a patronage which Lacy repaid
by the moft faithful adherence, and the
gnoﬁ; effential fcyvices. Daun always had
recourfe to him when under embarrafliments
in the field, and Lacy conftanily urged or
propelled the Marfbal to meafures of deci-
fion. I have already fpoken elfewhere of
Finck’s furrender at Naxen, and of the
cclebrated rcireat from Torgau; on both
which occaﬁom Lacy, acquired immortal
honor, He has been accufed of mot ad-
vancing to Laudohn’s affiftance, when that
Gengral was beaten by Frederic at Lignitz ;
but the charge is, I ‘believe, univerfally
phpitied to be unjuft. |
A dﬁg;ae 9f -coldnefs, xu,ppro:mc}au;g to ri-
yahty, is howeyer fuppom to fubfif}, between
them, foch .as. e :&Qdip the laft qex;tug
.betweén Condu.nqd'l:’ursme Tbexr chyrac-
ters,
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ters, manners, and talents, are ipdeed, very
diffimilar. Lacy is not merely one of the
firft commanders of his time, admitted to be
fuperior even to Laudohn in the theory of
war, in the fcicnce of taftics, and in the
Judicious choice of ground for encamp-
ments; beis equally formed for the Cabinet
and the drawing-room, as for the field. En-
Joyng the molt diftinguithed place in the
Emperor’s confidence and affeCtion, that
Prince vifits him at all hours, converfes with
him on matters of bufinefs, while the Mar-
thal is dreffing, and is fuppofed to confult
him on every point of moment. Nor is it
only on military or political fubjects, that
Jofeph applies to him for advice and affifi~
ance. Lacy is the depofitory of his moft
fecret thoughts ; participates his domeftic
troubles; and foothes him in thofe moments
of dejection, difappointment, and chagrin,
to which a divided fovereignty is peculiarly
liable. In the difficult fcience of provifion-
ing an army, Lacy has no equal ; and heis
allowed to be the beft Adiujant-General i in

VoL. L. y/ Europe
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Europe To him, the whole arrangement,
dlﬁnbutaon, and management of the Auf-
trian forces is committed in time of peace.
The fpirit of order, fuftained by judicious
econoiny, which charatize him, enable Lacy
to regulate with eafe fo complicated, as
well as fo immenfe a machine. When we
reflect on thefe circumftances, we fhall not
be fiirprized that he has attained, and we
muft admit thot he deferves, the high fitu-
ation and fortune of which he is in pofieffion.
'With Laudobn I have not the happi-
nefs to be equally well acquainted, becaufe
though he underftands French tolerably
well, pe never converfrs in that language.
He fpeaks German, and Lhkewife Ruffian im-
perfeClly, on occafions; but, in company
his hgbitual referve rarely forfakes him.
“Nitumlly ‘modefl, taciturn, and fhy, he
 {carcely, ever obtrudes his opinions on any
Mmd,mthgt setiges from, natice, than
iolicits adiration,, As he has no houfis in
Yienna, he refides a¢ this time on his eftate,
‘Whout twe lengues off, ox the road to Lintz,
‘ in
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in great privacy ; €oming foimetiiiies, but
rarely, to pay his Court to the Sovereign,
or the Minifters. Among the latter, Prinoé
Kaunitz alone tteats him with marks of per-
fonal friendfhip ahl dif¥nRion. Neithet
his education, hi¢ manners, noy his habits,
qualify him indeed for the great world. In
a mixed fociety he is loft, unlefs the dift
courfe turn upon fubjeéls connetted with
war. Then his countenance fuddetly lights
up, and he becomes animated, elogaent, in
a word a different man. I have witneffed
with pleafure this tranfition.

General Laudohn., for he has not yet beth
created @ Field Marfhal, though Fréderit
chofe to addrefs Mim by that title at the
interview of Neéif¥ ; s now about fixty-two
years offdge, fomewhat infirin, thotigh ofi-
ginally of a togh and vigorotis cutiftifution.:
Subjet to violent difordersof fhe’ fothack
and bowels, which frétgﬁx’tly dhibedten htd
Xife, it ié to be fedrdd that o of el uf-
tacks may prove fifal to hith. Lik¢ Liey,
he rifts in height abové the middlé bu;

4
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but Laudohn’s figure contveys only the idea
of a foldier, rough, inelegant, and inured to
camps. His face is long and meagre, lus
_features coarfc and dark ; more, I believe,
from the effect of hardfhips, than from their
natural formation. He wears his own hair,
which time bas cosfiderably thinned, and
prefents to.common eyes, a lank and bony
figure, deftitute of animation or addrefs.
Under fuch on gxterior are concealed thofe
talents, which have rendered him fo juftly
celebrated, and which, on more than one
ogcafion, have fhaken the Pruffian Throne,
The Emperor, if he does not honor him
with the fame marks of perfonal confidence
and predile@ion which he fhews to Lacy,
is neverthelefs deeply imprefied with a fenfe
' of Laudobn’s paft fervices, and a conviction
of his great.abilities. As a General, the
 guelity whigh peculierly chara@erizes him,
is admitted to; Pk the rapidity and decifion
of hismovements. After yiewing the ground
huh, seconnoitring the pofition of the ecngmy,
.h"h%‘}ﬁs sefolution in a moment, and
’ 4 executes
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executes it with the velocity of lightning."
He is unable to a&t by a long train of re-
fleCtion, which only renders him irvefoluge,
as he lumfelf declares ; and it isco
afferted even by thofe who moft admlt his»
claims to faperior excellewve, that he is pot
formed to diret the complicated operationg
of a campaign.

Laudohn 1s by birth a Livonian, borp in
or about the year 1716, when that province
was already fubjected by the arms of Peter
the Great. His father was only a Lieutenagt
in the Ruffian armies, of Scotch extrefion,’
heing defcended from the family of Loudon,
though the orthography of the name has
undergone fome alteration in the lapfe of
time, or in the change of country. It r¢-
fleéts no hittle horror on the Scottith and
Iifh natiéhs, that they have given fo many
illuftrious commanders to Eorope, duri
the courfe of the prefent century. Keith,
Brown, Elphinftc ne, Lacy, Laudphn, as well
as various « thers of inferior regptation whom
T could rame in the hnggﬁé\, ’I(uﬁinn,

23 _ Saxom,
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¢h, snd Pryffan forvice, are proofs of
i gﬂ'pmon At o very early period of
his, 'Landohn, as tauch from neceflity as
fram jpelingtion, embraced the profeffion
of arms ; and he aftually fought in the
rapks, as a private foldier, under the Im-
perial Generals, during the thort war of
1733, between the Emperar Charles the
Sixth aund France. When peace was con-
cludc J two years afterwards, finding him-
felf withaut provifion of any kind, he was
again compelled to fpek for employment.
At the other extremity of Europe, the Em-
prefs of Ruffia, Anne, had jufl engaged ir
hoftilities #ith the Furks; and it is indif-
putable that Laudohn® marched, or rather
walked from Heidelberg in the Palatinate,
to the banks of the Black Sea, with his
knapfack on his fhoulder. Lacy and Mu-
njgh .being then occupied in the fiege of
Oczakaw, Laydohn Terved under them ; as
- he did q'pmig the whole progrefs of the war,
. tillits texmjzation in 1739- -

. Returning gnee tpore into Germany,ﬁ he
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firft attempted to enter, as a fubalter officer,
into the Pruffian armv ; but his éhdiny
proving ineffettual, he therefore in the ‘
of the year 1741, or the begifining of 1713,
found means to procure an Erfign's com~
miffion in the Auftnan ffevice. Froderic
could not then forefce, how dear ‘the re-
jettion of fuch an officer would cofi him.
Laudohn unaided by friends or connevions
of any kind, rofe flowly in mulitary rank
and honors. While a Licutenant, quar-
tercd m Hungary, he married a Sciavonian
woman, who poffeflea neither attradions of
mind, nor of perfon  Ofan obfcure family,
{} ¢ bronght him little or ro fortune. Sick-
ly, unerdncated, homely in her figure, fhe
nev'r appcars ih pablic ; and her prin-
cipal merit confifis in the attachment that
fhe feels fr her hufband, which rifes to a
fort of idolatry. They have no children,
nat, as I believe, had they ever any iffhe.
When Laudohn, attained to the rank of
Captain, Prince Kaunitz firft diftinguithed
him, and honored him with proefs of pecu-

£4 Har
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Jigr efteem ; a circumfiance, of which that
Minifter is with reafon vain. During the
war of 1741, he was wounded, and it is the
only material hurt he ever received in the
courfe of fo many ¢smpaigns.
T!.> eminent fervices which he rendered
to Maria Therefa between 1757 and 1763,
“were rewarded by her after the late peace,
with the donation of an eftate in Moravia.
She afterwards purchafed it of him for the
fum of eighty thoufand florins, or about
feven thoufand pounds flerling; and he
may now be efleemed wealthy, according
to the eftimation of competence in Aufina.
His military appointments, which in time
of peace, do not fall thort of near a thou-
fand pounds fterling a year, will be greatly
augmented in cafe of a war, as there can
he no doubt of his fervices being wanted ;
and his private fortung is, befides, ample.
We are pleafed, when we reflett that<fo
.illpftrious & man i not fuhjeCted in his
age to any Px:'m.tiom; ‘snd that he cannot
jg:ﬁ}y cmﬂaﬁy the jngratitude or negle
: of
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of thofe whom he has ferved. But, if he
has experienced the bounty of the Sovereign,
or the protettion of the Minifter, he has
felt not lefs fenfibly the jealoufy of the
courticrs, as well as the epmity of the anbi-
lity. They treat his perfon with cold uline-
tion ; accufe him of being unlit, iro v the
conftitutienal melancholy of his temper, to
contribute to the pleafures of focicty : and
even attempl to attribute his greatefl ex-
ploits more to fortuné than to merit.  There
ave neverthelefs, even in Vienna, many per-
fons of the higheit rank, who do juftice to
his fuperior abilitics, and who confider him
as the beft prop of ,the Aufirian monarchy
in a time of war or danser.

It might be thought invidious, and even
impropery, to draw a clofe comparifon be-
tween two living commanders, who have
refpeflively diftinguiflied themfels es fo much
in different lines, and who may yet add new
laurels to thofe which they have already ac-
quired. We may however fafely affert that
Lacy’s talents are more univerful, Landohn’s

more
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(Joore cancentrated. One is greater in the
theory of war, in the vaft detail requifite
for enabling armies to alt with effe®, and
in combining or dire&ing a variety of mi-
litary operatiops. The other has no equal

" in yapid, decifive, and fuccefsful execution.
Lacy 1s more refpeéted at Vienna : Lau-
dehn it more dreaded at Berlin, The for-
mer enjoys all the confidence of Jofph : the
latter pofieffes all the efteem of Frederic.
If the Aufirian officer looks up to the firfi ;
the Auftrian foldier has his eye fixed on the
, fecond, crowds to his ftandard, and eficems
himfelf certain of vifory, under fuch a
leader. Both have performed the moft fig-
nal fervices to the flate. But, it would be
unjuft to compare the affair of Maxen, or
the retreat of Torgau, however meritorious,
where Lacy ated in a fubordinate capacity
under Daun ; with the capture of Glatz
and Schv eidnitz, or the vitory of Landfhut,
in all whieh Laudohn commanded without
. a fiperior. If Lacy is more confidered by
the prefent age, in the circle where he
moves ;
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moves ; Laudohn will probably fill a much
higher place in the volume of fame, in dif-
tant times, and among foreign nations, when
the little malignities, prejudices, and par-
tualities of the hour are buried in oblivion.
But it is time that I clofE this Jetter.
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LETTER XIIL

Az{/tmn Preparatmns Jor War—Arrival of
Troops.—Croats.—Emprefs Queen’'s Repug-
nance to Hofilities.—ddvantages pofeffed by
Prufia—Eforts of the Archduchefs Chrifiina
to prevent a Rupture—Propofition of dif-
mantling V.enna.—The Imperial Palgce.

Viswna, March 19th, 1778.
uE die feems at length to be thrown,
and war is about to begin as foon as

the feafon will pertmt This city, which lefs
than four months ago, when T arrived here,
prefenteda picture of general and of perma-
nent tranquillity, *is now transformed into
an Arfenal. “The fireets of Vienna as well
as the public placcs, are crowded with can-
nonh, ammunition, baggage,and all the ap-
paratus of an approaching campaign. Every
day, new regzments arrive under the walls ;

who, after haying been reviewed, continue
their

Al
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their march towards Bohemia or Moravia.
Nothing can convey a more firiking idea of
the greatnefs of the Houfe of Auftria, the
magnitude of its refources, the extent of its
dominion, and the numbef*of provinces fub-
Je&t to Maria Therefa, than the fcene to
which we are here daily witneffes. From
the fhiore of the Adriatic, and from the foot
of the Appennine and the Carpathian moun-
tains, to the froniers of Moldavia and Wa-
lachia, troops are conftantly pouring in to
maintain her quarrel. Albanians, Croats,
Hungarians, and Italians, fucceflively arrive
in the vicinity of Vienna. So many diffe-
rent nations, united in one cuufe, remind
me Of the fabulous ages of the Earth, when
all Greece, or the lefler Afia, flocked to a
common Mandard, and fought under the
fame leader. .

It is in the irregular forces which Maria
Therefa can hring into the field, that fhe
poflefies a great, fuperiority over her adver-
fary. The Croats and Hungarians, fierce,
undifciplined, and fubje€led to fpaxcely any

military
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military laws, are attached to the Houfe of
Auftria by ‘ptejudices and predilettions of
religion, thanners, and education, peculiar
to themfelves. Frederic has no troops of a
fimiliar defeription to oppofe to them, equally
faithful and loyal. The Croat rarely or
never deferts: he is even incapacitated by
his ignorance of the German language from
mixing intimately with the foldiers of that
nation. A degree of primeval rudenefs and
fimplicity charatterizes them, totally unlike
the fpirit which animates the mercemary fii-
pendiary of modern armiés. Fathers of fa-
wmilies, followed by their fons, at the com-
mand of their Sovereigh, cheerfully quit
their habitations on the diftant banks of the
Drave, the Teifs, and the Lower Danube, to
{pill their blood in her caufe. Hitherto the
Croats have never been confidercd as regu-
lar troops ; but, it is now intended to clothe
and difoipline them like the otheér regiments
in the Auftrian {arvice. JItiss fight equally
* mrovel and pleafinig, to fee thefe corps arvive,
drefisd i the rude garb of their refpeive

8 provinces,
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provinces, and prefenting in their whole ap-
pearance, a contraft to the foldier of every
other European fervice. From the great
magazines in the neighbourhood of this aily
they are furnithed with ayms, accoutrements,
and all other requifites, before they profecute
their march towards the frontiers.

Maria Therefa derives neverthelefs, little
gratification or pleafure from thefe exhibi-
tions of her powet, and teftimonies of al
fettion to her perfon. It is no longer &
fecret that {he deprecates a rupture, and is
reluétantly dragged forward by her fon.
From the moment that mtelligence arnved
of the EleCtor of Bavariw’s death, fhe fore-
faw with regret 1ts probable confequences.
Having paffcd the aélive period of life, and
being oply defirous of repofe, fhe is not to
be roufed by prefenting to her view ob-
jeGts of ambition, or to be impelled by a re-
colle@ion of paft injuries fuftained from
Prufia. Thofe who have accefs to her, wit-
nefs the dejeCtion of her fpirits, and the agi-
tation of her mind on the arrival of every

couricr 3



352 , MEMOIRS OF THE

oourier; they fee her eyes perpetually red
with weeping, or fuffufed in tears. Inficad of
demontirating her fatisfaction at the promp-
titude, with which her orders for putting the
Auftrian forces in motion, have been obeyed ;
fhe avert her eyes from every difplay of her
military ftrength. Only a few days ago,
when one of the fineft regiments in the Im-
perial fervice arrived from Mantua, on the
Efplanade, cnder the walls of Vienna, no
enireatiey could induce her to look upon
them, from the apartments of the palace.
She runs with eagernefs to clofe the fhut-
ters, whenever troops pafs under her win-
dows. Anxious to prewent fo great a ca-
lamity as war, fhe pafies half her time in
prayefs and yeflerday fhe remained for
three hours on her knecs, in. the Cathedral,
invoking the * Divine bleffing to aid her ef-
forts for maintaining the peace of Gexmany.
Prince Kdgmith, i8.gloomy, thoughtful, and
lefs commyugicativg in fociety. His fitu-
ofon, whichs is-ja. fingular one, demands
coiigamiasy ‘gddeefs, in order, while he

preferves
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preferves the affetion of thé mother, not
to irritate, or alienate the fon, ‘%urmg his
long adminiftration, he has not, probably,
found himfelf in fo painful, or fo delicate a
predicament. The Empgror alond appears
unaffefledly gay, conftantly in aftion, on
horfeback before the fun is rifen, and ready
to receive with alacrity the various bodies
of troops on their arrival.

Whatever may be the final event of the
war which impends, two great advantages
attend Pruffia at its commencement. The .
firft of thefe refults from the juftice of the
caufe in which Frederic is engaged: for,
even here in Vienna, the claims fet up by
the Houfc of Auftria on the Bavaran fuc-
cefflon, are by no means confidered as in-
conteftabjs. In addition to fo important a
circumfiance, which is neither to be de-
fpifed por forgotten, we fhould recolle&
the allance amd co-operation of Saxony.
That fertile and powerful Eleftorate, co-
vering the whole frontier of " Brahdenburgh,
is already in Frederic’s poﬁ‘eﬁon, and muft
de protefted by hiswarms, "I itis the eaufo

VOL. I. .. AA of
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of the Gerinan Enpite in general, it is the
canfe of Saxony ‘in a fpecial manner, for
which he is about to fhake off’ the infirnu-
ties of age, and after fo long a period of
repofe, to appear again in the field.  Sup-
ported by the Savons, while be is fupylied
from Mifnia and Tufstia with provifions, he
ran commence ofienfive operations, and ren-
der Bohemia the unmediate theatre of war.
His ntimate hnowledge of that country,
where he has made fo wmany campaigns.
muft necefiuily give bum o vaft fuperiority,
aned perhapy enabie bim to wreft the north-
¢rh proviuces wom Maria Therefa,

Befides the other nwtives which imped
the Emprefs Queen to deplore hofhlities, i
to be gondidered the peculiar pofition ofdker
daughter, the Archduchefs Chriftipa, Thai
Princefs, who is tendéily beloved by Maria
Thereto, was married near twelve years ago
o Prince Albert of Saxony, fon to the late
King of Polund, and uncle of the reigning
Elector. Thus adopted into the Aufirian
farily, he has ever fince refided principally
in the Court of Vienna, where he has apart-,

. nfinte
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ments in the Imperial palace.  Having been
conftitated Governor of Hungary, in that
capacity he and the Archduchefs occupy
the euile of Prefbure; but they are now
here on a vitit 1o the Emprefs, over whom
her danghter poffeffes a , great afcendant.
She 15 warmly attached™o her bhufband ;
who on his part, {ron intcrefi, as well o
trom a fenfe of honor and grettude, feels
bhanfelf not Iefs bound to efpoufe the Auf-
trian canfe, and to fhed, . neceffary, his
hHhaod in the prefent quarn ], As it is fup-
pofed that he will commuund one of the
o~ es defringd to act agamlt the common
enemy 5 i the difcharge of that duty, it
mn be Lis lot to enter Drefden, and to
detolate the dominions of the fanily from
which he Crings.  Such a conflict of prin-
cipdes n‘:l obligations, cannot fail 1o be
deeply painiul 10 a mind of fenfibility. The
Acrchduchels, his wife,is known 1o be aflietted
by it in the ‘}ivelie& manner. She depre-
cates the profpeft of a rupture, which muft
involve her hulband in ‘unfpeakable embar-
raffinents : and {fhe has more "than once

AA 2 thrown
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thrown herfelf at her mother’s feet, conjur-
ing her with tears, while it is ftill time, to
recede froia her pretentions on the Bavarian
fucceffion, and to ftop the effufion of human
blood. The Emperor who can neither be
unacquainted with this fa, as may naturally
be prefumed ; nor is ignorant of the Arch-
duchefs’s influence over the Emprefs, may
one day refent, and even punifh her oppo-
fition to his favoritc meafures.

The Carnival is now at an end; and
Lent, which is here obferved with extra-
ordinary rigor, in compliance with the Em-
prefs’s devotion, leaves me more at leifure
to vifit the principal obje@s of curiofity in
Vienna. This capital conveys to a forcigner
no mean idea of the grandeur of the Auftrian
line, under whofe fceptre are united fo many
feattered kingdoms and provinces. Thofe
which have been dificvered from it in our

“own time, within the luft fifty years, would
form of themfelves a potent Monarchy.
Naples, Sicily, Sardinia, Servf;, Bofnia, and
Silefia, all belonged to the late Emperor,
Charles the Sixth, at different periods of

' his:
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his reign. Marfhal Colloredo told me, a
few days ago, that he had been in garrifon
at Belgrade, at Mefiina, and at Breflaw,
when each of thofe places formed a part of
the Auftrian dominions. Vienna is not only
populous, but the fireets arc crowded with
people of various nations. In my walks, I
conftantly meet with Hungarians, Greeks,
Turks, and Poles, all habited in the pecu-
har drefs of their refpeftive countries. No-
thing is more pi€lurcfque and amufing than
fuch a diverfity, which rarely occurs in
London, or in Paris.

It is not, however, the city of Vienna,
ftriétly fo denoniinated, which difplays either
the extent or the magnificence of a capital,
fuitable to the eleflive Chief of the German
Empirc, the hereditary Sovereign of fo vaft
a tract gf Europe. The neceflity, whether
real or imaginary, of fortifying Vienna, con-
trafls it to a very narrow compafs; indeed,
to fo fmall a fpace, that I have walked com-
pletely round the ramparts, at a quick pace,
within fifty minutes. But, the fuburbs,
which inveft it like a belt, and which are

AA3 enly
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only feparated from it by the Efplanade, are
far fuperior in magnitude, as wcll as in
beauty and elegance, to the ciy itfelf.
There the great nobility principally refide
in furnmer, when not abfent on thair eflates,
or not ferving in the field. Probably, the
next century will fee Vienna difmantled, wnd
rendered, like Peterflurg, or Berlin. un-
open place, I have heard the qucfion fre-
quently agitated during my flay here, whe-
ther it might not be made fo ut this tin.e,
without danger, The Turl.» arc no longer
formidable as they were in the fisvtcenth
century, under Sohiman and el ; and the
fiege of 1683, when Legpold ficd to Paftau,
will not be fpeedily rencwed 11 our time.
Againft the King of Pruflia, the moti formi-
dable adverfary of the Houfe of Auftiia, the
Danube alone forms almoft a fulficient pro-
teclion, if guarded by the Imp-ial forces
eutrefiched behind the river. Bug Maia
Therefa has not yet forgetten thal mn 1741,
the French and Bavarians advanced to St.
Polten, fcarcely four leagues diftant; and
that in 1758, when Frederic Lefieged Ol-

mutz,

L
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muts, terror and conflernation pervaled:
Vienma.  The recollefiion of thfe difaftrous
feenes is too deeply imprefied on her me-
mory, ever 1o be cerafed ; and as often as
the fuhject of difinantling Vienna has been
mentned to her, the exclaims, T have
“ alady twice feen this city a frontier
 carrifon, expof 1 to hourly attach; I
“ will not wmmerefarily expofe myfelf 1o
 yumilar or greater misfortunes in my old
“ poc 1t is bowcever, more than pofiible
that Jofeph, whenever he fucceeds his mo-
ther, may adopt an oppofite line of policy
an | condudt.

The p lace of she ** Favorita,” fo fre-
quvnrly mentioncd by Jiady Wortley Mon-
taguc, in which Charles the Sixth expired,
is now converted by lus daughler, into a
feminary of ;ﬂucahon. Never was any re-
fidence 1#¢ prineely, or even commodious.
Refemﬁ rather a nunnery,* than the ha-
bitation of a fovereign, it flands in one of
the fircet#of a dufiy fuburb, without the
fmallefl court or area in front, and com-
manding no profpe€ whatever. The Bel-

AA4 “ videre,”



sfo MEMOIRS OF THE

% videre,” which belonged to the great
Prince Eugene, and which was purchafed by
Maria Therefa, from his only daughter and
heirefs, the Princefs of Saxe Hilburghaufen,
1s far more fplendid. Conftruéted on a fine
eminence, at the extremity of the Carin-
thian fuburb, it enjoys an extenfive view,
terminated to the fouth by the lofty moun-
tains of Styria. Magmﬁcent as it is, none
of the Imperial Fam:ly ever inhabit it ; and
the Emperor has therefore, converted it into
8 repofitory for paintings. Some of the
houfes of the great nobility far exceed in
beauty, as well as in elegance and grandeur,
either the “ Favorita,” or the ¢ Belvidere.”
Fhe Imperial palace itfelf, which is fitu-
ate within the walls of Vienna, wher® both
the Emprefs Queen, the Emperor, and {0
many other, members of their Family are
lodged, conveys fcarcely any idea of the
‘Majefty of the modern Cefars, thye fuccef-
fors. of Charlemagne, and the pretended
reprofentatives of Auguftus. Agwaft, con-
fpfed mafs of building, without fymmetry,
plan, or. architeture, it confifts of feveral
courts
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courts communicating with each other,
eretted in different ages, and occupying a
prodigious fpace ; but deftitute of any, even
the fmalleft garden. The apartments which
her Imperial Majefty inhabits, are indced
pleafant, becaufe they have a fouthern af-
pect, and in winter may " be fuid to form a
comfortable, if not a princely refidence: but,
before the end of May, the heat commonly
renders them infupportable. Within the cir-
cuit of the palace, are not only comprifed
various houfes, appropriated to fome of the
great Officers of State and Minifters, who
are lodged at the expence of the Sovereign ;
it includes befides,, in its immenf¢ circum~
ference, a fuperb Mancge; the German
play-houfe ; the royal library, the cabinet
of natural hiftory; the jewel-office, where
are preferved the Imperial and Bohemian
Crowns ; no lefs than three chapels, in one
of which the Emprefs ufually hears mafs
every day; and the “Jeu de Paume,” or
Racket Court. The Emperor plays fre-
quently at this game, in which he is tole-
rably expert. I faw him yefterday, in &

grey

Wt
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grey jacket, and th, k woifled flockings,
engaged at it for a confliderable time, with
his brother-:n-law the Duke of Saxe Tefchen,
and two noblemen who made the party
The eacraile, which modd'fis violen , mught
prove pceuliuly Ll to the Emperor, who
isafleCled withan anccafiam bus Iy When
"he 1s Leat d. the juife son of the aitery 15
fo ftrong, that T am af v ¢d 1t mav be per-
ceptibly felt vith the fincay, through the
thickell flocking. It 15 cunwous to 1 fle &t
that the deluny of Gcinwany and of Furope
might be materally changed m an mftant,
by the burftn. | of a blood-veficl, the coat
of which cannot eaceed the thicl nefs of a
wafer.
Early in the courfe of next month, I may
probally viit Hungary, but T fhall wite
agau, before I quit ths capital.
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LETTER XIV.

Anecdotes of Mctaffafio.—Stale of Public Affairs.
—Departure of the Emperor Fofeph to join
the Aimy in Bohemia.

Vs, Adpred oth, 1778,

I\sn,u» of wearying you with details

of the nilitary preparations, which here
occupy the attention and converfution of
every fociety 1 let me, before 1 fet out for
Buda, oratify your curtiolily on another fab-
jedt. You ath, whether 1 have feen Metal-
tafio, and you defire to hear fome papticu-
lars relatine to fo illufirious a perfon. He
1s {o little feen in Vienna, that a firanger,
unlefs introduced to him at his own houfe,
may pag many months, I had almoft faid
years, without often meeting him. I have
been twice in company with him at Prince
Colloredo’s, where he is commonly found
on great fefiivals: but. ncither his inclina-
tion, his flate of health, nor bis period of

. life,
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life, allow him to mix much in crowds. * To
Prince Kaunitz’s he never comes; for they
are not on terms of amity. Whether the
mifunderflanding has originated with the
Minifter, or may be altributed to the poet,
is a point much contefted ; and on which I
am unable to give a decided opinion.

If however, he does not enjoy the friend-
thip of the Mimfter, he has, for near fifty
years, been conflantly honoured with the
fmiles of the Sovercign. The invitation of
Charles the Sixth induced him to quit Rome
for Vienna, and the patronage of that Mo-
narch fixed him here for life. Though he
has exchanged the banls of the Tyber, and
the daflic air of Ttaly, for the ungenial chi-
mate of the frozen Danube ; lus fancy does
not appear to have fuffered either in delicacy,
or in luauriance, from the tranfplantation.
Yet the late Emperor, while he rewarded
Metafiafio with munificence, and loaded him
with carefles, did not fcruple to fetter the
powers of the poet, by impofing on him re~
ftraints fcarcely compatible with the enthu-
fiafra of genius. Metaftafio, in compofing

12 his
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his fineft pieces, was always obliged to ac-
commodate the opera 1o the length of time
which the Emperor indicated or com-
manded. Endowed with more than ordi-
nary fenfibility, it may naturally be fup-
pofed that he could not rgfift the effeét of
beauty. The Countefs d’Altheim, one of
the moft charming women of the Court of
Vienna, was the objeét of his paffion. She
had been previoufly beloved by Charles the
Sinth himfelf, who was fuppofed to have
been admitted by her to the ufual privi-
leges of royal lovers; nor was it till after
the deceafe of his Imperial rival, that Me-
taftafio ventured to divulge his flame.
Even then, as if confcious of his temerity,
he drew acrofs it the myfterious veil of
poetry and fition. He has celebrated the
Countefs 'Altheim under an imaginary
name, in various of his compofitions. Whe-
ther fhe returned his affe@ion, is doubtful ;
but Meteftafio’s attachment, like Petrarch’s
for Laura, or Taffo’s for Leonora d’Efté,
never excceded the limits of refpeétful

homage,
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homage, and de.nanded no improper fa-
crifices.
- This celebrated perfon, who 1s now near
eighty years of age, though he enjoys un-
eomrnon health, beins to bend wivler the
preflure of time. Thofe who kuncw lum
intimately, affure me that he is exceedingly
broken and altered within the laft five ycars.
In lus perfon he is fhort and thick, but nci
corpulent. His countenance is expreffive ;
his nofe difproportionately larye, and s
eompleaion pale or rather fallow, hke an
Italian. He always wears the drefs of an
Abbé, and nothing can be fo fi flematically
methodical as Tis manner of hfe. Matal-
tafio rifes betimes, goces out every day at o
quarter hefore twelvesto heur mafs, et
home, and dines pun(tually at tne.  For
near, or quile thirty vears paft, hie Ins nevas
dincd out any where.  In the vening Iy
repairs conftantly, when his health perryis,
to the houfe of Mademotfelle Figarolle.  She
18 a woman of quality, poficifes a very cul-
tivated mind, and thongh no longsr youue.
- fle
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i htaery jutfiants, peeabiaily in the perafal
of the ¢rvat wuters of antpuwty,  Metafe
taio {; s Trench, and converfis in Ut
Janzaa « with faalr, , lut, like, every
Etalan, Lo prefers his mtise tongue.  He
1~ well ldged, on o thud floor, in the
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s, 00 a at Liv aaabo b pounds ttep-
Lo, a1 oweese pt Vorrane, 1 bliese

he
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he is, without difpute, the wealthiefi poet
now exifting in Europe. From his infancy
he feems to have been not lefs favoured by
Fortune, than enriched by Nature. No
perfon here with whom I have converfed,
ventures to affert pofitively the name of his
parents; and cven the precife place of his
birth is hardly lefs contefted than was that
of Homer. He was born either in Tufcany,
or in the Papal territories ; but unqueftion-
ably of an origin very humble and obfcure.
When a boy, like Pope, * he lifped in
numbers ;” compofed verfes without eftort,
or almoft premeditation, and recited them
in the ftreets of Rome, to which city he had
been carried in his childhood. It was there
that his uncommon powers excited the
wonder and attention of Gravina, one of
the mofi emmnent legal praétitioners of Italy,
in the beginning of the prefent century.
Such was their effcé on him, that he took
the boy home, educated him, and finding
his capacity expand with his years, Graviua
adopted him, and made him heir to his

little
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little fortune. Even his real name is totally
unknown, or at leall very problematical.
The denomination which he bears, and
which he has rendered fo celebrated, was
given him by Gravina, either to conceal his
original name, or as a fuhftitute; Metafiafio
being a word of Greek derivation, and
evidently fattitious. Charles the Sixth, by
inviting him to Vienna, and amply reward-
ing his talents, placed him above depen-
dance. The prefcnt Emprefs has rendered
him wealthy. He now pafles the evening of
life, in the midit of the mofl delicious repofe,
furrounded by ecvery comfort, eafy in his
circumftances, and fecure of immortality as
long as poetry and genius arc admired
an.ong men.

This morning, the Duke of Saxc Tefchen
fct out fgr Olmutz, accompanied by the
Arehduchefs his wife, who quitted him at
the diflance of fome leagues, to return to
this city : a feparation which did not take
place, without violent emotions on her part.
It is underftood that he is to command the

VOL. L Bs army*
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army of Moravia, aided by Marfhal Had-
dick: an appointment probably chofen
with the intention of removing him to a
diftance from Saxony. All the preparations
and 1ndications of afpeedy rupture, between
Auftria and Pruffia, continue. I.audohn,
who at length has been created a Field-
Marfhal, i3 already arrived in Bohemia,
where the ftorm 1s expected to burft. Yet
negociations fiill fubfitt, and couriers come
almoft daily from Drelden or Berlin, which
keep alive the hope of peace. The Empe-
ror’s depariure 1s however fuppofed to be
nnminent, after which esery rational prof-
pect of an accommodution muit be at an
end.  \We know that the Archduke Manai-
milian and Marfhal Lacy are to accompany
him. My neat letter will be written from

fome part of Hungary.

POSTSCRIPT.
April 12th,
The Emperor went yefterday to join the
semy. He and his brother Maximilian rofe
* ¢ at
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at four o’clock in the morning ; and as foon
as 1t was light, they walked for fome time
on the ramparts, waiting for the Emprefs
Queen, in order to take leave of her. When
fhe was ready, they repaired to her apart-
ment, and proceeded togeiﬁer to the chapel
in the palace. There, on their knees, they
paffed above an hour in prayer, invoking
the Divine affifiance on the Auftrian arms.
Maria Therefa was cxtremely agitated
during the whole fervice : but, when at the
conclufion, fhe prepared to bid her fons
adicu, her grief became too ftrong for her
frame. She held the Emperor long in her
arms, fobbed, and, at feparating from him,
nearly fainted. Jofcph tore himfelf from
his mother’s embraces, carrying with him
her parting benedi@ion. Marfhal Lacy is
gone with them, and they took the road to
Olmutz, from which city they repair to
Prague. 1 am fetting out for Efterhazi
in Hungary.

. BEB2
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LETTER XV.

Journey to Buda.~Flagellants.—State of Hun-
gary—Turkifk Edifices at Buda.—Public
Balhs,

Bupa, April 19th, 1778.

ILEI‘T Vienna a few hours after I had
concluded my laft letter, and have becn
already three daysin this city. The contraft
between thc Hungarian and the Auftrian
capital, is one of the moft firiking to be
conccived. Never perhaps were two nations
more diffimilar in manners, drefs, and ap-
pearance, than the German and the Hun-
garian. Even the fuperflition of Vienna,
is far outdone by that of Buda. The firft
objecl vifible from the windows of the Inn,
on the morning after my arrival, were flagel-
lants marching flowly through the fireets,
dyvered with blood, and dragging along
crofies of a vaft weight, followed by crowds
- of
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of people. It was Good Friday, and the
whole cily feemed to be animated by the
fame fpirit of penitential and gloomy de-
votion. I could have fancied myfelf tranf-
ported to Toledo or Madrid, as defcribed
by Madame de Danois, nébr a century ago.
The flagellants wore hoods or facks over their
heads, in order to conceal their faces : but
their backs, which were entirely naked, bore
the fanguinary marks of the fecourge infliéted
at every ftep. Iam affured that the perfons
who fubmit to this voluntary punithment,
are frequently men of rank, and that the
practice is by no means confined to the in-

ferior orders, or to the bigotied vulgar.
1t is not my intention to enter on the
particulars of my journey through Hungary.
I flopped for a few hours at Riab, a city
memorably for being the termination of the
Ottoman conquefts towards Germany. Hap-
pily for the Houf: of Auftria, the Sultans
advanced no further. Amurath the Third
made himfelf mafter of it, towards the clofe
of the fixteenth century; a period when the
BB 3 Imperial
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Imperial family, under the feeble govern.
ment of the Emperor Rodolph the Second,
was funk into the moft deplorable ftate of
political annihilation. Much of the road to
Buda lies near the bank of the Danube, which
is of very confiderable magitude. Itis firik-
ing to behold fo noble a river flowing ma-
Jeftically in filence, through one of the richeft
countries in Europe; but almoft deftitute
of commerce, navigation, or population.
From Riab to this city, a tratt of near a
hundred miles, I faw fcarcely a fingle boat
or fail of any kind upon the ftream. All 1s
folitary and inamimate: how unlihe the
fcenery of the Rhine,*or the Loire, where,
at every curve of the river, villages, caftles,
and habitations prefent themfelvesto thecye.
It is by no means in the tyranny orincapac ity
of the prefent government, that we muil
feel. for the principal caufe of this defolation.
Hungar,, till the period of the acceffion of
the late Emperor Charles the Sixth,in 1711,
for more than two centuries, the mofi
rtunate kingdom of Europe. The pro-

14 vinces
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vinces of the new world were not mere cruelly
plundered by the Spanith conquerors ; Perts
and Mcxico werenot more ravaged by Cortez,
or Pizarro, than Hungary was defolated by
the Turhith Sultans.  Solyman the Magni-
ficent and his fuccefiors, 'gepe:ttodly carried
off the greater part of the inhabitants into
flavery, without difiin€tion of age, rank, or
fex.  Completely madters of the kingdom,
and in pofleflion of Buda the capital ; if we
exeept the royal title and ornaments, fearcely
any thing clfe remumed to the Houfe of
Auftria. It is only ninely-two years fince
the expulfion of the Turks from the city
where T am now writing ; Charles the Fifth,
Duke of Lorrain, at the head of the Impe-
rial forces, laving entered 1t at the Breach,
in 1686, afler a long and defperate re-
fiftance.

To the Ottoman devafiations, fuccceded
the oppreflive tyranny of Leopold and of
Jofeph the Firli, fearccly lefs deftruttive, or
lefs fanguinary. Perpetual infurreétions, and
attempls at cmancipation, were reprefled
under thofe Princes, with all the feverity of

BB4 arbitrary
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arbitrary power. The fcaffold of Eperies, a
tdwn of Upper Hungary, continued for
many months at the commencement of the
prefent century, to exhibit a fcene of hlood
the moft revolting to human nature, and
which has no parallel in modern hiftory.
Scarcely have two beneficent reigns of near
fourfcore years, clofed thofe wounds. A great
length of time, and a wife admimftration,
fuflained by the judicious encouragement of
indufiry, arts, and manufaétures, cun alonc,
by their united operation, reftore Hungary
to its jufl rank in the fcale of nations.

Buda prefents at this time many curious
monuments of the Mahorpetant tafte, as well
as fitperftivon. In the lower town, on the
very edge of the Danube, ftands a mofque,
with its munaret, in perfect prefervation,
which is now converted into a manufatory
of falt-petre, , Though defaced by time and
negle®, it conveys no unfavorabie idea of
Turkifh architeClure. Its figure is an oftagon,
and it conflituted the principal rehigious edi~
fice of the city, while Buda was under the
@ttoman yoke, But the hot baths, from
19 whiel.
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which I am juft returned, are a ftill more
amufing objefl of infpeflion. It was im-
poflible not to recollett, while confidering
them, the defeription given by Lady Wortley
Montague, of the baths of Sophia. Men,
women, and children were bathing promif-
cuoufly, or lying round the bafon, ftretched
in a variety of attitudes. The females,
though not altogether naked, were nearly
in that itate, and the greater part excited
no fentiment except difgufi. I faw, never-
thelefs, among them, one or two tolerably
pretty figures, occupied in eombing each
other’s hair.

The Turks while in peilfeflion of Buda,
during ncar a hundred and fifly years, feem
to hive paid particular attention to the cons
ftruction and prc fervation of the public baths.
They aresfpacious, and ftill form a principal
recreation of the inhabitants, who pafs many
hours almoft every day, cither in bathing,
or indolently reclined on the fides of the
bafon. The heat is, neverthelefs, fo great,
occafioned by the vapor which arifts from the
water, thatitis fcarcely fupportablebcyond a

few
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few minutes. Every part of the building
is compofed of ftone, the vaulted roof being
perforated with holes, in order to admit the
light. The water, which pours continually
into the bath, through two or mere channels,
18 ftrongly 1mpregnated with mineral quali-
ties. Though the price paid for bathing by
the common people, which is only about a
halfpenny, cannot exclude even the lowefi
vulgar, yet no diffolution of manners 1s found
to arife from fach a promifcuous concourfe
of both fexes, in a flate approaching to
nudity. The baths in the Rafcian or Scla-
vonian fuburb, are flill hotter than thofe in
the Hungarian town. Both metit peculiar
attention, as being, I believe, the only edi-
fices of the kind that exift in Europe, which
have been conftruted by the Turks, beyond

the aftual limits of the Ottoman dominions.
Every country has had its periods of com-
parative felieity, glory, and tranquillity.
The golden age of Hungary, was unquef-
tionably the reign of Mautthias Corvinus,
m the fifleenth century ; when Buda, onc
of tba' moft pelithed and civilized capmzls
in
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in the world, the feat of arts and letters,
mightlook down with contempt upon Vienna.
The Emperor Frederic the Third, driven
from that city, and reduced to wander igno-
minioufly over Germarry, beheld his Palace
occupied by Matthias Corvinus ; who little
imagined that the Houfe of Aufina, from
fuch a ftate of deprcflion, would fo foon
emerge into power and profperity. Bat,
with their independence, the Hunzarians
loft their political pre-eminence ; and Buda,
like Prague, abandoned by its Princes, fuc-
ceflively funk into the deferted capital of a
Turkifh, or an Aufirian province. The
Archduchefs Chriftina and her hufband,
rarely or never vifit 1t: when they re not
at Vienna, they refide at Prefburg, where
the infignia of the crown are always pre-
ferved.'®Yet, the fuperb fituation of Buda,
in the center of the hingdom, and the local
beauties, as well as advantages of its pofition,
might well challenge the preference. To-
morrow I fhall continue my journey towards
Schemnitz, on a vifit to the Hungarian
Mines.
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LETTER XVIL

Journcy from Buda to the Mines at Schemnilz.
— Mines of Cremnitz.—Prefourg.—The Caf-
tle.~—State of Public Affuirs at Vienna.

" ViFnna, May 16th, 1778.

I'r is full feventy miles north frem Buda to

the mines of -Schemnitz, through a wild,
mowntainous, and in many parts an almoft
uninhabited country. The peafants, male
and female, partake of the rudenefs of the
foil, and appcar to be in e ftate of penury,
or rather of mifery. Few of the women
had any covering below the knee, cxcept
boots; while the men were wrapt in black
theep fkins, with the wool outward. Even
the pofiillions who drove us, had no other
covering ; and their long mouftachios, added
to their fur bonnets, gave them the appear-
ance of Tartars, more than of Europeans.
iy be town of Schemnitz, where I pafied three
days, in order to vitit the mines, ftands in a
valley
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valley furrounded on all fides by lofty hills;
and may be faid to impend over a hollow
abyfs, the ground on which it is built, being
every where excavated or undermined. Even
in the midft of the prigcipal market place,
there are fhafts or openings, by which one
may immediately defcend many hundred
fathoms into the earth.

Having put on a miner’s drefs and bonnet,
preparations which arc indifpenfable, on ac-
count of the water that every where oozes,
or drips through the fiffures of the mines;
1 entered them, not as I had done in Sweden,
where I was lct down in a buchet, but by
means of ladders that conduét from one fub-
terrancan gallery to another, through pai-
fages fo narrow as fcarcely to admit a fingle
perfon at a time. Four little boys attended,
holdingplamps. In proportion as we de~
fcended lower inlo the earth, the heart per-
ceptibly increafed, ’till it became, in fome
places, almoft too clofe or fuffocating for
refpiration. Though it was fcarcely eight
o'clock in the morning when we entered the

mine
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mine, we did not arrive before eleven, at
“ the gallery of the Emperor Francis;” fo
called from its having been confiruéted un-
der that Prince’s reign.  Here I found myfelf
full fifteen hundred feet under the opening
of the higheft fhaft. This ftupendous cata-
comb or gallery, which extends in length
near fixty thoufand feet, or more than feven
Englifh miles, has coft the flate immenfe
fums to make, as well as to repair and main-
tain ; the incumbent earth being every where
fupported by beams of wood, frequently
placed double and triple. Some hundred
thoufand florins arc annually expended for
the purpofe. Below the Emperor Francis's
gallery, there are twootherftories, the deepeft
of which 1s three hundred feet beneath; but,
as they contained no particular objeét of
curiofity, we declined vifiting them. In no
part does the interior of the mine open into
caverns or chambers of confiderable fize;
the largeft which I faw, being {carcely capa-
ble of containing forty perfons: a point of
comparifon in which they are very inferior

-8
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as objefls of grandeur or admiration, tothe
mines of Danmora in Sweden.

Though gold, filver, copper, and lead,
are all found in the mines of Schemnitz,
the laft mentioned forms jn point of quan-
tity, the predominant metal. Their original
difcovery is almoft loft 1n the barbarifm and
obfcurity of the middle ages; but, it is
indifputable that they have been worked
for eleven hundred years. At this time they
find employment for near twenty-fix thou-
fand men, women, and cluldren, in the
different departments or procefles. An
admirable police is maintained ; no criminal
or malefaétor beingsever fent there, and no
female permitted even to enter the nfines.
Unlike thofe of Dalecarlia, Carniola, and
many others in various parts of WKurope,
which arefa fort of fubterranean colonies,
the workmen at Schemnitz never fleep below.
After fix, eight, or twelve hours of labour,
they remount, and are relieved by others.
The Turks, who were fo long fovereigns and
mafters of the far greater part of Hungary,

*  never
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never took pofleflion of Schemnitz, though
they penetrated to a village only two nules
diftant. Content with exafting an annual
tribute of fome thoufand florin,, they indo-
lently abandoned the produce of the mines
to the Aufirian Princes.

Nothing can be fo precarious, flufluating,
and incapable of calculation, as the annual
profits derived from them to the Crown;
becaufe, at moments when the vemns of ore
are moft abundant, they fuddenly difappear,
and frequently deceive or difappoint the ex-
pectation of the moft experienced miners.
About twenty-thiree years ago, juft before the
commencement of the great war of 17506,
they yielded fo little, thatit became a quef-
tion, when all the expences attending them
were defrayed, whether the Emprefs Queen
was a gainer or a lofer. But, precifely at that
time, when the {tood mofi inneed of pecuniary
aid, the workmen difcovered veins fo rich
and produétive, that during fome years the
gains were prodigious, amounting annually
10, feveral millions of florins, They have

fince
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fince been gradually diminifhing, though by
no means to fo reduced a degree as they
were in 1756. At prefent they continye to,
be highly profitable; and befides employing
fuch numbers of people,, bring in a con~
fiderable revenue to Maria Therefa. The
Baron de Seeberg, a Tranfylvanian gentle-
man, who is one of the Intendants, accom-
panied us through the mines, and furnifhed
me with the moft fatisfaflory information
refpeéiing them.

Direéting my courfe to Cremnitz, which
13 near twenty miles north, and at no very
counfiderable diftance from the foot of the
Carpatinan mountains, that divide Hungary
and Poland, I arrived there in a few hours.
The mines of Cremnitz produce only gold
and filver exclufively; neither ivon, lead, nor
copper, béimg found in them. They fall far
fhort of Schemnitz in magnitude,as well asin
value and importance; only about eighteen
hundred perfons being conftantly occupied
in the various departments; and of feven
mines which are worked at this time, two

VOL. I. Ce alone
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alone produce any confiderable profit. I
was let down into the mine of St. Matthias,
one of the deepefl, fituate about a mile
* from the town. Having been placed on a
fort of leathern feat, faftened to an iron
chain, in twelve minutes I found myfelf at
the bottom; during which time I had de-
fcended eight hundred and feventy-five Eng-
lith feet. I was afterwards drawn up in the
fame manner. The fenfation is rather pleaf-
ing than difagreeable, as the confcioufnefs
of being thus fufpended over a dark abyfs,
is accompanied with a convittion of the
abfence of all real danger. I traverfed a
confiderable part of the mine, fometimes
walking, at others crawling on my hands
and knees, or defcending from gallery to
gallery, by means of ladders. The heat
was more oppreflive than at Schemnitz ;
but the paflages were dry, whereas in the
former, water oozed or poured down in
almoft every part of the mine. Here I had
an opportunity of feeing the two fpecies of
gold ore, the pale and the red, which lay
feattered
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fcattered 1n heaps. The produce is how.
ever, if poffible, ftill more precarious than
at Schemnitz. Two years ago, after every
expence defrayed, they yielded about eigh-
teen thoufand pounds fterling; laft year,
only feven thoufund entgred the Imperial
treafury, frec of deductions. No certain
calculations can be made on that head.

It is near a hundred and twenty miles
from Cremnitz to Prefburg, through a very
beautiful and romantic, as well as populous
part of Hungary. Inferior to Buda i
population and extent, Prefburg is more
compatt, and the buildings are more mo-
dern. On a very fteep hill, at the extremty
of the city, overhaaging the Danube, is built
the Caftle, which forms the ordinary refi-
dence of the Duke of Saxe Tefchen, and the
Archduchefs Chriftina, Governors of the
kingdom/# The apartments command an ex-
tenfive view over the vaft plains of Hungary
and Auftria: even Vienna may be defcried, at
the diftance of near five and twenty miles.
Below flows the river, divided into feveral

cce channels,
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channels, and enclofing a number of finall
iflands, covered with wood.

In one of the turrets of the Caflle, are
preferved the Crown and royal ornaments.
So jealous are the Hungarians of their pre-
fervation, that they cannot be fhewn to any
perfon, unlefs upon producing a written order
from the Emprefs Queen herfelf. Even then,
a deputation of the nobility and clergy muft
attend, for the exprefs purpofe. No Euro-
pean nation his manifefted a more tenacious
and inflexible foirit of independence, than
the Hungarian. Nonhe has made more def-
perate, though often ineffeCiual efforts, to
emancipate themfelves from oppreflion, or o
maintain their political freedom. This re-
mark muft neverthelefs be underftood of the
nobility only; for the people at large are
equally ftrangers to the theory, and to the
praftical benefits of liberty. Itis by a ju-
dicious conceffion, not only to the rights of
the’ nobles, but to their prejudices and
mutional cuftoms, that Maria Therefa, during

than feven and thirty years, has main-
tained
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taned her influence over them undiminifhed.
In the Hungarian loyalty, when driven from
Vienna at the commencement of her reign,
fhe found the fureft and beft fupport of her
tottering crowns. I could not furvey the
great hall of the Caftle of Prefburg, without
recolleéting that it was the fcene where the
Nobles unanimoufly drew their fabres, ex-
claiming, “ Our lives and our blood for your
* Majefiy " Neither ancient nor modern
Hiftory prefents any event more affeéting,
or produétive of more important confe-
quences.

In my way tq Vienna, about three leagues
from Prefburg, I viewed the remains of the
Roman colony or ftation of Carnuntum, con-
firu@led by them on the fouthern bank of
the Danube, 1n order to reprefs the inroads
of the Quad1 and Marcomanni. Mounds of
earth, and one very decayed gateway aof
Roman workmanthip, mark the fpot. |
patfed over the ground upon which ftood the
camp of Cara Muftapha in 1683, when he
befieged Vienpa. Tt covered more than

cc3 twa
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two leagues in extent, and tradition points
outthe precife place where the Vizier’s tent was
ereted. Hisignorance,temerity,andavarice,
faved the Auftrian capital, by allowing John
Sobiefki time to come to its relief, after it had
been abandoned by the Emperor Leopold.
I find the political afpet of affairs no way
materially changed fince my departure frgm
this city ; and war ftill impends, though it
is not aftually begun. The great Aufirian
army is affembled in Bohemia; and the
Emperor, who remains at Prague, is occu-
pied in accelerating its motions. Frederic
is in Silefia, at the head of his forces, ac-
éompanied by his two nephews, the Prince
Royal, and the Hereditary Prince of Brunf-
wic. The Eledtor Palatine continues to
preferve a pacific and inglorious neutrality,
while Saxony is armed and zealous in the
Pruffian caufe. It is pretended that ne-
gotiations are again opened between Jofeph
and the King, for adjufting the points in
conteft. But, if fuch be the fact, we are
bowt in total ignorance of their nature,

progrefs,
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progrefs, or probable refult. The Emprefs
Queen is already gone to the palace of
Schonbrun, where fhe may indulge her
emotions in folitude, undifturbed. Vienna
itfelf has loft much of its gaiety, from the
abfence of fo many officers employed on
military fervice. In a few days I fhall
probably fet out for Poland; all means of
pafling through Bohemia being fufpended
by the circumftances of the prefent crifis.

€C4
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LETTER XVIL

Fourney through Moravia to Cracow.—Afpect of
that City.—Palaces.—Ruinous Condition of
Cracow.—Polifh Drefs.— Marriage Fefiivi-
ties~-State of Poland in 1378.—Enterprize
of Choify, and his Defence of the Caflle of
Cracow.—S8alt Mines of Vielicza.

Cracow, June 3d, 1778.

AFTEE 8 ftay of near fix months at
Vienna, 1 left it on the 24th of May,

and reached Olmutz the following evening.
That city, the capital of Moravia, prefented
an interefting and anireated fcene, full of
troops, and prepared againft attack. Every
precaution has been taken for its fecurity,
in cafe of a fiege. All the convents are
converted into magazines or barracks ; the
univerfity is removed to Brinn, and the or-
dinary garrifon is confiderably augmented.
X walked round the place without the walls,
a8 it is not permitted to mount the ramparts;
and I am not furprized at the long refift-

ance



COURT OF BERLIN, ETC. 393

ance which it made, or at the final repulfe
that Frederic experienced before it, when he
befieged Olmutz in 1758, juft twenty years
ago. The river Morau, together with
feveral other fireams that, unite near the
walls, form fo continued a morafs round the
town, as to render all regular advances dif
ficult, flow, and hazardous. Prince Albert
of Saxony and Marfhal Haddick, who have
under their command a numerous army,
will probably proteét Olmutz againft any
fimilar attempt during the prefent fummer,

Continuing my journey through Auftrian
Silefia, I arrived at Tefchen, a miferable
town; from whencel had only eight leagues
to Billitz, which, previous to the late parti-
tion of Poland, formed the limit of the
Emprefs Queen’s dominions. The country,
rich, fertilépand populous, formed a firiking
contraft to the towns, in which every fpecies
of poverty and wretchednefs feemed to re-
fide. I croffed, beyond Tefchen, the river
Viftula, there a [allow torrent, fcarcely

twelve miles from its fource in the Carpa-
thian
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thian mountains ; and after being detained
for feveral hours at Billitz, I entered the Im-
perial Poland. Before the partition of 1772,
the Palatinate of Cracow extended to the
frontier of Auftrian Silefia; but, fince that
memorable event, Maria Therefa’s domi-
nions are pufhed ta the edge of the Viftula,
and to the fuburbs of Cracow itfelf. Ihad
flattered myfelf with reaching that city,
the evening of the fame day on which
I left Billitz, the diftance between the two
places being only fixty-fix miles: but,
about two leagucs from Cracow, the horfes
having tired, we were obliged to pafs the
night in a wood. A peafant, after fome
hours, relieved us from our embarraffinent,
and I arrived early next morning, the goth
of May, on the fouthern bank of the Viftula,
oppofite to Cracow. Crofling the river over
a loofe floating raft, as it might more pro-
perly be termed than a bridge; after a
fatiguing journey from Olmutz, I gladly
found myfelf in a tolerable houfe, kept
-by a Frenchman, on the great fquare of
the
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the ancient capital of this difmembered
kingdom.

Cracow cannot be vifited by a ftranger,
without exciting at every flep, emotions
of mingled compaffion and indignation :
pity, on contemplating the fallen flate of a
city once flourifhing, populous, and cele-
brated ; now rumons and deferted : indig-
nation, when we reflect on the abjett flate
to which a country is reduced, where pub-
lic fpirit is exlinét, the Crown degraded,
the Nobility exflaved, or driven to wander
in eule, and its fairefl provinces divided
among foreizn Powgrs.  On entering Cra-
cow. cvery objet prefented the image of
dotolaton  Houfes, uninhabited and tum-
bling into ruin, as if recently facked or
abandoned y an encmy, firuck me on all
fides. Lven in the mofl frequented fireets,
many of the fineft buildings are falling to
decay. The Caftle, which once conftituted
the royal refidence of the Polifh Kings, built
on an eminence at the fouthern extremity
of the city, partakes of the general de-

ftruttion.
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firuftion. In the apartments, which now
begin to admit the inclemencies of the
weather, are fiill to be feen the devices and
cyphers of the Sovercigns of the family of
« Vafa,” who governed Poland for more
than eighty years, during the laft and the
preceding century. The walls, as well as
rooms, bear melancholy teftimony to the
altual calamities of the country. They are
full of the marks of fhot and cannon balls,
difcharged zgainft the Caftle, when Cracow
was befieged by the Ruffians, only ten years
agn. General Apraxin, after a defperate
refiftance, entered it by ftorm in Auguit
1768, putting to the fword all who oppofed
him. From the hill on which it flands,
the view is beautiful, commanding the city,
the courfe of the Viftula, und the country
to a great diftance, bounded towards Hun-
gary by the Carpathian mountains, whofe
fommits are white with fnow, or loft in the

clous.
Within the walls of the Caftle, clofe to
that part of it which may be denominated
the



COQURTI OF BLRLIN, ETC, 397

the Palace, ftands the cathedral, where res
pofe the bodies of the various Kings of Po-
land, from Sigifmund the Firfl, of the linc of
Jagellon, in the fixteenth century, down to
Auguflus the Second of Saxony incluﬁve]y,
who dicd m 1733. John SoBiefli is among
the number; but, to my aflonithment, he has
no monument erected to his memory. About
a mile out of Cracow, to the north, is like-
wife, another palace, which, though now in
a flate of total dilapidation, bears the marhs
of former {plendor.  In the gardens, which
are comerted to purpofec of hufhandry,
and covered with gram, a Tumulis, thrown
up meic than four humdred years ago, by
Cafinur the Great, Km(r of Poland, at-
tratted my attntion. It is defigned to
commemorate the fpot where his miftrefs
is buricd. She wasa JewelS, named Efiher;
and fuch were her perfonal charnis, as well as
her afcendant over the King, that to thefo
circumftances her countrymen are faid to
have been eminently indebted for the iin-
munities civil and political, which Cafimir
beftowed
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beflowed on them, and which to this day
they enjoy in Poland.

The effefts of national barbarifm, ne
lefs than of political humiliation, perpe-
tually imprefs the mind, on furveying the
afpe&t of the city from which I am writ-
ing. Till within the laft two years, it was
not wholly paved ; and nothing can be fo
execrable as the prefent paving, which
fcarcely indeed deferves the name. There
is not a fingle lamp in the place. No
precautions are ufcd to cleanfe the firects,
which of courfe become infe€tious in fum-
mer, and almoft impaflable in winter.
Spouts projefting from every houfe, inun-
date the paflcnger whenever it rains. The
bridge laid acrofs the Viftula, is only a
colleftion of planks, floating on the firean:;
over which a waggon fcarcely ventures to
pafs. I vifited the Univerfity yefterday,
which is mean, ruinous, and deftitute of
every thing requifite for the education or
inftruétion of youth. The arfenal is con-
verted into a ftable; and the population of

Cracow
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Cracow has diminifhed in proportion with its
grandeur. On numbering the inhabitants a
hittle time ago, they were found to fall fhort
of ten thoufand, among which are included
a great proportion of beggars, or perfons in
the laft ftage of wretchedncfy. The town of
Cafimir, which is a fort of deferted fuburb,
ftill more miferable than the city to which it
is joined, may contain likewife, it is fuppofed,
about five thoufand perfons, principally Jews;
no individual of that nation being permitted
to refide in Cracow. If we eftimate the
whole number of people at fifteen thoufand,
we fhall rather exceed, than fall {hort of the
truth. Yet, this was the ancient metropo-
lis, and is ftill accounted the fecond city of
Poland in fize, population, and extent.

The Polith drefs continues here to be
much worn by perfons of every rank,
though it defenfibly and annually becomes
lefs univerfal. At Warfaw, I am aflured that
it is in a great meafure already fupplanted
by the German modes and manners. There

s
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is fomething martial, rude, and charateriftic
in the Polith habit, which by no means
difpleafcs. It breaks that tame and infipid
uniformity of external appegrance, which,
in the courfe of the prefent century, has
almoft entirely fupplanted the ancient na-
tional diflinétions of drefs throughout Eu-
rope. The Portugueze, the Ruffian, and the.
Neapolitan of condition, are now no longer
diflinguithable from each other; and all the
former originality of garb, which diferimi-
nated one nation from another, is extinét.
The Poles alone, who have furvived their in-
dependence, have neverthelefs tenacioufly
preferved their former habit, which hitherto
the Ruffians have not attempted to compel
them to renounce. A “Piaft,” or gentleman,
thus clothed, prefents a firiking contraft to
thofc of every other country. Hisbead,which
he fhaves, is covered with a large fur bonnet.
He wears a fort of huffar’s drefs, with long
hanging fleeves, a fabre that reaches to the
ground, ond boots. His enormous Mouf-

tachios
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tachios complete the ficrce fingularity of
his figure, and remind us of his Sarmatian
origin.

I was a witnefs, two days ago, in a cottage
not far from this city, to the revelry and
feflivity obferved on the %arﬁage of two
Pohth peafants. The bridegroom was a
tall, handfome young man; and the in.
tended bride, though not beautiful, might
be termed very agrecable in her perfon.
She wore a jacket laced with gold, which
fitted exadtly to her fhape; and while it
modeftly concealed her neck, betrayed the
formation of her figure. Her hair, parted
on the crown of her head, was ornamented
with a cap, compofed of gold thread, and
a garland of flowers. DBehind, her hair,
mn great quantity, fell down her back,
braided wigh rofe-coloured ribands. When
I came into the room, it was filed with
peafants of both fexes, half intoxicated.
The young bride fupported herfelf againft
the wall, while her lover, quite unreftrained
by the prefence of fo many fpeQtators, paid

VOL. I. D»p his
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his court to her by every teftimony of
drunken and favage pleafure. He lcaned
againft her, howling, whiftling, finging, and
hallooing by turns in her ear. From time
to time, he prefented her glaffes of beer,
which fhe never refufed. But, when he
attempted to take liberties with her perfon,
fhe affefled to oppofe his carefles, and to
repulfe his freedom. At a little diftance was
feated the bride’s mother, in a pleafing ftate
of partial inebriation, regarding attentively
the two lovers. Round them were feveral
young men, who attended on the bride-
groom ; and fix Polifh girls in waiting on
the bride. Thefe females were dreflfed ex-
aftly like her, having circlets of flowers
about their heads, and feveral rows of coral
round their necks. In the adjoining room,
a number oi’ peafants, male and female, were
engaged in dancing. The men wear enor-
mous boots, fortified with iron heels, which
they firike continually againft each other.
‘It formed altogether a moft entertaining
exhibition of barbarous mirth.

‘ Such
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Such is the abjeét and fuhjeied condi-

tion of this city, that even its internal pro-
teftion and police are not entrufled to the
Poles.  Catharine the Second, who placed
Staniflaus on the throne, notyonly maintains
him in it, but extends her maternal care to
everv part of his remaining dominions.
Her troops, to the number of about one
hundred and fifty, are quartered in Cracow,
and fubfified at the expence of the inhabi-
tants. Nearly as many more, of whom a
third part are Coffacks, difperfed in the
furrounding villages, awe the country, and
maintain the publick tranquillity. On the
Southern bank of tlre Viltula, not a mufket-
fhot difiant from the fuburbs, where the
territories of Maria Therefa now commence,
a guard of Aufirian foldiery is fationed.
For, in confquence of the late partition of
Polund, Cracow, which previouily fiood in
the midft of the Palatinate of the fume
name, is beccome a frontier place, expofed
to hourly infults, whenever circumflances
may impel or induce the Emprefs Queen
to caufe her forces to advance further into

DD 2 the
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the hingdom. It is difficult to conceive a
tenure more precarious than the -one by
which Staniflaus continues to hold the city ;
and over which, in faQt, his {upremacy is
merely nominal. In the fuburb of €afimir,
there are ftationed, it is true, between
one and two hundred Polifh troops, who
are paid by and in the fervice of the Re-
public, not of the Crown of Poland. But
they cannot a, except in obcdience to
the orders of the Rufiian Commander, who
receives his inftru@ions from Catherine’s
Embaffador at Warfaw, whofe pleafure
1s paramount to all laws, or centrol of
any kind. -

During my flay here, I have had opportu-
nities of enquiring every particular, relative
to the celebrated enterprize of Charlot and
Choify, who, little more than fix years ago,
furprized the Caftle of Cracow; and after-
wards maintained it for feveral menths,
againft the whole Ruffian force, ftationed in
this part of the kingdom. Few attempts
of & fimilar kind haye been more hardy,
better planned, or more fuccefsful. The

19 detail,
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detail, which is not uninterefting, will con-
vey an idea of the incapacity, as well as
pufillanimity, that have difiinguifhed the
condu® of the confederate Poles, in all
their ill concerted attempts to fhake off’ the
Ruflian yoke, and to emanc"pate their coun-
try. During the intefline troubles and civil
wars, which defolated this unfortunate
kingdom for feveral years, fince the elec-
tion of his prefent Majefty to the Crown;
he has owed his proteion and prefervation
folely to the Mufcovitc troops of his power-
ful ally, Catharine the Second. They en-
tered Cracow, at the Brcach, in 1768;
and more than fifteen hundred were ftationed
here us a regular garrifon, in the com-
mencement of the year 1772. At that
time, an army of Poles, confederated under
various logglers, in order to oppofe the ty-
ranny of the Court of Peterfburg, having
approached the place, encamped fearcely a
league off, Ingher up on the Viftula. In the
camp were many French Officers, who had
either been font to aid the Confederates by
the Duke-de Choifeul, during the time that

PD 3 he
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he was firft Minifier of France; or who,
deflitute of occupation in time of peace,
had fought fortune and employment at the
extremity of Europe, among the Poles.
Of the number was Monfieur de Choify,
a man whofe energy of mind rendered him
capable of conceiving, and his intrepidity of
executing, the boldeft defign. Having been
apprized that the Ruffians, ftationed 1n the
Caftle of Cracow, wero negligent and care-
lefs in their guard, he found means to cor-
rupt a Polith futler, who lived in the for-
trefs, and who fupphed the garrifon with
provifions. Encouraged by a promife of
reward, this man offered to aihifi the Con-
federates in furprizing the Cafile, and even
engaged to become their guide. Jle ac-
quainted them, that there was only one
entrance unguarded, by which they could
probably effeét their defign; which was a
common-fewer, or neccflary, that emptied
ttfelf acrots the wall, on the outfide of the
hill.  Through this channel, it was there-
fore determined to make the attempt; and
én the day agreed, the futler facilitated its
execulion
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execution by giving en entertainment, in
honor, as he pretended, of the anniverfury
of his daughter’s birth. The Ruffian Licu-
tenant who commanded in the fortrefs, was
invited to the banquet; and afier fome
hours of convivial fdhvlty, was carried off
from table, in a ftate of intoxication. The
number of foldiers ftationed within the
Cafile, did not exceed fifty, many of whon
were in the fame condition with their Come
mander.

Meanwhile the confederate army having
approached the city, on the fecond of Fe-
bruary 1772 ; Choify, at the head of about
three hundred fpllowers, favourcd by the
night, advanced along the bank of the Vif-
tula, unperceived, quite under the Cafile-
walls. In Choify’s little band, was a young
man, caljed Charlot, a native of France,
who having been reduced, on account of
his irregulanties, to the neceflity of quit-
ting his country, had joined the Polith in-
furgents. He was feleéted to conduét the
party deftined for the enterprize; a com-

DD 4 miffion
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miffion which he ufdertook with alacrity.
Accompanied by about thirty volunteers,
chiefly French or Germans, he mounted
the hill, which is exceedingly fteep at that
place ; having previoufly taken the precau-
tion of turning their coats infide out. The
hole is fuall appropriated to the fame ufe of
a common-fewer, and has undergone no
alteration, except that over it is now laid a
grating of iron. But, inftruéted by expe-
rience, a Ruflian fentinel conftantly mounts
guard on the fpot, to prevent any repetition
of the experiment. It 1s indeed, matter of
furprize, that fuch a place fhould ever have
efcaped obfervation.

Charlot having entered the fewer firft,
bis companions followed fingly, it not ad-
mitling more than one abreaft. After
wading for fome way, up to their armpits,
they fuccefsfully cffected their object; and
as every inftant was precious, they hegan by
difpatching the fentinel, pofted at the place
where they emerged from the fewer. The
fuller laving joined theni, Charlot, with

ahout
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about fiftcen of his followers, haftened to
the Lieutenant’s apartment, which he en-
tered {fword in hand. Waking with the
noife, the Ruffian officer infiantly difcharged
a loaded piflol at him, thg‘. ball of which
broke his thigh. He ftaggered back, and
fupported Iimfelf againfi the wall, while
lus companions difpatched the Lieutenant.
They then proceeded to put to the fword,
or to fecure, the remaining part of the gar-
rifon ; while others, without lofing a mo-
ment, opened a little poftern gate, at which
Choify entered, with his troop of two hun-
dred and feventy.

Being now completely maflers of the
Calfile, Choify left a fmall number of men
o guard it, and fallied out into the city, at
the head of the remainder. So admirably
had the efterprize been cxecuted, and
with fo little noife or diflurbance was it
attended, that the Ruflian forces quartered
in Cracow, were perfe@ly unapprehenfive
of danger, as well as unprepared for refift-
ance, According to the plan concerted

between
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hetween Choify and the Cloefs of the con-
federate Poles, it was fettled, that as foon
as he had got entire pofieflion of the fortrefs,
he fhould without delay attack the Mufco-
vite foldiery pofted in the town. On their
part, the Confederates engaged to make
themfclves mafters of iwo gates, than which
nothing could be more cafy; and to fall
upon the enemy in the rear, who would
thus have been enclofed between two fires.
Cheify fulfilled his part of the agree-
ment with equal punCluality and fuccefs.
He even advanced with fo much filence
and fcereey, through the ftreets of Cracow,
that he got within fifty paces of the grand
guard, beforc he was either perceived or
difcovered. The Rufiians then beat to arms,
and repulfed his little troop. Under thefe
circumftances, totally unfupported, he ne-
verthelefs fuflained the aflion for more
than two hours, continually retreating, in
momentary expeftation of being fuccoured
by the confederale forces; but, none ap-
peared, Gu the contrary, with unparalleled
incapa.
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incapacity or pufillammity, they retired
without making any effort, and abandoned
lum to Ins fate. Thus deferted, and over-
powered by numbers, Choify fell back, re-
gaincd the Caftle, and fhutythe gates on the
cnemy. Though defiitute of all afiiftance,
be defended himfelf with no lefs bravery
than flll. It became ncceffary to march
troops from Warfaw, to the aid of thofe at
Cracow, and the umted forces did not fall
fhort of four thoufand. Near nme hun-
died Rulftans perthed 1 the vanous af-
faults, given dunng the cowde of the fiege ;
andd 1t was 1ot till near five months after
the furprisc of the Caltle, that the befieged.
having totally exhauficd their ammunition
and provifions, were under the neceffity of
fubmitung at diferetion.  They weare feat
to Siherid, accordng to the landable prin-
aples of Catharme’s policy, m order to
dcter others from followng thar example.
Choify himfelf was not exempted from fo
ngorous a punifiment.  Charlot bemg ren~
dered meapable of wallang by reafon of his

wound,
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wound, remained a prifoner in the hands
of the Ruflians. It is with pleafure I add,
that both thofe gellant, but unfortunmate
gentlemen, together with fome others of
the French taken in the Calftle of Cracow,
have fince been permitted to return to their
mtive country.

Thus terminated an attempt, which, had
it been properly fuftained by the confederate
Poles, might have had great and important
political confequences : perhaps, might have
at leall delayed, 1t'1L had not averted, the
partition of the kingdom, that took place
immediately afterwards. But, the Poles,
though enthufiafiic in thejr eflorts to main-
1ain, or to recover the independence of their
country, have always been deficient n
jundginent, defultory in their conduét, and
precipitate in their proje€ts. To thefe cha-
radteriftic national defeéls, may in great
meafure be attriluted their deftruétion.
Before T quit the fubjeét of Cracow, I fhall
fuhjein the fate of the futler who introduced
Charlot into the Caftle, which is not the

leaft



COURT OF BERLIN, ETC. 413

leafl trogical or interefhing part of the nar-
ration. No fooner had Choify got pof~
{effion of 1he fortreds, than his{ifi care nas
to fend thi+ man away, after revarding
him with a prefent of one &undred ducats,
and enjoining him, as he valued his life,
inflantly to lemve Doland. The futler
obeyed, and in a few hours reached Billitz,
the firft town in Aufirian Silefia, where
he might have remamed in perfect fafety.
His wite and two children were prepaning
to follow him. But, after fome flay at Bil-
litz, he had the imprudence to return 4o
Cracow in difguife, having perfuaded him-
felf that the Ruffians would not difcover
him. Being foon recognised, he was con-
demned to the punifhme at of the * Latogs;™
a mode of e\e:,uuon common in Mufcovy,
which is iffiGled hy flogging or !tnkmg
the criminal on the back with a thong, in

which is contained a picce of lead. Under
this fentence he expired, the viétim of his
own folly and temecrity, on the very {pot
where Charlot had been admitted into the

Caftle.
I returned
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I returned yefterday from vifiting the
falt mines of Vielicza, fituate two leagucs
off, in the Imperial Poland, on the fouthern
fide of the Viftulu. Afier being let down
by a rope, as in thofe of Cremnitz, to the
depth of about two hundred and thirty
feet; our conductors led us through galle-
ries, which, for loftincfs and breadth,
feemed rather to rcfemble the avenues con-
duéting to fome fubterranean Palace, than
paffages cut ia a mine. They were per-
fe€lly dry in cvery part, and terminated in
two chapels compoled entirely of falt, hewn
out of the fohd mafs. The mmages which
adorn the altars, as well as the pillars and
ornaments, were all formed of the fame
tranfparent malerials ; the points and fpars
of which, reflecting the rays of light from the
lamps which the guides held in their hands,
produced an effeél equally novel and beauti-
ful. Defcending lower into the earth by
means of ladders, I found myfelf in an im-
menfe hall or cavern of full, many hundred
feet in height, length, and dimenfions, the
floor and fides of which were cut with cxaét

regularity.
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regulanity. A thoufand perfons might dine
m it without inconvenience, and the eye
in vain attempted to trace, or to define its
limits.  Nothing could be more fublime
than this vaft fubterranean apartment, lln-
minated by Hambeaus, which faintly difco-
ver ils prodigious magnitude, and leave the
imagination at liberty to enlarge its bounds
mdefinitelv.  Arter remaining about two
bours and + holf under ground, T was drawa
up again in three minules, with the greateft
facility.

The mines of Viclicza, if confidered as
ohje@s of curiofity, aiforded me higher gra-
tification than any, which I have vifiled in
Zurope.  Thev have been alrealy worked
above five hundred ycars, and appear to be
inexhauflible ; more falt being found in
them than c#f polfiibly be fold, though they
fupply all Poland with their produce. Tt is
fearcely mixed with any extraneons, me-
tallic, or earthy particles, in the places
where the workmen principally dig. They
have in fact little more trouble than merely

to
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to ‘collett, bruize, or pulverize, and put it
into barrels. Only four hundred and thirty-
five men are employed at this time ; but in
winter they amount to double the number.
At Vielicza, as in Hungary, the miners
never fleep below ; the horfes alone, about
fifty of which are ufually in employment,
remaining conftantly under ground. No
woman is allowed to defcend into the mines
a regulation of great propricty. All the
Intendants and Overfeers are Germans : the
miners are univerfally natives of Poland.
They _enter at four o’clock in the morning,
and continue below till the fame hour in
the afternoon, when they are drawn up and
relieved by others. In depth, the mines of
Viclicza fall far {hort of thofc at Schemnitz,
being no where above twelve hundred teet
below the furface of the carth. But, they
are in every refpett far cafier of accefs; and
the air, which I found fo opprefiive in the
Hungarian, was cool and pleafant in the
Polifh mincs.

Their
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Their lofs to the Republic is beyoad all
eftimation, and as they conftituted a chief
fource of the royal revenues, having always
been part of the domain of the Crown, the
prefent King muft doubly, feel the defal.
cation of fuch a fource of natxonal wealth.
Maria Therefa and her fon feem to be fully
aware of the value, as well as importance of
the acquifition. Vielicza fell to the fhare of
Auftria, in the memorable partition of this
country, fix years aga. Every precaution is
new taking, in order to fecure it ; not againft
the Confederates ; for thofe muferable coms
binations are completely quelled, and Po~
land, from one extrenuty to the other, is
fubjugated under the Ruffian defpotifin 3
but the Court of Vienna juftly dreads a
more formidable enemy. Cracow and Vie-
licza are nat far removed from the frontiers
of Silefia; and Frederic, whofe attention is
ever altive, may eafily make an irruption
from Dreflay or Schweidnitz into Poland.
The Viftula would form no {fufticient barrier
againfl his mroads.  Batteries are therefore

VO L I E E ems.
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END OF THE FIRST VOLUNE,

Yoahe iladatd, pricher, near Lincota'sdon Fields.
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